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FROM THE PUBLISHER
Welcome to May – the month we celebrate and dedicate a day  
to honor all mothers and all they do year-round. To all the mothers 
of Studio City Neighbors, we appreciate you! And a special  
shout out to my wife Leilah, who is also the very best mom to  
our growing little girl, Gabriella.

May is also a tipping point, launching the unofficial start of summer. As we finish 
the last days of school, dial up the A/C, and ready ourselves for summer – let’s  
agree to a season of laughter and fun memories wherever the day may take us.

I’m reminded how lucky I am to be a part of this wonderful community and feel 
honored to help connect and serve everyone that our publication reaches. There  
were over 200 publishers, region managers and writers at a recent Best Version  
Media conference. We marvel at the amazing growth of the company and the 
diversity of talent. Of course we can’t do it without you and our sponsors. Thank 
you all for letting us share your stories.

Our hope is that this magazine will encourage neighbor interaction and inspire  
you to reach out and say hello or to introduce yourself. And please remember to  
let our sponsors know you saw them in this magazine!

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements and advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of Best Version Media (BVM) or any 
municipality, homeowners associations, businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content 
submitted. All content submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2016 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.
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The Sage Automotive Group would like to say Thank You for allowing us to be a part of your community 
for over 45 years.  Morrie Sage opened Universal City Nissan in 1969 and under his leadership and 

along with his sons Michael and Joe, grew the Sage Automotive Group into over 10 Los Angeles Area 
dealerships employing over 2000 people. 

Today, as the Automotive Industry expands, so does the Sage Auto Group.  We are proud to announce 
our newest Sage Auto Pre-owned store right here in Studio City. This PreOwned dealership offers fully 

certified and reconditioned PreOwned vehicles, all makes and models, and we carefully choose only the 
very best of those vehicles for this location.

Located on the corner of Ventura and Colfax, we are here to serve your needs with quality, pre-owned 
vehicles and a state-of-the-art Service department that can service all makes and models.

Please stop by and say Hello!  Our staff is at your service in person or online 24 hours a day at 

www.SagePreOwned.com

 

Sage Pre-Owned Studio City
818-483-1568

11687 Ventura Blvd.
Studio City, CA 91604

Sage Pre-Owned North Hollywood
888-483-1568

4110 Lankershim Blvd.
North Hollywood, CA 91602

We have 3 convenient Sage Pre-owned locations to serve Southern California

Sage Pre-Owned Glendale
818-296-0699

1130 Brand Blvd.
Glendale, CA 91204
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While real life is rarely a fairy tale, Byron and Tracey 
Kavanagh have created a wonderful life in Studio City 
that’s as close to idyllic as one can have. Their courtship 

has all the earmarks of a storied romance. This is delightfully ironic 
when one considers that Byron was “Bachelor #3” on the “Dating 
Game” in 1999. Though he won and went on a trip to Cabo (with his 
best friend and not the female contestant), his “#1” would present 
herself a few years later.

“We met at the Lucky Strike Bowling Lane in Hollywood 
in 2003 through a mutual group of friends who planned 
“First Thursdays” outings once a month at a different bar in Los 
Angeles,” Byron, 43, recalls. “This was Tracey’s first “First Thursday, 
and although not a great bowler, she was loud and proud and I loved 
that she chose not to sit on the sidelines like many of the other girls 
there.

The couple married five years later in London at the same church in 
Notting Hill where Byron’s grandparents were married in 1933.

They also (along with their cats Bubba and Macey, 11 year-old litter 
mates) lucked into their enchanting 1920’s English Tudor “Hansel and 
Gretel” house back in 2009 when Tracey was carrying son Booker, 
now 6. He was joined two years later by sister Malley, 4. In addition 
to the home’s physical charms, Kavanaghs appreciate that it is a two-
block walk to Carpenter School, and on a small street where all the 

neighbors know each 
other and look out for 
each other in ways that 
recall fabled 1950s 
Americana. 

