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NEIGHBORHOOD REAL ESTATE

Home Listings and Sales Update  
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Built
2007
2016
2001
2007
1983
1991
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2000
1937
1987
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1937
1958

Sales Price
$799,000
$3,095,000
$3,549,000
$2,995,000
$499,900
$1,399,000
$4,995,000

Sales Price
$1,325,000
$1,379,000
$1,890,000
$2,580,000
$1,960,000
$2,610,000

Beds
4
5
5
5
3
4
5

Beds
5
3
4
5
4
5

Address
6973 Varna Av, Valley Glen  
4546 Gaviota Crt., Encino
4723 White Oak Av, Encino
3644 Westfall Dr, Encino
13142 Riverside Dr, #2, Sherman Oaks
3523 Dixie Canyon Pl, Sherman Oaks
4425 Woodley Av, Encino

Address
14723 Morrison St, Sherman Oaks
3638 Sheridge Dr., Sherman Oaks
4342 Talofa Av, Toluca Lake
3720 Litchfield Ln, Tarzana
4107 Madelia Av, Sherman Oaks
5401 Ostrom Av., Encin

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in this magazine is 
separate from any statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

6973 Varna Av, Valley Glen
$799,000
4 beds / 3 baths

4546 Gaviota Crt., Encino
$3,095,000
5 bed / 6.5 baths

4723 White Oak Av, Encino
$3,549,000
5 beds / 7.5 baths

3644 Westfall Dr, Encino
$2,995,000
5 beds/ 5.5 baths

13142 Riverside Dr, #2, Sherman Oaks
$499,900
3 beds/ 2. baths

3523 Dixie Canyon Pl, Sherman Oaks
$1,399,000
4 beds / 4.5 baths

4425 Woodley Av, Encino
$4,995,000
5 beds / 8.5 baths

ANDREW MANNING, REALTOR® 
YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERT

14141 Ventura Blvd., Suite 8, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423
818-380-2147• andrew@andrewmanning.com

CalBRE#: 00941825
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To learn more about becoming an Expert Contributor 
 in your field, contact Daniel Lewin at  
dlewin@bestversionmedia.com or 310-279-6287.

Chelsea Robinson CalBRE License #01927742

“Chelsea is that person that’ll 
GET IT DONE and DONE WELL”            

-Lei L. (Buyer) 

“No matter how high your expectations, you 
won’t be disappointed with Chelsea.” 
                                               – Steven G. (Seller)

Are you ready to buy or sell your home? Don’t wait, get in touch with me today!

DEAR RESIDENTS
Time flies, and with July upon us, so have we reached our first anniversary of Sherman  
Oaks Living. We want to extend our deep appreciation to all our wonderful local advertisers  
and business sponsors who had a hand in making this milestone possible. 

And while we're on the subject of celebration, Summer's in full swing, and it will still be after 
the July 4th Fireworks show of your choosing has concluded (see our events calendar for ideas). 
You might start noticing "Back to School" mailers hitting the mailbox, but we recommend 
living in the present and taking full advantage of summer in its prime. There's no better time to 
do all the things you've wanted to do during the rest of the year.

One suggestion is to clean out those family closets and cluttered spaces, and expert contributor 
Kristin Muckley shows you how. Or take some time out to meet the newest member of your 
family with our list of local animal shelters and rescue organizations. Give yourself a break 
from your routine to check out everything Sherman Oaks has to offer, thanks in part to Vicki 
Nussbaum, who keeps the community thriving through her hard work at the S.O. Business 
Improvement District and as Executive Director of the S.O. Chamber of Commerce.

We hope your time with family and friends will be as bright and colorful as the 
annual celebration of America's birthday.

Elyse Glickman
Elyse Glickman | Content Coordinator

SOLD

Happy Anniversary 

Sherman Oaks Living!



