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NEIGHBORHOOD REAL ESTATE

Home Listings and Sales Update  

Baths
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Sq. Ft.
3280
5876
1582
1538 
3356
2757
4800
1207
3381 
3618
6760
1570
2427     

Built
2000
2016
1973
1929
1967
1936
2016
1979
1937
1958
1936
2005
1951

Sales Price
$1,385,000 
$3,750,000 
$429,000
$815,000 
$1,715,000
$1,800,000  
$2,900,000    
$525,000
$1,700,025
$2,003,435
$4,999,000   
$808,000
$1,432,500   

Beds
5
5
2
3
4
4
5
2
4
5
7
3
4

Address
4537 Tyrone Ave, Sherman Oaks  
4197 Hayvenhurst Drive, Encino
5440 Lindley Ave, #110, Encino 
11015 Blix Street, NoHo             
3613 Dixie Canyon Ave, Sherman Oaks
4239 Bellingham Ave., Studio City     
3826 Benedict Canyon Dr., Sherman Oaks
4247 Whitsett Ave, #2, Studio City
13517 Contour Dr., Sherman Oaks
4242 Mooncrest Place, Encino 
14305 Roblar Place, Sherman Oaks
12021 Guerin St., #107, Studio City
14332 Greenleaf St., Sherman Oaks  

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in this magazine is 
separate from any statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

3720 Litchfield Lane, Tarzana  
Customized & highly upgraded apx 6400 sq ft 
home in the coveted Mulholland Park Estates. Pool.

Price: $2,649,000

ANDREW MANNING, REALTOR® 
YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERT

4401 El Caballero Dr., Tarzana 
Dramatic 5 bedroom over 5400 sq ft, mainly one 
level entertainers showplace. Generous rooms. Pool.

Price: $1,749,000

4107 Madelia Avenue, Sherman Oaks  
Landmark gated & updated traditn’l on sweeping corner 
lot in Prime S. of Valley Vista Sherman Oaks. Pool.

Price: $2,150,000  
4655 White Oak, Encino 
Gated traditional 1 level home w/ impressive 
frontage South of Rancho St. Sophisticated yet 
comfortable flr pln. Pool.

Price: $1,795,000
4546 Gaviota Court, Encino 
Open, airy and light-filled with all the comforts and 
sensibility of that vacation home. Utmost in luxury. 
Pool.

Price: $3,195,000   14141 Ventura Blvd., Suite 8, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423
818-380-2147• andrew@andrewmanning.com

CalBRE#: 00941825
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HARVARD-WESTLAKE  
SCHOOL

arvard-Westlake strives to 
be a diverse and inclusive 
community united by the 
joyful pursuit of educational 

excellence, living and learning with 
integrity, and purpose beyond ourselves.

HARVARD-WESTLAKE SCHOOL
3700 Coldwater Canyon Avenue Studio City, CA 91604

(818) 487-6601 • community@hw.com

For more information 
about Harvard-Westlake 
in the community and 
to sign up to receive 
updates please visit 
www.hw.com/community.
 

DEAR RESIDENTS
What’s not to love about February in Southern 
California? There’s the romance of Valentine’s 
Day, family fun on Presidents’ Day Weekend, 
Super Bowl Sunday, the Grammys and the Academy Awards. Our featured family, led by 
comedian Josh Wolf and writer directory Bethany Ashton Wolf, personify everything we 
love about February, from their contributions to television and film to their Hollywood-
style “meet-cute” and their commitment to their children.

Beyond that, February presents us with many opportunities to treat our family and friends 
with a bit more love, “just because.” This can include clearing our space with some late 
winter home improvements and de-cluttering, taking an easy vacation or staycation during 
the month’s long weekends, or just taking the time to say, “I love you!” a few extra times.

This is a lot for the shortest month of the year, but we hope it will be one 
that’s all heart.

Elyse Glickman
Elyse Glickman | Content Coordinator
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One would think that catching up with a busy showbiz family 
would be challenging…and it is. Josh and Bethany Ashton 
Wolf are some of the hardest-working people around.

“I've been doing stand-up, off and on, for over 20 years, and was 
on at least 150 episodes of Chelsea Lately.” Boston-native Josh 
details with a touch of shyness. “I had my own late night talk show, 
The Josh Wolf Show, and managed to get street cred as a New York 
Times ‘Best Selling’ author (It Takes Balls: Dating Single Moms 
and Other Confessions from an Underprepared Single Dad). I have 
also written for sitcoms, sold a feature movie script, secured four 
deals for my own TV show, and had my own podcast, called Fairly 
Normal.”