“People in our 
neighborhood invite 
each other over for 
dinners, holidays, and 
to watch the Oscars. JT, 
one of the neighbors 
whom we call him 
the Mayor, makes 
sure all the neighbors 
have proper lighting in front of their houses so that we have a safe 
street,” says Tracey, 41. “He also bakes the best brownies.” 

Byron and Tracey have careers others might consider dream jobs. 
Byron, who grew up in Bayville, NY and attended James Madison 
University in Virginia, moved to Los Angeles to pursue screenwriting. 
After several years of teaching high school English, he scored a gig at 
Disney XD, writing for the popular show “Kickin’ It, which went on 
for four seasons. He’s now the Co-Executive Producer of Gamers 
Guide on Disney XD, which is in its second season. Chicopee, MA 
native Tracey interned for the 1996 Olympic Games, then moved to 
Orlando, FL to work at a sports and social club where she was “Julie 

By Elyse Glickman/ Photos by Maxx and Me Photography
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from the Love 
Boat” taking groups 
of single people 
on adventure trips 
(skydiving, hang 
gliding, whitewater 
rafting, etc.). After 
the company 
closed down, she 
followed a friend 
to LA, and landed 
a job at an in-house 
marketing agency 
for General Motors 
for a number of 
years. She parlayed 
that experience 
into co-founding 
Digital Lion 
Marketing with 
the same friend 
she followed to 
L.A. The company 

creates custom marketing programs for the entertainment industry, 
with a roster that includes Scripps Networks (HGTV, Food Network, 
etc.), Fox Networks, A+E Networks, Univision, NFL Network,  
and others. 

The imagination and curiosity that makes for interesting, storied lives 
also runs through the couple’s young children. Byron is delighted 
his family is a part of the Carpenter School community, which he 
feels fosters his children’s diverse interests. “As a former teacher he 
can say, “It’s lived up to its reputation. Toss in some solid leadership, 
and you’re going to have a great school atmosphere. We love all the 
school events, like movie nights and the gala.” 

Booker, a first grader at Carpenter, plays basketball and tennis, and 
loves taking after school classes like Lego building, science, 
and soccer. Adds 

Tracey, “He’s 
passionate 
about 
animals and 
is looking 
forward to 
attending 
summer 
camp 
at the 
Star Eco 
Station 
in Culver 
City to learn 
about animal 
conservation. 
You can find 
him camped out in 
front of Lucky Puppy on 
weekends watching the dogs 
play. Malley, who enters kindergarten this fall at 
Carpenter, takes ballet and tap at the Creation Station in Studio City, 
and loves art, singing and dancing. “She especially enjoys changing 
her outfit 15 times per day”, says Tracey. “Throwing caution to the 
wind when it comes to color scheme, pattern or size.”

The Kavanaghs never take their good fortune for granted, and 
are always looking for opportunities to give back to others. “We 
belong to the St. Francis Catholic Church in Sherman Oaks, where 
Byron teaches ‘Little Church’ to 3-5 year olds, and belongs to the 
Knights of Columbus,” details Tracey. “He is a driver for Meals on 
Wheels and when his show is on hiatus, is the volunteer basketball 
coach for Booker’s team at the YMCA Hollywood, and volunteers 
at both schools, Carpenter Community Charter and ABC Little 
School, as often as he can. This past Christmas, when ‘Santa’ called 
in sick at ABC, Byron put on the red suit and filled in. It was so cute 
when Malley said to her friends, “Santa looks a lot like my daddy.”

One of their favorite family traditions involves their 
annual Christmas card. Each year they choose a theme 
and get crazy with it. To date, they’ve posed as the 

“First Family”, 
an 80’s rap album 
cover, a vintage 
1950’s sci-fi movie 
poster, and one 
with all wearing 
hairnets to 
deal with a lice 
infestation (true 
story!).