Sherman Oaks today is not your parent’s or grandparents’ 
Sherman Oaks. It’s a place that’s greater than the sum of its 
parts. Vicki Nussbaum, who has taken on leadership posts at 

the Sherman Oaks Business Improvement District and Sherman Oaks 
Chamber of Commerce, will attest to this. It’s no ordinary suburb, 
after all. While it has the calm underpinnings and beautiful homes of 
a well-to-do suburb, it is also a vital neighborhood that contributes to 
the character of Los Angeles as a whole. Her involvement in Sherman 
Oaks’ positive leaps forward over the past few years is something she 
takes pride in.

“I joined the Chamber in 2010 serendipitously,” Vicki, 52, recalls. 
“I saw that the Chamber was looking for part-time help with 
membership, and I found the opportunity to play a greater role within 
it compelling. At the time, I was running my nutrition practice. My 
husband, Bruce (54), founded Trifecta Management Group (which 
develops, operates and consults for restaurants and location based 
entertainment, such as trendy bowling centers) and was working hard 
to see it thrive. As small business owners, we both understand the 
challenges involved.” 

Vicki’s commitment and energy was so strong that 18 months after 
joining the Chamber, she was asked to take over for the Executive 
Director position and is now CEO. 

“I surprised myself by how much I loved working with small 
businesses and focusing on improving the Sherman Oaks business 

environment,” she 
continues. In 2015, 
when the Sherman 
Oaks Business 
Improvement District 
lost its Executive 
Director, the 
organization’s top brass 
asked Vicki to take that 
job on a part time basis. 
While the workload 
may seem like a lot to some, for Vicki, 
the dual opportunities were part of her 
true calling.

“The two organizations are quite 
different but ultimately both look to 
make Sherman Oaks a better place 
to do business and a better shopping 
and eating experience for East Valley 
residents,” she says. “While our family’s 
home has been situated in Studio City 
for years, we spend as much time in 
Sherman Oaks as business owners and 
locals enjoying the retail, restaurants, 
and services it offers residents. We want 
to support the businesses that contribute 
to an enjoyable lifestyle unique to the 
East Valley.”

By Elyse Glickman/ Photos by Maxx and Me Photography

During her tenure with both organizations, she points out that 
Sherman Oaks blossomed in the last few years into a major 
destination for upscale dining, not just in the Valley but all of L.A. The 
area is now home to many independent concept-driven restaurants 
powered by innovative chefs, bartenders, and entrepreneurs. These 
include On the 30, The Local Peasant, The Sherman, SOCA, Blu Jam 
Café, and The Tipsy Cow.

“We have become a center for gastro-pubs and craft beer and now 
we are the home for leading edge chefs and restaurant concepts,” 
she observes. “The BID has spent significant money making the 
center of Sherman Oaks, especially around the Ventura and Van Nuys 
intersection, cleaner, safer and more pedestrian friendly. The result 
is better shopping, dining and leisure options for the neighborhood. 
Furthermore, Sherman Oaks has terrific residents who want to stay 
local and it is great to see the Sherman Oaks business community 
offer the neighborhood this opportunity.”

After she points out that trendy fashion boutiques and other specialty 
businesses   have also taken their place further strengthening Sherman 
Oaks’ appeal, she notes that there is so much new happening, it may 
be impossible to grasp Sherman Oaks is celebrating its 90th birthday 
this year. With that milestone, however, the Chamber has taken a 
lead in branding the neighborhood with pole banners celebrating this 
significant occasion. 

In their spare time, the Nussbaums—now empty nesters—spend 
a lot of their free exploring various neighborhoods around Los 
Angeles, and Sherman Oaks is one of their perfectly centralized 

happy places. Vicki notes 
she and Bruce appreciate 
the natural attributes of 
Sherman Oaks as well as 
the stretch of restaurants 
and shops along 
Ventura Blvd as well as 
Sherman Oaks Fashion 
Square and the Sherman 
Oaks Galleria. The couple 
especially enjoys the Van 
Nuys-Sherman Oaks Park 
as a place to catch up with 
neighbors, exercise and enjoy the 
great outdoors.