While Josh has a new podcast in the works with Freddie Prinze 
Jr., Prinze and The Wolf, Beth, has kept busy as an independent 
feature writer/director for the past 15 years. She began her career 
co-writing the controversial indie Don’s Plum, starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Tobey Maguire, and writing and directing two 
award-winning short films, The Burgundy Room and Wait. Her first 
full-length independent theatrical feature, Little Chenier, won 21 
awards on the festival circuit, including 10 Best Picture Awards and 
6 International Best American Film Awards.

Even with impressive resumes on both fronts, Josh and Beth also 
believe in keeping a solid work-life balance in place to allow for 

family time  
and fun.

“We love the 
818,” muses Josh. 
“Beth and I both 
lived over "the 
hill," and there was a 
time when we insisted 
that we'd never go back. 
However, we love the 
neighborhood, with the balance 
of more families out here and a little bit 
of a slower pace. All good stuff. We've been here for over a decade, 
and moved because we needed a bigger house and the location was 
closer to Milliken where our daughter was attending school.”

Beth’s other screenwriting credits include On The 12th Day, 
Bullrider, and Other People’s Love Letters. She just wrapped 
principal photography on the feature film Forever My Girl for 
LD Entertainment, for which she also wrote the screenplay and 
directed. She is currently in development on her next feature film 
based on the best selling novel, Archer’s Voice.

Another recent notable achievement for Bethany is the completion 
of the award-winning festival run of her short film Love Scene, 
chronicling the 25-year love affair of screen legends Vivien Leigh 
and Laurence Olivier.

By Elyse Glickman / Photos by Karen Ray Photography

Even with the romance of Leigh and Olivier 
being the stuff of legend, Josh and Bethany are 
quite proud of the fact that their marriage has 
instead been the stuff of reality and stability 
for themselves and their three nearly-grown 
children, Trevor, Kaitlynn, and Jacob.

“We had the same manager, and he kept 
trying to set us up on a date, and we both kept 
saying, ‘no thank you,’” he recalls. “I honestly 
thought she was too good looking which in my 
experience had never ended well.”

The first meeting itself was unforgettable 
for a variety of reasons. “As he 
was a stand up-comedian, all I kept 
picturing was someone juggling apples,” she 
explains. “The night we were supposed to go 
on the date, February 11, 2001, he called at the 
time he was supposed to pick me up and said 
his babysitter had canceled. He suggested we 
meet at his house in the valley for our date to 
hang out after the kids were asleep. As I lived 
in a West Hollywood condo, Sherman Oaks 
seemed like a million miles away.”

As Bethany was already dressed, and neither one wanted to lose their 
manager over a blind date, the evening went forward, even with both 
unsure about the final result. However, rather than finding someone 
juggling apples greeting her at the door, she was surprised to meet an 
entirely different guy.

“Josh was very handsome, but he also had this beautiful, calm 
energy that I was immediately drawn to,” she said. “And then I saw 
the love he had for his children on top of being this wonderful soul. 
Our date started with a stroll through his home. The living room was 
set up as the kids' playroom. Next, we passed the room of his eldest 
son Trevor, fast asleep and turning 9 the next morning, then by 7 
year-old Kaitlynn's room, and then into his room where 3 year-old 
Jacob was sleeping.” 

From that evening on, they have never been apart, and married in 
2004. Today, even with their busy schedules and commitments, the 
couple has enjoyed raising the kids together. They also appreciate 
the fact that Sherman Oaks’ surroundings are conducive to providing 
their children a positive, multi-cultural environment.

“I remember the exit was Sepulveda, off of the 101, and it seemed 
sooo far away,” she says. “The thought makes me smile now, 
because we’ve lived in Sherman Oaks for 10 years, and in the valley 
for 16 years with our children and our dog Rocky (13). I absolutely 
adore it, and I can't imagine living anywhere else.” 

“Anything you will ever need is within a mile of either direction on 
Ventura,” Josh says. “The people are very cool and accepting, and 
as it's diverse socially, it’s important to us for them to know that 
not everyone in the world looks, thinks, or acts the same way. My 
hobby when I'm not on the road is spending time with family. I cook, 

cover story

In The Company of 'Wolfs' 
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Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate your neighbor to be featured in one of our upcoming 
issues! Contact us at eglickman@bestversionmedia.com.