Although there 
are no guarantees 
in life, the 
Kavanaghs would 
tell any family 
moving into 
Los Angeles to 
strongly consider 
Studio City. 

cover story           THE KAVANAGH FAMILY

Story Book Romance
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Sun. May 1
Concours d’Elegance
@Greystone Mansion, Beverly Hills 
Start your engines for the 7th annual 
classic auto event. The show features 
over 150 vintage cars and motorcycles 
on display, along with vendors, gourmet 
food and more!
Time: 10am-4pm  Cost: $TBD
tickets.haughpac.com

Sun. May 1
Vegfest
@Lake Balboa Park, 6350 Woodley 
Avenue, 91406 
It’s the ultimate down-to-earth family 
experience with a vegan international food court, great live music, 
empowering speakers on health, environmental, humanitarian and 
animal topics, kids’ activities, animal adoptions, an eco-marketplace 
with over 150 vendors.
Time: 10am-6pm Cost: Free
vegfestla.org

Tues. May 3
Sexy Salsa and Beguiling Bachata Classes 
@ Añejo Cantina & Grill, 14755 Ventura Blvd. Sherman Oaks, CA
It’s one of a weekly series salsa and bachata classes at Añejo 
Cantina & Grill. Salsa your way through the private banquet room 
with expert instructors, then enjoy rhythmic moves of bachata 
to work up your appetite for Añejo’s tasty bites and hand-crafted 
cocktails.
Time: 8:15-10:15pm Cost: $10
anejola.com

Thru May 15
Bob Dylan Photography Retrospective 
The Grammy Museum @LA Live
As Bob Dylan transitioned from 
Greenwich Village wunderkind to bona 
fide rock star, photographer Daniel 
Kramer was there to document it. This 
traveling exhibition collects more than 50 photographs taken  
by the New York-based photographer and film director between  
1964 and 1965.
Time: Mon-Fri 10:30am-6:30pm; Sat-Sun 10am-6:30pm Cost: $13
grammymuseum.org

Saturdays Thru July 9 
Sleeping Beauty
@Theater West, 3333 Cahuenga Blvd 
W, Los Angeles 
In association with Storybook Theater, 
this interactive live musical show brings 
the classic cautionary tale to life – perfect for kids ages 3 -9 years. 
Time: 1 pm. Cost: $12 Adults, $10 Children
TheaterWest.org

Calendar of Events

MAY
Sat. May 21
Do Good Bus
@3953 Lankershim Boulevard,  
Universal City
Do Good Bus promises altruistic 
adventurism by bringing people together 
to help their community in a fun and social 
environment. Lunch is included.
Time: 10am–3pm Cost: $45
dogoodbus.com

Fri. May 20
Jason Bonham’s Led Zepplin Experience 
@The Greek Theater, Hollywood
The critically acclaimed touring concert 
is an unforgettable night of rock n’ roll 
featuring the iconic music of Led Zeppelin 
as Jason celebrates the life and music of 
his father, Led Zeppelin drummer John Bonham.
Time: 7:30pm Cost: $40-$92.50
nederlanderconcerts.com

May 16 – June 5 • The French Open

 
 

 
Relay For Life represents the hope that those lost to cancer will never be forgotten, 

that those who face cancer will be supported, and one day cancer will be 
eliminated. Join as we CELEBRATE cancer survivors, REMEMBER those lost to 

cancer, and come together with the community to FIGHT BACK! Walk with us! 
 

FORM A TEAM VOLUNTEER     DONATE    SPONSOR    WALK AS A SURVIVOR 

Join the Burbank community in the fight against cancer!

RELAY FOR LIFE OF BURBANK 
May 14 -15, 2016 

Robert Gross Park  
2814 W. Empire Ave. 

Saturday 9:00 a.m. – Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

www.relayforlife.org/burbankca 
 

For more information, please contact:  
Reem Fakira at 818.841.3800 ext.178 or via email reem.fakira@cancer.org 

 

Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate your neighbor to be featured in one of our upcoming 
issues! Contact us at eglickman@bestversionmedia.com.

“It’s a great community 
and close to all LA has 
to offer,” informs Tracey. 
“People think the Valley is 
far from the beach, but you 
can get there in 35 minutes. 
Studio City has amazing 
restaurants. We love 
brunch at Granville, dinner 
at The Six, and frozen 
yogurt at Yogurtland. And 
here’s no better Farmers 
Market. It’s like a festival 
every Sunday!”