“Sherman Oaks is the ideal mix of urban and suburban,” agrees 
Bruce. “We regularly walk to restaurants and find there is always 
somewhere new to try.  It is great fun living in a town with some 
of the best and most talked about new places in Los Angeles. Also, 
there’s something about having the ability to walk to great local 
restaurants and bumping into folks you know. And, as former East 
Coast-ers, it is hard to get over walking in 80-degree weather in 
February. We are part of a wonderful, eclectic community filled with 
young professionals, families and couples like us.”

A Stroll in the Oaks
Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate 
your neighbor to be featured in one of our upcoming issues! 
Contact us at eglickman@bestversionmedia.com.

4

MEET THE 
NUSSBAUMS

COVER STORY

5



6 7SHERMAN OAKS  LIVINGJULY 2017

15301 VENTURA BLVD

 LOS ANGELES

818.784.1694

R E S E R VAT I O N S
O N L I N E  O R D E R I N G

PFCHANGS.COM

Jump start 2017 with state  
of the art LED light therapy
• NON-Invasive Fat Loss
• Lose inches in just minutes
•  See measurable results  
immediately

Ultimate Body Contouring 
16545 Ventura Blvd., Suite 20
Encino, CA 91436

Ask about our 
Pure 21/Total 
Body Detox

310.855.2273

3 Weeks To A Brand New You!

www.ultimatebodycontouring.com

$69 intro offer  
for 1st time Sherman 
Oaks Living residents

25% off  
all 10, 15 or 20  

session packages if  
you mention this ad.

F I R S T  T I M E  C L I E N T  O F F E R

FOR2 1
PAY  F O R  O N E  E X E C U T I V E 

S T Y L E  H A I R C U T  &  T H E 
S E C O N D  H A I R C U T 

— I s  F R E E ! —
Value of $49.00

Men’s Executive Style 
Haircut includes: 
A 5-minute neck & 
shoulder massage, 
cut, scalp cleansing, 
conditioner & hot 
towel finish.

4550 Van Nuys Blvd, Unit F |  Sherman Oaks, CA |  (818) 928-3001

Americafest at the Rose Bowl
@1001 Rose Bowl Drive, Pasadena
The anticipated annual event features live 
music, a car show, local business expo and 
kid-friendly activities. Pack your own picnic 
or load up on summer eats and cold brews 
when you arrive. Kids Fun Zone wristbands 
and VIP tickets for food and alcohol tastings 
and roof access are available for purchase.
Time: 4:30-10pm Cost: $13, general 
admission; $25, reserved seating; free, kids 
five and under + $20 parking.
rosebowlstadium.com 

Dodgers Baseball  & Fireworks
@Dodger Stadium, 1000 Vin Scully Ave, Los 
Angeles
What could be more American than a 
ballgame and fireworks? This 4th of July, 
Watch the Dodgers take on the D-backs 
at 6:10pm and then stay after the game 
for a winning fireworks display presented 
by 99 Cents Only Stores! The special 
Independence Day package includes an 
exclusive tee shirt.
Time: 6:10pm Cost: $40-58
mlb.com/dodgers

July 4th Block Party at Grand Park
@Temple to 1st Street, between Spring and 
Hope, Downtown Los Angeles.
Hop the Metro at Universal City and head 
to the Pershing Square station for the city’s 
biggest celebration. There are two main 
stages, one in Grand Park and the other on 
the Music Center Plaza with lots of picnic 
area in between, with performances by 
local bands and musicians from a variety of 
different genres. Games for kids 4-14 will be 
organized on the Grand Park Event Lawn. 
Food and beverages will be available from 
over 25 food vendors.
Time: 2pm-10pm Cost: free
grandparkla.org 

Jul. 10 – Aug. 4
STEM3 Summer Challenge
@The Help Group Valley Glen Campus, 
6455 Coldwater Canyon Ave.,Valley Glen
This exciting week long camp explores 
everything from coding and cybersecurity, 
drones to game design. For bright, curious, 
technology-driven students grades K - 12 with 
social and/or learning differences. Programs 
include game design, 3D design and printing, 
electronics, and programming.
Time: 8:30am-1pm Cost: $499
stem3academy.org