When thirty-
two-year-old 
actor Gregor  
Collins  
reluctantly 
interviewed  
for a job as  
a caregiver, 
he had no idea 
his life was 
about to change 
forever.

“Astonishing and self-assured... moments of hilarity alternate  
with deeply tender scenes...  
a beautiful memoir not to  
be missed.”  
~ Seattle Post-Intelligencer 

“Collins’s affection for Maria comes out on every page – 
variously reverent, poignant, awestruck, and romantic.”  
~ Publishers Weekly 

“In his captivating diary about Maria Altmann’s final  
three years of life, Collins portrays a Golden Lady and the  
eventful century she survived and lived... a memorable  
story of suffering, history, art, memories, fun, and love.”  
~ Austrian Cultural Forum New York 

The life story of Maria Altmann inspired The  
2015 film “Woman in Gold” starring Helen Mirren. 

Now read about the remarkable relationship with  
her caregiver over the last 3 years of her life.

AVAILABLE ON AMAZON IN KINDLE AND PAPERBACK

“Collins captures the charm, 
magnetism, flirtatious, funny, 
acerbic and wise sides of that 
extraordinary woman for 
whose affection I vied. Bless him 
for keeping her memory alive.”  
~  Stephen Lash, 

Vice Chairman of Christie’s 
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clean the house, and stuff like that. It’s important for me to try 
and pull my weight as a member of the household when I am in 
town.” 

Bethany appreciates that their children were with them all through 
their romance and on the journey together.

“Most kids don't get to witness their parents falling in love,” she 
affirms. “Ours did, and they are all big romantics-at-heart I think 
because of it. Our kids were our own best cheerleaders, watching 
both of us really struggle and persevere with all that we had in 
us to make it in the business. We are all in it together. Even in 
the hard times, we always made our lives together fun. We know 
that we can live 
in a box together 
and still enjoy each 
other, laugh, love, 
and have fun, but 
we can also travel 
and do grander 
things and laugh, 
love, and have fun 
with that, too. It all 
comes down to just 
really loving each 
other--small, grand 
or in a box.”

Feb. 2-5
Romeo And Juliet With Dudamel 
@Walt Disney Concert Hall Los Angeles
The Los Angeles Philharmonic interprets 
Shakespeare’s timeless love story set 
to Tchaikovsky’s music, with conductor 
Gustavo Dudamel and violinist Lisa 
Batiashvili, whose passionate and poetic 
playing style is ideally suited to the thrilling 
concerto.
Time: Thurs-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm 
Cost: $59-$190 • LAPhil.com
 
Sun. Feb 5
Super Bowl LI Party
@Horace Heidt Estates, Aloha Room, 
14155 W Magnolia Blvd, Sherman Oaks, 
CA 91423
Though the biggest game of the year is 
in Houston, this event is your ticket to 
excitement and fun. Festivities include 
themed refreshments for sale (Halftime 
Hamburgers and Red Zone Hot Dogs, 
$5), the Lady Gaga half-time show, and 
an opportunity to meet your neighbors. To 
RSVP, call Iliana on or before February 1 
at 818-784-8211. • Time: 2:30pm
 
Thurs. Feb 2-Mar 12
Pop For the People: Roy Lichtenstein in L.A.
@Skirball Cultural Center, 2701 N. 
Sepulveda Blvd
Pioneering pop artist Roy Lichtenstein 
captured America’s passion for pop 
culture, comic book heroes, and California 
mystique in ways few artists could. 
The exhibit includes examples from his 
frequent collaborations with the L.A.-
based artists’ workshop Gemini G.E.L. 
One gallery is a dedicated interactive 
space where visitors can “enter” into 
Lichtenstein’s reimagining of Vincent van 
Gogh’s painting “Bedroom at Arles.”
Time: 12-5 pm • Cost: $12 adults; $7 kids 
2-12. • skirball.org
 
Sun. Feb 19
Shaolin Warriors: The Legend Continues
@Valley Performing Arts Center at Cal 
State Northridge
Celebrate the recent arrival of Chinese 
New Year (the year of the Rooster) with 
a show of remarkable martial arts skills 
and stunning feats of athleticism. The 