Adds Byron, “It’s the 
best of all worlds. You 
get a unique blend of 
privacy, but a quick walk 
down Ventura Blvd and 
you’re back in the mix. 
If we were to move, I 
would miss shopping at 

Crossroads Trading Company. Tracey would miss having Fryman right outside 
the door. Booker and Malley would miss pancakes at Dupars. Best still, is the 
overwhelming sense of community, where everybody in town takes pride in 
creating a small town atmosphere in a large city.”

ART D I M ENS I ONS  I NC .

Why

Lease?
Eighty percent of American 

companies lease their office 

furnishings and equipment. 

Why not their art? Leasing 

allows you to aquire fine art 

at affordable prices while also 

deriving tax advantages.

Art Dimensions Inc. can help 

you create a distinguished 

space with fine art that works 

with your budget.

www.artdimensionsonline.com

310.433.8934

Whitney Rosenson



By Nicole Weinstein, Center Director, Mathnasium
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With summer right around the corner, 
students are getting ready to ditch 
the books and tests for beaches and 

travel. Most students, following the standardized 
9-month school calendar, get to enjoy this break 
from school for about three months. 

However, studies have revealed one major consequence of these 
long summer vacations to be summer learning loss, or the decay 
of academic knowledge and skills in 
students over the summer break.

According to the National Education 
Commission on Time and Learning 
(NECTL), students learn and retain 
knowledge better when taught on 
a more consecutive basis. Yet, the 
summer vacation unfortunately 
interrupts this continuous flow of 
instruction, causing a loss in grade-
skill knowledge in students and 
requiring teachers to do significant 
review of material once school 
resumes in the fall. 

Supporting this idea, educational 
researchers conducted an analysis of 
39 studies that addressed the effects of 
summer vacation on retention. They 
then compared scores of standardized 
achievement tests that students took in the spring to tests taken in 
the returning fall, finding that students lost the equivalence to about 
one month of academic grade-level skill over the summer. Even 
more concerning, students displayed even more learning loss with 
mathematics than reading, losing an equivalence of more than 2 
months of mathematical knowledge. 

The reason behind such drastic learning loss in mathematics ability 
could be explained by cognitive psychology, which suggests that 
due to mathematics’ reliance on computation and procedural 
knowledge, these skills are more likely to be forgotten without 

practice. Another reason for such loss in mathematical knowledge 
could be that math is mainly taught in a school setting and thus, 
more difficult to expose to students at home over the summer. 

Some have argued that one solution to summer learning loss is the 
extension of the school year, especially in comparison to the school 
calendars in other industrialized nations. In 1993, the NECTL found 
that most children in the United States attended school for about 
175 to 180 days whereas children in Japan attended school for 
about 240 days. In order to benefit from a school-year extension, 

researchers suggest that policymakers 
add at least 35 extra days into the school 
calendar. Researchers have also looked 
into the removal of the long summer break 
altogether and altering the calendar to 
include shorter cycles of breaks. However, 
while participants of studies have enjoyed 
such a process, research has not been able 
to support this argument as a solution 
entirely.

Research, however, has also shown strong 
support for the implementation of summer 
school or summer programs as a solution 
for reducing the risks of learning loss 
and providing students with more time to 
master concepts. In 2000, The American 
Educational Research Association reviewed 
the results of 93 evaluations of summer 
school and reported that students of all 
grade levels benefited tremendously from 

summer programs that focused on remediation, acceleration, or 
enrichment. As Gary Huggins, the CEO of the National Summer 
Learning Association, stated so graciously, the summer is a  
great time to take a break from school, but “not a great break  
from learning.”

EXPERT CONTRIBUTOR

Beware of Summer Learning Loss

For more information on summertime tutoring services, contact  
Nicole Weinstein, Center Director of Mathnasium of Studio City,  

at 818-985-6284 or studiocity@mathnasium.com
Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in this magazine is separate from any statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.
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Is There A  
War On Boys?
By M.J. Perkins  
College Nannies + Tutors Sherman Oaks

This morning, as I was sipping my 
cup of coffee reading through my 
Facebook stream, I came across yet 

another video post. Of course, when I saw the title, “War on Boys”  
I had to click and watch. 