Mon-Fri, Jun. 27-Aug. 1
Summer Zoo Camps
@The Los Angeles Zoo, 5333 Zoo Drive,  
Los Angeles
The Los Angeles Zoo offers kids and 
preteens the opportunity to travel the world in 
pursuit of knowledge on their favorite animals 
for a week, without leaving L.A.! Through 
themed programs, campers will be engaged 
in explorations of animals prehistoric and 
present in Australia, Africa and other corners 
of the world recreated at the zoo.
Time: 8am-3pm weekdays Cost: $280/week, 
members; $310/week, non-members.
Time: 8am-3pm weekdays Cost: $280/week, 
members; $310/week, non-members. tickets.
lazoo.org

Thurs-Sat, Jul 6-8
Harry Potter and The Prizoner of Azkaban-
In Concert
@ The Hollywood Bowl, 2301 Highland Ave, 
Los Angeles, CA
Justin Freer, conductor of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, brings one of the most lively 
summer family films alive with a performance 
of the film’s stirring musical score echoing the 
films thrills, chills, and technical wizardry.
Time: 8pm. Cost: $14-68
hollywoodbowl.com
 
Through July 9
The Book Of Mormon
@The Pantages Theater
The irreverent, politically relevant musical 
from the creators of the long-running series 
“South Park” makes its joyous and jubilant 
return to Hollywood. The comedy follows 
the misadventures of a mismatched pair 
of missionaries sent half way around the 
world to spread the “Good Word,” only to get 
schooled by the natives in ways they never 
imagined.
Time: 10am-5pm  Cost: $49-325

Wed, July 12 
I’m Sorry – Series 
Premieres on TruTV 
@10pm ET/PT
Joining Savage 
in the first season 
are series regulars 
Tom Everett Scott 
(Southland) as 
Andrea’s more 
straitlaced husband 
Mike, 
and newcomer Olive Petrucci as Andrea and 
Mike’s inquisitive daughter, Amelia. 
TruTv 10pm ET/PT

Fri-Sat. Jul 21-22  
Kool & the Gang, Morris Day & The Time, 
The Village People
@The Hollywood Bowl, 2301 Highland Ave, 
Los Angeles, CA
Now’s the time to get down with your favorite 
R&B and dance songs from the 1970s and 
80s, from Kool & The Gang’s solid dance 
floor hooks, to Morris Day’s deep funk 
grooves to the sing-along ready tunes from 
the vibrantly clad Village People. Don’t try to 
stop the music in this ultimate dance party of 
a concert.
Time: 8pm Cost: $17-66
hollywoodbowl.com

Thru Aug. 20
New Frontiers: The Many Worlds of 
George Takei
@Japanese American National Museum,  
100 N. Central Ave, Los Angeles
Famed Star Trek actor and community leader 
George Takei is celebrated in this exhibit, 
which follows the L.A.-born Takei’s life and 
career, from his family’s incarceration in the 
Japanese-American internment camps during 
WWII, to his many film and TV roles, to his 
work in public service. 
Time: Noon-8pm, Thurs. Cost: $10, adults;  
$6 students and seniors; free, kids under 5    
janm.org

Thru September 3
Paul Simon: Words & Music
@Skirball Cultural Center, 2701 N. 
Sepulveda, Los Angeles
Based on exclusive interviews with the 
artist, the show walks visitors through Paul 
Simon’s life and music and illuminates his 
creative process. His instruments, records, 
sheet music, handwritten lyrics, photography, 
costumes, and stage maquettes, will be on 
view, while listening stations and performance 
footage spanning Simon’s six-decade  
career brings the exhibit an interactive 
edge. The L.A. edition of this exhibition also 
includes additional artifacts from Simon’s 
private archive.
Time: 12-5pm T-F; Sat-Sun 10am-5pm  
Cost: $12, adults; $9 seniors; $7 kids 2-12    
skirball.org

[EVENTS]

JULY
July 4th Fireworks Shows
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By Kristin Muckley, Closet Therapy Now 

As families grow and homes expand, so does the 
amount of stuff we own. Most of us accumulate 

at a much faster rate than we discard. Over time, as a 
consequence, we can find ourselves overwhelmed  

and surrounded by clutter. Homes become filled with more toys 
than children even have time to play with. Old sports equipment  
and electronics collect dust, and our closets start to resemble a  
walk down memory lane. Though the idea of getting rid of things 
we don’t need is appealing, decluttering can be challenging for 
multiple reasons. Even with a bit of work ahead, however, the 
benefits far outweigh witnessing your home transform into the 
family storage unit.