Shaolin Warriors deliver a jaw-dropping 
performance that keeps audiences on the 
edge of their seats.
Time: 3pm • Cost: $38-63 
valleyperformingartscenter.org
 
Through Feb 20
L.A. Kings Holiday Ice Westfield Promenade
@Westfield Promenade, 6100 Topanga 
Canyon Blvd., Woodland Hills
Outdoor ice skating returns to Woodland 
Hills this winter with the help of the L.A. 
Kings. 
Time: 5pm-11pm • Cost: $17, adults; $14, 
kids 6 and under • lakingsholidayice.com

Through Feb 28
J.K. Rowling’s Wizarding World:  
The Harry Potter and Fantastic 
Beasts Exhibit
@ Warner Bros. Studio Tours, 3400 W. 
Riverside Dr., Burbank
Warner Bros. Studio Tour Hollywood 
now has some special magical qualities. 
This new permanent exhibit showcases 
a cool collection of costumes, props and 
other movie memorabilia from the Harry 
Potter films as well as JK Rowling’s latest 
hit, Fantastic Beasts And Where To Find 
Them. Visitors will also have the chance to 
be assigned to one of the four Hogwarts 
houses by the Sorting Hat. Reservations 
required.
Time: 9am-3pm • Cost: $62 
wbstudiotour.com
 
Through Mar. 31
Horses and Dragons Exhibit
@Aquarium of the Pacific, 100 Aquarium 
Way, Long Beach 
Why are horses and dragons at the 
Aquarium? Because they are seahorses 
and seadragons. See these magnificent 
creatures in action along with some of the 
most beautiful and mysterious undersea 
life from around the globe.
Time: 9am-6pm • Cost: $29.95, adults; 
$17.95, kids 3-11 • aquariumofpacific.org

Through Apr. 9
The Science Behind Pixar Exhibition
@ California Science Center, 700 

Exposition Park Dr.Los Angeles
The exhibit exploring the fascinating 
(and award season-honored) world of 
Pixar animation features more than 40 
interactive components. Hear stories 
from Pixar’s production team members, 
encounter recreations of favorite Pixar 
characters and see Pixar’s animation work 
is in line with what your kids are learning at 
school. This is a time-entry exhibit and it is 
recommended to buy your tickets online in 
advance.  
Time: 11am-6pm • Cost: Adults, $14.95; 
Teens 13-17, $11.95; Kids under 12, $9.95 
www.californiasciencecenter.org
 
Through April 16
Interactive! How Pop Culture 
Reshapes Technology
@Ronald Reagan Library and Museum, 
40 Presidential Dr., Simi Valley
Discover how pop culture influences 
technology through four themed
areas (“How We Work,” Play,” “Move,” and 
Live”). Includes hands-on experiences 
like gaming and 3D printing stations. 
Look out for R2D2 and other cool 
movie memorabilia such as a T-800 
endoskeleton from The Terminator, a full-
size Alien from the Alien films and Marty 
McFly’s Back to the Future hoverboard.
Time: 10am-5pm • Cost: $21, adults, $15, 
ages 11-17, $10, ages 3-10
reaganfoundation.org/library-museum
 
Through Apr. 20 
Dubuffet Drawings, 1935–1962 
Exhibit
@The Hammer Museum, 10899 Wilshire 
Blvd., Los Angeles CA
Hammer Museum presents the West 
Coast debut of the first in-depth museum 
exhibition of works on paper by the 
innovative 20th century French artist Jean 
Dubuffet. Dubuffet was known for trying to 
make art that held the immediacy of the 
untrained, untutored painters so his work 
often has a child-like quality. This exhibit, 
which is described as being family friendly, 
holds over 100 of Dubuffet’s drawing, 
rarely shown in America.
Time 11am-8pm Cost: Free • hammer.
ucla.edu/

Calendar of Events: FEBRUARY 2017
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818.301.5344 
13020 Sherman Way

North Hollywood, CA 91605 www.simplefloors.com

Exotics, French Oak and more
Professional Quality Installation

Beautiful Showroom

Chelsea Robinson CalBRE License #01927742

“Chelsea is that person that’ll 
GET IT DONE and DONE WELL”            

-Lei L. (Buyer) 

“No matter how high your expectations, you 
won’t be disappointed with Chelsea.” 
                                               – Steven G. (Seller)

Are you ready to buy or sell your home? Don’t wait, get in touch with me today!

