
Celebrating Passover aboard a cruise ship
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Next Year in ... A Sunny Spot?
Planning for your 2011 seders can start today
March 25, 2010 - Elyse Glickman, Jewish Exponent Feature

While Passover has its serious side, honoring the perseverance of our ancestors in the
face of repression, it is also a joyous occasion because it marks the arrival of spring.

However, for some people, the seder plate may be a little too full, in a matter of speaking.
After a long winter, it just may be the time you find yourself thinking, "Let my people go!"
-- and then start spring with a memorable exodus you and your loved ones will remember,
with the right balance of substance, style ... and somebody else to do the dishes.

Admittedly, it may be too late for this year -- although last-minute planners may be in their
element with just days to go -- but it's not too early for next year.

· Charoses on the High Seas. While it may be prudent during Passover to not party like
a rock star, you can observe like a Celebrity, thanks to the efforts of Boynton Beach,
Fla.-based Passover Kosher Cruises (www.passoverkoshercruises.com) and TOV Tours.
Over the course of 12 days, the posh Celebrity cruise ship Equinox will wind its way
through some of the most interesting ports of call in the Caribbean, Central America and
South America.

Getting a taste of such
desirable destinations as
Panama, the Grand Cayman
Islands, Roatan (Honduras),
Costa Rica and the Mexican
Riviera may prompt you to
someday return for longer
vacations. However, Celebrity's
floating country club gives
travelers a garden of Eden that
takes observing the holiday
away from home to a new level.
Almost everything one could
want for the exodus is included
(save for some gratuities,
babysitting services and selections from a special kosher-wine list).

While the five-star ship has the bells and whistles of a top-drawer cruise (lawn bowling, a
putting green, AquaSpa and first-class entertainment), the experience answers to a
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Luxe hotel Ritz-Carlton, Palm Beach

higher power by offering members of the tribe two private seders; gourmet kosher cuisine
freshly prepared onboard throughout the cruise; daily afternoon and evening kosher tea
rooms; daily prayer service led by Passover Kosher Cruises' house rabbi and cantor; as
well as a program of lectures led by the scholar in residence, rabbi and cantor.

The six-star Crystal cruises (crystalcruises.com) offers not one -- but two! -- extravagant
Passover-time escapes. Although the captains of these special journeys won't be parting
the Red Sea, the Crystal Serenity will spirit observers to Ashdod, Israel (by way of Dubai
and Athens over 19 days) this year on March 30, and Crystal Symphony will head to New
Zealand.

In keeping with Jewish tradition, Passover observances on the Crystal line include a
seder plate blessed by a rabbi, along with a participatory recitation of the Haggadah;
sing-a-longs; and a four-course holiday feast full of gourmet renderings of traditional
Ashkenazi favorites.

In regard to kosher standards for food service, Crystal will sterilize plates, silverware and
glassware upon guests' arrival, and guests may utilize the same dishware throughout the
cruise.

· Why is this resort different from all other resorts? Presidential Kosher Holidays
(www.passovervacations.com) is in the business of crafting high-style, glatt-kosher
Passover family vacations to some of the most prestigious warm-weather destination
resorts in North America.

While the activity-laden
programs ensure the holiday
will be an adventure for kids of
all ages, it also offers Passover
observers the opportunity to
transform a family gathering
into a community experience,
connecting with other families
from the United States and
abroad.

This year, for example, between
March 29 and April 7, it has the
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
(Arizona); Fairmont Turnberry
Isle Resort & Club Aventura in

Miami; and the Fairmont Mayakoba Riviera Maya (Mexico) playing host.

Pre- and post-holiday optional activities and excursions include deep-sea diving,
horseback riding, Native American and Mayan cultural sites, shopping and Jeep tours.

Although lavish packages like these have detail and desire accounted for, there are
plenty of other options better suited for those who prefer to pull together their own
adventure or allow plenty of open time to connect with relatives living out in Florida or
California.

Near Puerto Vallarta, Casa Kalika (www.casakalika.com) understands that there are
traveling families who prefer to have quality together time, rather than share a large pool
with the loved ones and 100-plus other guests. This resort offers rentals of private
bungalows that can house intimate Passover gatherings/escapes of up to 12 people
against a backdrop of gardens, and 180-degree ocean and golf views.

On the other coast, the Hotel Zoso (www.hotelzoso.com) , in the heart of downtown Palm
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Springs, offers easy access to the city's long-established Jewish community. It also
boasts a cheerful and lively property in the center of an area that's not only kid- and
teen-friendly, but loaded with world-class shopping, fine dining, art galleries, and plenty of
nature activities, including hiking and horseback riding.

Families bound for South Florida are sure to enjoy the Ritz-Carlton Palm Beach
(www.RitzCarlton.com/PalmBeach) . This property's capable concierge staff can help
guest families make customized plans for the Passover observances, as well as enable
adults and children to celebrate spring separately and together.

The Myrtle Beach area (www.VisitMyrtleBeach.com) also serves up Passover, Southern-
style. In addition to some 60 miles of stunning South Carolina coastline and a wide
assortment of family attractions, the area also delivers a heaping helping of Jewish
culture and history that's sure to surprise and delight. Area synagogues include Temple
Emanu-El (Conservative), Chabad Lubavitch (featured in People magazine for its
Holocaust observance) and Temple Beth Elohim (Reform).

Families gathering provisions for the Passover feast can turn to the glatt-kosher
Jerusalem Restaurant and Market, and the Manhattan Kosher Deli.
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