“With children, the process becomes fun when 
you offer them choices on how to go about it.  

I like to use the “One In, One Out” Rule

Summer is the perfect time to introduce new concepts, like 
decluttering, to children while their routine is already in transition. 
With children, the process becomes fun when you offer them 
choices on how to go about it. I like to use the “one in, one out” 
rule. When they receive or pick out a new toy, they also choose an 
old toy they want to give away. Not only does this keep their rooms 
from becoming cluttered, it also empowers them to determine for 
themselves what has value and is worth keeping.

Kids are constantly growing, 
they’re bodies are changing and 
they are regularly needing new 
clothes. As they transition from 
children to adolescence, their 
styles change, their interests, 
activities, and hobbies evolve. We 
don't expect them to hang onto 
items that they’ve outgrown or 
expect them to be wearing the 
same clothes they did 10 years ago. 
So why do we so often expect that 
of ourselves?

We get upset when our clothes no 
longer fit, we hang onto the tennis 
clothes even though we haven’t 
played in years, we still have our 
power suits although the workforce 

rarely requires them anymore. Not to mention the trends we hang on 
to, convinced that they will one day come back in to style.

It’s important to keep in mind that just because we’ve entered 
adulthood, it doesn’t mean we stop growing and changing. Our 
bodies continue to change as our interests, energy levels and 
lifestyles evolve. Whether we’re single, married, raising children, 
in the workforce, physically active or have health issues, we can 
anticipate varying wardrobe needs with each phase of adulthood. 
Ideally, our closets and our homes evolve as we do and are a 
reflection our current lifestyle.

How-To’s for 
Effective Decluttering
•  Just because something is  

still in good shape doesn’t 
mean you need to keep it. 
Instead, consider if your 
family is actually getting 
 use out of the item.

•  Remember extra stuff can be burdensome. Our things require 
storage, cleaning and maintenance. Consider if the cost of keeping 
an item worth it the extra time and energy.

• Also consider if an item adds value or enhancing your life.

•  Consider getting rid of duplicates or anything easily replaceable.

•  Would someone else benefit from the item more? There are plenty 
of families in need who would be grateful to inherit your unused 
items.

•  Remember that owning less means less cleaning. Here, less really 
is more!

If you are interested in beginning the process of pairing down your 
belongings and adding more space, check out Kristin Muckley at 
closettherapynow.com

EXPERT CONTRIBUTOR 

Set Yourself Free By Decluttering Your Closets

Closet full of emotional baggage?

STOP SUBCONSCIOUSLY HOLDING 
YOURSELF IN THE PAST. HONOR YOUR 

PAST AND PRESERVE MEMORIES WHILE 
ALSO LETTING GO OF CLUTTER.

(424) 302-7972
kristin@closettherapynow.com

www.closettherapynow.com

Contact me to learn more.

Home Loans

1  For jumbo loan amounts used to purchase a single family residence on a loan amount of less than $1 million, borrower must provide documentation totaling a minimum reserve of 6 months of 
principal, interest, taxes, homeowners/hazard insurance and assessments (homeowner’s association fees/dues/special assessments) – (“PITIA”) related to subject loan/property. For loan amounts 
greater than $1 million and up to $2 million, documentation totaling a minimum reserve of 12 months of PITIA is required. Interest-only payment option, property and/or occupancy type may 
require a higher level of reserves, please ask for details. For loan amounts greater than $2 million and less than or equal to $3 million, borrower must provide documentation of reserves totaling a 
minimum of 24 months of PITIA related to subject loan/property. For loan amounts greater than $3 million, the same reserves are required and must be held in a Bank of America and/or its affiliates 
(Merrill Lynch and/or U.S. Trust) account. Two separate full appraisals are required. Excellent credit required, including proof of recent consistent housing payment history. Loan to value and property 
type restrictions apply, ask for details. Not available on all loan programs. Other restrictions apply. Minimum down payment requirements vary by property type and location; ask for details.