BUSINESS PROFILE

By Elyse Glickman
By Chelsea Robinson, Realtor at Rodeo Realty

If one of your New Year’s resolutions for 2017 involves 
upgrading your home, a great place to start is the kitchen, the 
physical and emotional heart of your home. While California 

Kitchen Gallery has a stellar reputation among home owners for 
its bathroom and complete home remodels, owners Sam Ramti 
and wife Claudia Rees are proud of their innovative, customized 
work on local homes, using a variety of trends, materials and 
hardware to create looks compatible with their diverse clients’ 
home architecture and lifestyles.

“There is not a category in 
construction that we won’t be able 
to help you with,” says Sam. “Our 
goal is to make the easiest and best 
remodeling any homeowner could 
wish for perfectly crafted and hassle 
free. With every job, we strive to 
make your home a place you would 
truly be in love with, with features 
and accents that describe you. We 
feature a variety of styles, from 
modern to classic, industrial and 
glam-chic, to create a one-of-a-
kind design that compliments your 
family’s lifestyle and interests.”

Services include painting, electrical, plumbing, framing, 
carpentry, flooring and door and window improvements. Their 
showroom also features a prolific collection of prefabricated 
and custom kitchens and bathroom layouts, countertops, tiles 
and more. Adds Claudia, “We are one of the only companies in 
the San Fernando Valley with the knowledge, skills, best prices 
and materials, all under one roof, to suit all kinds of needs and 
budgets. We walk our clients through the whole project, give 
them regular updates on the projects while they are in progress, 
and an accurate estimate of when they will be completed.”

Sam and Claudia make it a point to invite their clients to actively 
participate in the project to make sure all the details are in place 
and the end result is to their liking. They credit their success to 
making a connection with their customers, and their openness for 
them to call anytime with concerns or questions they might have.

“We’ll be always there for them even if the project is done,” says 
Sam. “As we see it, all of our customers are part of our family 
and we treat them like one. It is safe to say nothing is done until 
it meets our standards and our client’s standards.”

In September 2016, economists and realtors filled a room at 
the Long Beach Convention Center to discuss the upcoming 
projections of our current housing markets. That large, 

colorful conversation led to a report that California Association 
of Realtors released on their 2017 Housing Market Forecast.   

So what do the leading economists have to say on what we 
can expect to happen with our housing market next year?  To 
start with the big one, housing prices, the CAR report says that 
realtors expect to see the median house price to increase another 
4.3% statewide. This is after this year's roughly 6% increase. 
In other words, while we're still going up, it's beginning to inch 
upward at a little bit of a slower rate than we've seen as of late.  

Before you get panicked that it's heading for a drop, note the 
average rate of inflation is from 3-5% per year. This means we're 
still within a very healthy, average, and normal rate of inflation.  
And buyers, we're still going up! That means time is still of 
the essence to capitalize on the lower home price with a lower 
interest rate.

The reason why this is still increasing (albeit a bit more slowly) 
is because the market will be driven by tight housing supply 
(which keeps the prices up), along with the lowest affordability 
index in six years (which will keep that price in check from 
going up too much).

CAR V.P. & Chief Economist Leslie Appleton-Young noted, 

“With the 
California economy 
continuing to 
outperform the 
nation, the demand 
for housing will 
remain robust 
even with supply 
and affordability 
constraints still very 
much in evidence.” 
The net result will 
be California's 
housing market posting a modest increase in 2017”.

Another thing that CAR report projects is a small increase in the 
amount of homes that sell next year.  In 2016 we actually had 
that number stay flat. Despite having record setting sales prices, 
we have had record low inventory, driving a strong seller's 
market.  The slight bump up of 1.4% more home sales next year 
shows that more sellers will be wanting to take advantage of  
our market conditions and we'll likely see more inventory hitting 
the market.

California Kitchen Gallery 2017 Housing Forecast: Still Sunny and Hot

If you have any questions on this or selling a home in the San Fernando  
Valley, contact Chelsea Robinson at 818.934.0611, or visit 
ChelseaRobinsonRealEstate.com, which is updated in real time with the  
latest listings for the San Fernando Valley and greater Los Angeles.

4495 Van Nuys Boulevard, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 
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PROTECTING YOUR ASSETS

Provided by Evangeline R. Crowther, Farmer’s Insurance 

There’s a lot of talk about the importance 
of protecting the ones you love with a 
will, a legally enforceable document that 

provides instructions as to how you want your 
property distributed after your death. This may 

include, but not be limited to, instructions on where your money 
should go, who will take ownership of any real estate you own 
and who will be the guardian for your children.