I instantly got upset and angry. Boys in America’s schools are 
routinely punished for being active, competitive, and restless.

My one friend was telling me the other day that her 2nd grader is 
having a hard time focusing and the teachers make comments to her 
all the time. Another friend of mine told me that her son’s teacher 
called her about her son’s active behavior, and that he should be seen 
by his pediatrician for a possible ADHD diagnosis. I’m not kidding 
you--the teacher said that!Sisters.

“Helping Boys Learn,” by Dr. Edmond Dixon, is one book that has 
really opened up my eyes to the way boys function. I now don’t get 
frustrated when my older son taps his foot while doing homework 

or when he fidgets in his seat. Boys learn 
differently, they need movement.

I wish all teachers would read this book so 
that they can understand and learn tactics to 
help boys in school. Boys and girls should 
never be compared just like children in 
general should never be compared to their 
peers.

Over the last few months, I started reading 
more books and articles to help me 
understand the way boys learn so I can help 
my own children succeed in school. Getting 
frustrated with them is not the answer. I’ve 
seen a big improvement in my older son 
since I changed the way we do homework and learning activities.

Being a normal boy is a serious liability in today’s classroom. 
Increasingly today’s schools have little patience for what years ago 
was considered “boyishness”. We need to think about how we can 
make our grade schools more “boy friendly”. Turn boys into readers; 
boys score lower on national reading tests. We need to inspire the 
male imagination. If boys are constantly subject to disapproval for 
their interests and enthusiasms, they are likely to become disengaged 
and lag further behind. Bring back recess; a recent study said 
that since the 1970’s school children have lost up to 50% of their 
unstructured outdoor play time. Boys need to work off their energy.

And the biggest takeaway from that video…..if boys are in trouble,  
so are we as parents!

Beautiful

ALDIK
h   o   m   e

With the most realistic silk fl owers & plants, and a team of 

talented designers who can create custom fl oral arrangements 

& custom silk trees just for you, there’s no place like Aldik Home.

7651 Sepulveda Blvd. Van Nuys
www.AldikHome.com

(818) 988-5970

BEAUTIFYING L.A. FOR MORE THAN 60 YEARS!

SERVPRO® of Studio City/Valley Village

818-508-7282
Independently Owned and Operated

Like it never even happened.®

24 Hour Emergency Service.

FIRE & WATER DAMAGE
■  Commercial and Residential

■  Trained, Uniformed Professionals

■  Complete Move-Outs

■  Restoration Vendor for Insurance
 Companies Nationwide

SMRU1614160 (Exp.08/07/2016) © 2015 New York Life Insurance Company, 51 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10010

Life Insurance. Retirement. Investments.

Together let’s start 

planning for your 

family’s future.

Andrew White
Agent
New York Life Insurance Company
CA Ins Lic # 0I83827
801 North Brand Boulevard
Glendale, CA 91203
(626) 616-1492
atwhite@newyorklife.com

Live your life with 
theirs in mind.

#44

Registered Representative off ering securities 
through NYLIFE Securities LLC (Member FINRA/SIPC), 
A Licensed Insurance Agency.

Contact FROSCH to access limited time offers on Regent Seven Seas Cruises including:
Free business class airfare, early booking savings, and free land programs on select 2016 Asia and South America sailings

800.994.5538 | willett@frosch.com

Enjoy the World’s Most All Inclusive Cruise Experience

CST #2118750-50

FAMILY MATTERS
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Your favorite snap shots send you to a happy 
place. Elyse, our content coordinator, has a  
few to share, thanks to her work as a contributor to 
such magazines as “Tasting Panel,” “Taste & Travel” 
and “Intermezzo.” Send us your favorite travel shots, 
family, or anything visually interesting to you. We 
will feature them in our Photography Section.