2  Investment properties and second homes are ineligible. Not available in certain markets. Buyers must have excellent credit and 12 months reserves. Certain restrictions may apply for first-time 
homebuyers. Down payments less than 10.01% require $1 million in post-closing liquidity held at Bank of America and/or its affiliates at time of application. Other restrictions apply. Minimum down 
payment requirements vary by property type and location; ask for details. 
Credit and collateral are subject to approval. Terms and conditions apply. This is not a commitment to lend. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. 
Bank of America, N.A., Member FDIC.  Equal Housing Lender. ©2016 Bank of America Corporation. ARKCFDKL 00-62-3221D 07-2017

If you’re planning to buy a higher-value home, 
Bank of America can help. We offer jumbo  
loans that can meet a variety of needs.

The benefits of a jumbo loan include:

•  Loan amounts up to $5 million on owner-occupied 
properties, and up to $2 million on second homes1

•  Low, competitive interest rates 

•   Down payments as low as 10.01% with no  
mortgage insurance for qualified borrowers on  
owner-occupied properties up to $1 million2

I’ll be happy to review your options and help you find a  
home loan that’s right for you. I look forward to talking  
with you about our range of jumbo loans.

Sam Simani  
Pinnacle Club 
Sr FC Lending Officer - E 
NMLS ID: 765860 
818.984.9228 (Direct) 
12223 VENTURA BLVD, STUDIO 
STUDIO CITY, CA 91604-2558 
sam.simani@bankofamerica.com 
https://mortgage.bankofamerica.com/samsimani 

Home loan options for 
higher-value homes 

Freshen up your wardrobe and your life by cleaning out what you don’t need.
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Elite results with affordable private Pilates training for individuals and families. 

M
Sm

ith Lew
is Photography

GAZELLE PILATES

Convenient location & parking.  

4343 Van Nuys Blvd.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

GazellePilates.com 
Tel. 818-853-2715
Studio Hours:
Monday-Friday: 7am-7pm
Saturday: 8am-2pm

GazellePilates.com 
Tel. 818-853-2715

By Alan Feldstein 

I am pleased and honored to 
begin my tenure as  
your travel consultant,  

and dedicate my first Studio  
City Neighbors column to 

give you a little background about what we do, as well as 
sharing some helpful tips and ideas with you.

My passion is Africa. I began traveling there as a tourist in 
2000, which led to my founding Infinite Safari Adventures 
(I am a “reformed lawyer”), a custom wildlife safari and 
adventure company. I have visited 14 countries in Africa, 
which informs our company philosophy to not to send anyone 
anywhere or have them do anything that I would not have done 
myself. Climb Mt. Kilimanjaro? I have done that. Scuba dive 
or kayak in Zanzibar? Done that. Track chimps in the Mahale 
Mountains? Scout gorillas in Rwanda and Uganda?  View 
Victoria Falls? Yes! After over 17 years of traveling to Africa, 
I have had many amazing experiences I hope to share that will 
inspire others to start planning that “trip of a lifetime.” 

The first question many of my customers have is how they 
where to go on their first safari? Africa is the second largest 
and second most populous continent (Asia is number 1). The 
continent is three times the size of the United States, and made 

up of 55 countries. Over 2000 languages are spoken, and it 
boasts a population of over a billion people. You can’t see it 
all in one visit…and you should not try. You can’t do it all 
in a two-week vacation. Instead, figure out what’s important 
to you? Gorillas in Rwanda or Uganda? Witness the Great 
Wildebeest Migration in Tanzania or Kenya? Seeing Victoria 
Falls on the border of Zambia and Zimbabwe? South African 
wine tasting? A walking safari in Zambia? That is like saying 
you want to see the Lincoln Memorial, the Statute of Liberty, 
visit The Alamo, the Grand Canyon, Disneyland, Vegas and 
Alaska in 14 days.