Wills can be as basic or as elaborate as you wish. You could 
write out your will right now on a sheet of paper, although 
without witnesses or a notary, it might not be legal in your 
state. However, there are other, more professional means you 
will want to take into consideration. Dozens of templates are 
available to help you write a will, websites offer resources, and 
many attorneys specialize in drafting wills, and practice probate 
and estate law.

However you choose to draft your will, to generally ensure it 
stands up to legal scrutiny, it’s important to:

• Work with a lawyer.

•  Have at least two witnesses there to verify that you signed the 
document yourself.

• Have the will notarized.

In general, for a will to be valid, you must be in sound judgment 
and mental capacity at the time you sign it and. In most states, 
you must be at least 18 years old. Be sure it’s clearly marked as 
your will, and kept in a safe, but not hidden. Consider sharing its 
location with one or more trusted people in your life.

While the information in your will may be entirely different 
from someone else’s, there are elements of all wills that are 
generally the same.

1) Assets:
Whether it’s short or long, it’s important to make a list of all the 
assets you own. Include all of your bank accounts, credit cards, 
investments, retirement funds, properties, and money that will be 
paid to your family from your life insurance policy.

Certain assets that are countable in your estate can pass directly 
to beneficiaries by operation of law rather than by operation 
of your will and the probate process. These beneficiary-named 
accounts generally include life insurance policies, annuities, 
IRAs and qualified retirement plans such as 401(k)s.

This list can and should be updated frequently with changes to 
your life and assets.

2) Beneficiaries:
Beneficiaries are the people whom you designate to receive 
your assets. For many of us, these include spouses, children and 
immediate family. Beneficiaries can also be organizations that 
you want to support, life-long friends or even total strangers. Just 
remember to include both primary and secondary beneficiaries 
in case the primary ones die before you or don’t meet the 
conditions to receive your assets.

You can get as specific as you need to in your will, for example 
making sure that your son inherits your heirloom pocket watch 
or your granddaughter gets the car. You also have the right to 
specify certain conditions for getting your assets, ie., you can 
set aside money for your daughter contingent on her graduation 
from high school or for your nephew to start that small business 
he’s always wanted. 

3) Guardians, or who should care for  
your kids:
If you have minor children, you need to decide who will become 
their guardians. In most cases, that’s the surviving parent, 
assuming you share custody, but it should be specified in the 

Evangeline Crowther is a Farmers agent based in North Hollywood 
focused on home, life, auto and business insurance. For more information on 
the various services Farmers offers local families, call 818-558-7912 or write  
ecrowther@farmersagent.com.

will. You’ll also need to pick a legal guardian should something 
happen to both parents. This decision should not be taken lightly 
and should be discussed with the potential guardians.

4) Executor, or who makes sure this happens 
when you’re gone:
The executor is a person named in the will to ensure that  
your estate is divided up as you have outlined it. For obvious 
reasons, this should be someone you trust. He or she will also  
be responsible for paying any debts that are associated with your 
estate and distributing your remaining assets. The executor is 
legally obligated to follow the wishes written in the will. 

Upon death, the executor will file paperwork with the local 
probate court. During probate, your executor proves your will is 
valid and he or she will inventory your property, pay debts and 
taxes, and distribute the remaining property as the will describes.

An important difference between wills and life insurance is that 
life insurance is a contract between you and the life insurance 
company and the death benefit will go directly to the beneficiaries 
named in the policy or designated beneficiaries and not through 
probate.

Dying without a will can be a problem for your loved ones, 
and make the pain of dealing with your passing all the more 
frustrating. Laws vary from state to state. In most situations, 
the bulk of your property goes to your next of kin, usually your 
spouse or children. However, even if you told everyone in your 
family what you wanted, if it’s not in writing, your wishes may 
not be followed.

Discussing what will happen after your death is not pleasant, but 

it’s an important thing to do. When you feel the time is right, talk 
to a lawyer and start drawing up your will. Remember, it can be 
changed or updated. Then have a chat with your family to make 
sure they know what to expect too.