Give Us Your Best Shots

*

*New customers only   
expires 4/30/16

No Obligation

FREE
Assesment

Math Help Math Enrichment Test Prep Homework Help

At Mathnasium, we believe that every child 
has the ability to be successful in math–it’s 
just a matter of teaching the way that makes 
sense to them. When math makes sense,
kids leap way ahead–whether
they started out far behind or
already ahead in math.

$99 Value!

Mathnasium of Studio City
12427 Ventura Blvd.

Studio City, CA 91604
(818) 985-MATH (6284)
email: studiocity@mathnasium.com
online: mathnasium.com/studiocity

Finish the
Year Strong
& Excel in
Math!

We make
math make 

sense.

O�ce: (818) 465-0210 x112
Fax: (818) 465-0216
Email: armen.g@wradvisors.com

15260 Ventura Blvd. Suite 940   |   Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

ARMEN J. GULESERIAN, CFP®

CALL US ABOUT OUR
MONTHLY PANCAKE BREAKFAST WORKSHOPS

FINANCIAL ADVISOR, WADDELL & REED, INC.

Waddell & Reed, Inc. Member SIPC (08/15)

Do your children know how you and your spouse met? Do they 
know where you went to high school or what you majored in 
in college? What about their grandparents, do they know where 

they were born, or what they did for a living? Do your kids know their 
own birth stories?

Well, if they don’t, it is time for us to start talking!

I want to share with you some fantastic research out of Emory 
University. They found that children who know more about their 
families are more resilient, better at facing challenges, have higher self 
esteem and feel a greater sense of control over their lives. Knowing 
their family stories connects them to a greater body of people and 
develops their sense of identity.

What? Just by sharing family stories, our children can have all those 
benefits?

Researchers call it a Family Narrative and it is all the stories we tell 
about our family members. We need to tell the ups and the downs not 
just the good stories, or the bad stories. Don’t just tell the facts, but help 
your children understand the meaning behind the facts. Share the moral 
behind the stories.

Don’t worry if the stories aren’t 100 percent accurate. We usually tell 
family stories to help our children when they are struggling or in a 
tough situation. We tend to modify the stories to fit the situation, and 
that is okay. 

Instead, we should focus on telling our children the stories that they 
can’t learn first hand. Maybe they happened before they were born, or 
happened to family members they won’t ever meet. Right now with 
family reunions and family vacations on the calendar, it is the perfect 
time to tell our children about their ancestors and let your Great Aunt 
share share.

How can we introduce our children to our family stories? The best place 
to start is by telling a story in every situation. My dad was a master at 
this. He always had a family story to tell. Whether he was teaching me 
about honesty or how to handle a bad day on the tennis court, there was 
a family story involved. These stories are now being passed on to our 
children. They have connected all of us to one another and taught along 
the way. 

Whenever possible, share a story. Whether your child is nervous about 
the spelling bee, or your teenager is asking a girl/boy out on a date, 
think back to your family stories and use them to teach.

You will love the strength it brings to your children. You will be amazed 
at the way it bonds your family. We all have these stories, it just might 
take a little extra thought when the situations arise. So the next time you 
have a conversation with your children, share a family story!

Heather is a contributor to The Idea Room and founder of FamilyVolley 
an online advice column for families, loaded with practical advice, 

activities, and encouragement for raising successful families.  

Why We Should Share Family Stories By Heather Johnson, M.S.
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3700 Coldwater Canyon Avenue, Studio City, CA 91604 • (818) 487-6601 
community@hw.com • www.hw.com/community

 

For more information about Harvard-Westlake in the community and 
to sign up to receive updates please visit www.hw.com/community

HARVARD-WESTLAKE 
SCHOOL

The Harvard-Westlake 
Alumni Community Council, 
Faculty and Students joined 
together for a morning of 
service at the SOVA Jewish 
Family Service of Los Angeles 
warehouse in Van Nuys.
 
SOVA is much more than a 
food pantry. Each month, it 
provides free groceries and 
an array of support services 
to over 12,000 people of 
all ages, ethnicities, and 
religious backgrounds. 

Harvard-Westlake is proud 
to join with SOVA to help 
alleviate hunger in our 
community.

PURPOSE 
BEYOND 

OURSELVES
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