While most people say they will only go to Africa once in 
their lives, I find that after that first trip, like me, Africa is 
in your blood and you will want to return and explore more. 
Safari is the Swahili word for long journey. In the past it 
evoked images of big game hunting - then returning to a formal 
dinner and stories over gin and tonics around a fire. Today we 

EXPERT CONTRIBUTOR

To start your research on dozens of itineraries, contact Alan Feldstein at 
Infinite Safari Adventures through adventure@infinitesafariadventures.
com or by calling 818-508-1885.

Infinite Safari,  
Infinite Possibilities

shoot with cameras, not 
guns. There is nothing 
like viewing wildlife in a 

natural habitat that can’t be seen anywhere else in the world. 
As in Hemingway’s day, a day on safari might end with sitting 
around a fire and telling stories under the stars, but this time 
returning to a luxurious tent with real beds, flush toilets and 
hot showers. You do not have to rough it on Safari. The options 
can be overwhelming, but I am committed to helping you make 
those choices. In addition to sending clients to Africa, I strongly 
believe in giving back within the structure of the company 
and how I do business. I have helped a Maasai warrior go to 
college, built a water well in a village in Kenya and serve on the 
board of trustees of the Cheetah Conservation Fund located in 

Namibia. In fact, for the last seven years, I have 
hosted our “Meetah Cheetah” event right here in 
Sherman Oaks where our special guest is a live 
cheetah! This year it will be held on May 20th.  
If you are interested in attending, please send me 
an email. 

When you step into our office, you will find 
yourself shifting your priorities: Instead of looking 
at pictures in a magazine or on TV and envying 
the people you see, you can experience that 
“bucket list” trip of a lifetime—which is more 
 in reach than you think.

You Are Going To Africa...Someday?

Infinite Safari Adventures offers a personalized 
Wildlife Safari & Adventure Experience 

We are your Studio City neighbor! 
Call today and make your “bucket list” dream come true! 

818-508-1885 or 
email us at adventure@infinitesafariadventures.com

Well, “Someday” is Now!®
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Years ago, when my kids were in 
elementary school, I was feeling anxious 
about making plans for the upcoming 

summer. We were in the midst of a home remodel 
that was dragging on longer than anticipated and our finances 
were taking a sharp hit. Sleep-away summer camp and 
fabulous family trips were simply not in the cards. One day 
in early June, I picked my kids up from school and we drove 
home in our mini-van. 

My daughter burst into tears and wailed, “Everybody but us is 
going to Hawaii this summer!” My middle son chimed in, it’s 
not fair. All of my friends are going to sleep-away camp on a 
lake!” My younger son had no idea what the older two were 
upset about but nevertheless began to weep, “Not fair!!!” I felt 
sad and guilty about not providing exciting summer plans for 
my kids.

The next day I had a chat with our school’s principal, who was 
wise and grandmotherly. I shared my tale of woe, and hoped 
she would offer me comfort. She said, “Oh, my own kids used 
to say the same thing. They would say that ‘everybody’ was 
going on fabulous trips during the break, and they felt cheated 
because our family had to stay home because my husband and I 
needed to work.” 

I nodded my head, so pleased that she understood. But then 
she said, “So I told my kids, that’s nice for those families, but 
that is not our reality.” I was so surprised and, to be honest, a 
bit shocked. I asked her if she felt any need to fix the situation 
so that her kids would not feel left out. She practically scoffed 
and said, “You do not need to apologize to your children. They 
have lovely lives and they will have a great summer. Hawaii or 
the Bahamas is not their reality so no point on dwelling on what 
you don’t have and focus on what you do. Now get on with it!”

I thought about her words as I drove home. She was right. 
My family’s reality was that we were going to have a great 
summer within our means. So I started to make plans that 
would provide fun and excitement as well as down time 
for relaxation. I had to get creative and seek out low-cost 
activities, which turned out to be much easier to find than I 
imagined. 

Today, in my current work as a Parenting Advisor, I am aware 
that there are many families facing summer obstacles that 
include financial pressure, required summer school, or needing 
to take care of elderly grandparents. But those of us who are 
lucky enough to live in Studio City have endless possibilities 
for summer fun and new experiences. 