Where There’s a Will, There’s a (Right) Way
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By Jeri Rochman, Parenting Consultant

For younger kids, Valentine’s Day is filled 
with candy, hearts and cupcakes. For tweens, 
the holiday becomes a roller coaster of 

emotional highs and lows. And for high school 
students, it can be a day brimming with the possibility of a first 
romance. Parents can help shape Valentine’s Day to become an 
enjoyable event by emphasizing the opportunity to spread love 
and appreciation. As a School Counselor, Parenting Consultant 
and mother of three children, I offer these guidelines for a happy 
Valentine’s Day.

Elementary School: “Do you 
have a Band-Aid? Because I 
skinned my knee when I fell 
for you.” 
As you drop your child off at 
school on February 14, thank 
your lucky stars for the genuine 
kindness of elementary school 
teachers. The general rule is that 
a child must bring a Valentine 
for every member of the class. 
This is a golden opportunity 
to talk with your child about 
kindness and inclusiveness. 

For arts-and-crafty parents, the 
holiday is a fun opportunity to 
break out the markers, stickers, 
and construction paper and 

let the creativity flow freely. And fear not, parents who are not 
handy with a glue-gun, Valentine’s Day cards are not graded; 
your store bought cards are perfectly fine. 

Have your child start a few weeks ahead of February 14, and 
only work on 2-3 cards a night. One suggestion is for parents 
to write the classmates’ name in glue and then have your child 
sprinkle the glue with glitter. Or type and print the names on 
labels and have your child stick the label on the card. Keep in 
mind that the idea is for your child to enjoy the holiday and not 
for it to feel like one more homework assignment. It is fun to add 
a small piece of candy to your card but if your school has a no-
candy policy, possible non-edible treats are stickers, temporary 
tattoos, pencils, and small party favors.

Pro-Tip: Spread the love by making extra Valentines for your 
child to deliver to your school’s unsung heroes. Your school 
custodian, bus driver, crossing guard, nurse and front office 
receptionist will be truly grateful.

Middle School: “If you were a Transformer, you’d be Optimus 
FINE.” 
Valentine’s Day in middle school is pretty much exactly as 
you imagine it: awkward, drama-packed and hormone-fueled. 
Navigating the holiday can be tricky for middle schoolers, 

especially for those in their first year out of elementary school. 
Furthermore, as middle schoolers have five or more different 
classes, it just isn’t feasible to give a Valentine to every 
student in your child’s grade. This means that the main topic 
of conversation at the lunch tables in the days leading up to 
February 14 is who-likes-who and who-is-going-to-the-dance-
with-whom.  

Due to the wide range of maturity levels in middle school, 
some students are thrilled, while others are overwhelmed at the 
thought of a romantic relationship. There are also the inevitable 
hurt feelings when feelings are unrequited or an invitation 
to a dance is turned down. You can assist your child with the 
navigation of these socially choppy waters by sharing your own 
middle school experiences so that your child can begin know 
that they are not alone in their experience. If your child really 
wants to give Valentines to close friends, one suggestion is to 
mail them so as to avoid any hurt feelings at school. 

Pro-Tip: If your child is in a school club or afterschool sport 
or activity, suggest that they bring a treat for everyone in the 
group as a way to bring back the sweetness of the elementary 
school all-inclusive style Valentine’s Day. And again, share the 
holiday with the people at your child’s Middle School who offer 
daily assistance: the school nurse, attendance office personnel, 
librarians, and PE coaches.  

High School: “If I could rearrange the alphabet, I’d put U  
and I together.”
Valentine’s Day in high school often takes on the adult aura of the 
holiday. While teens enjoy the thrill and excitement of a possible 
new romance, there is also additional pressure. 

Parents may also worry that their child’s romantic relationship is 
going too fast. Valentine’s Day provides an opportunity for parents 
to share their values and expectations regarding dating as they 
address these issues. 

If your high school student isn’t interested in the romantic aspect of 
the holiday, suggest alternative activities. Your child and her friends 
can bake treats to be delivered to a local shelter. Or teens can visit 
an animal rescue organization and share their love with abandoned 
dogs, or perhaps a bake sale to raise funds for heart disease.

Parenting: Roses are Awesome, Violets are Cool, 
There’s Nothing Quite Like Valentine’s Day at School! 

Pro-Tip: Teach your child that Valentine’s Day is a holiday to 
show both love and appreciation. Have your child give Valentine’s 
Day cards to their college counselor and guidance counselor to 
show gratitude for their support. Other worthy recipients are the 
teachers who wrote your child’s “letters of recommendations” in 
their college applications.

Family Traditions: Remind your kids that they are your forever 
Valentines. Start the day with a chocolate heart on their pillow.  
Plan a special breakfast with strawberry smoothies or raspberry 
pancakes. Lunch can be tomato soup with grilled cheese 
sandwiches cut into a heart shape. For dinner, a fun tradition is a 
red-themed meal. Begin with a toast to your beautiful family with 
sparkling cranberry apple cider. Then serve spaghetti with red 
sauce or baked salmon, roasted red potatoes with red peppers, and 
raspberry sorbet for dessert. 

Happy Valentine’s Day! Xoxo

Jeri Rochman is a school counselor and parenting consultant. She can be 
reached at jerirochman.jd.ms@gmail.com
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Your Neighborhood Expert

Auto • Home • Life • Business

CA Lic: 0D50076

Terri Yadegar 
Insurance Agent

4523 Van Nuys Blvd. #201
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
tyadegar@farmersagent.com
www.farmersagent.com/tyadegar
www.facebook.com/terriyadegar

Bus:  818-907-6080 
888-990-9228

Fax: 818-907-6082

Make This Magazine Your Own
Sherman Oaks Living is all about bringing people together and 
fostering a closer-knit community! Check out the many ways that you 
can contribute to and take advantage of your monthly neighborhood 
magazine. Let us know what you hope to see in these monthly pages.

•  You can submit nominations of families or individuals whom you 

would like to see highlighted in future cover stories. They could be 
new arrivals, or the longest-established residents on the block, and so 
on. Help us highlight those people who make our community a great 
place to live, work and raise a family. 

•  If you’re part of a book club, social group or charity organization in 
the community, share your experiences and photos, and invite others 
to join you!

•  Showcase the emerging academics, athletes, artists and actors in your 
life by submitting photos and details on your kids’ accomplishments, 
as well as information on school events and fundraisers your family is 
involved in.

•  Introduce your precious pet to the community! We recognize the 
uniqueness of your pet, and are happy to share his/her quirks, habits, 
favorite activities and more.

•  Business owners, the community starts right outside your front door. 
The family feature story is a great place to introduce your services to 
those closest to you.

•  Volunteers, are you passionate about charity work? Do you organize 
a fundraiser each year for a nonprofit or walk to fight disease? Your 
story might motivate others to get involved, too.

•  If you are involved in your homeowners’ association, use this 
magazine to inform neighbors of events, neighborhood activities, yard 
sales, new officers, meeting minutes, contact info for board members, 
or other announcements.

The process is easy. You send us your ideas or recommend neighbors, 
and we will talk with you, write the article and gather photos. Go to 
www.bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit Content.” Or, simply 
e-mail your content coordinator at eglickman@bestversionmedia.com.

Remember, we want stories featuring you and your neighbors! Together 
we can bring people together, stay connected and create an informative, 
family-friendly forum.

We respect your wish for privacy. Resident features are shared only 
within your neighborhood magazine.

FEBRUARY 2017

7651 Sepulveda Blvd.
Van Nuys, CA 91405

www.AldikHome.com
(818) 988-5970

Floralize Beautify your home with realistic silk fl owers, hand-crafted 
silk fl oral arrangements, or a custom-made silk tree!

Jump start 2017 with state  
of the art LED light therapy
• NON-Invasive Fat Loss
• Lose inches in just minutes
•  See measurable results  
immediately

Ultimate Body Contouring 
16545 Ventura Blvd., Suite 20
Encino, CA 91436

Ask about our 
Pure 21/Total 
Body Detox

310.855.2273

3 Weeks To A Brand New You!

www.ultimatebodycontouring.com

$69 intro offer  
for 1st time Sherman 
Oaks Living residents

25% off  
all 10, 15 or 20  

session packages if  
you mention this ad.

2012 2016

Friday - Sunday
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Elite results with affordable private Pilates training for individuals and families. 

GAZELLE PILATES Now Open!

4343 Van Nuys Blvd.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

GazellePilates.com 
Tel. 818-853-2715
Studio Hours:
Monday-Friday: 7am-7pm
Saturday: 8am-2pm
Convenient location & parking.  

15301 VENTURA BLVD

 LOS ANGELES

818.784.1694

R E S E R VAT I O N S
O N L I N E  O R D E R I N G

PFCHANGS.COM

0231

NEW AD GOING 
HERE???