The following are some suggestions that may work for your 
family, whatever your reality may be: 

¬Go to the 
beach! Make a 
consistent plan to 
go to the beach 
at least once or 
twice a week. We 
are so fortunate 
to live so close to 
gorgeous beaches! 
Pack a picnic 
basket and add 
special treats to 
make it feel like 
a celebration. To 
add to the fun, 
connect with other 
families and go 
as a group. I suggest bringing a poster board printed with a 
schedule to make the day feel like summer camp. For example: 
10am - Swim and sand castle building, 11:30 - Lunch, 12:30 
- quiet reading time, 1pm - Boogie boarding, 2:30 - Walk to 
Snack Shack For Ice Cream Cones, 4pm - Pack it up!

If you have to work, talk to your supervisor about taking a few 
days off over the summer to spend with your family. Perhaps a 
co-worker can cover your duties for your day off and you can 
return the favor in kind.

By Jeri Rochman, Resident Contributor, Parenting

A Few Cures for the Summertime Blues ¬ Check out low cost summer day camp options: Attending 
a summer camp fair can be challenging for parents who 
work full time, but these fairs provide information on local 
summer camps. Parents Education League of Los Angeles 
(parentseducationleague.org) has a wealth of information about 
local summer camps on their website. 

¬ Spark a new passion: Summer is a wonderful time to 
nurture your child’s passions or discover a new one. If your 
tween is an animal lover, help them to find a volunteer position 
at our local animal shelter. If your child loves to bake, set 
up a weekly lemonade and homemade cookie stand. Get 
your teen CPR trained and have them offer their services 
to your neighbors. For budding artists, a trip to the Broad 
Contemporary Art Museum is inspiring - and free!

Many college admission counselors suggest that a summer 
job is the best way for teens to learn responsibility, as well 
get the thrill of a paycheck. A number of our local businesses 
including Jamba Juice, Pinkberry, and some of our local 
grocery stores hire teens starting at age 16.

¬ It is okay for your child to be a little bit bored:  Have 
days where the entire day is unscheduled and allow for 
boredom to spark initiative. You may be pleasantly surprised 
what your kids can come up with! Now get on with it and have 
a great summer!

The easiest way to enjoy the summer is to be true to your kids’ 
interests and make plans that work for your family members’ 
current reality. Make your kids forget about what they think 
summer should be, and help them appreciate what it summer 
can be with a little imagination.

RESIDENT CONTRIBUTOR

818.301.5344  
Ask for Danny

13020 Sherman Way
North Hollywood, CA 91605 www.simplefloors.com

Exotics, French Oak and more
Professional Quality Installation

Beautiful Showroom

Kylie R. Sharfner
Agent
New York Life Insurance Company
CA Ins Lic #0J16398
(818) 662-7505  
Cel: (323) 839-6205
Krmason@ft.newyorklife.com
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7651 Sepulveda Blvd.
Van Nuys, CA 91405

www.AldikHome.com
(818) 988-5970

Floralize Beautify your home with realistic silk fl owers, hand-crafted 
silk fl oral arrangements, or a custom-made silk tree!

Though any time of a year is a 
good time to adopt an animal in 
need of a “fur-ever” home, the 

advantages of adopting a pet during 
the summer comes kids being off from 
school and more hours of sunlight that 
allow for a smoother adjustment time 
for you and the newest member of the family. 

Here’s a sampling of local shelters that not only house many 
deserving pets, but also have staff who will guide you every step 
of the way.

East Valley Animal Shelter/The Friends of East Valley
@14409 Vanowen St., Van Nuys 
The Friends of East Valley, an instrumental part of the shelter’s 
success, is run by volunteers, networkers, and photographers 
who support the efforts of the Los Angeles East Valley Animal 
Services Shelter in an effort to network and rescue or adopt as 
many dogs, cats, and other animals from this shelter as possible. 
laanimalservices.com

Purrfect Solutions Feline Rescue
@Sherman Oaks. 
Purrfect Solutions is a small, volunteer-led organization founded 
on June 10, 2000. It rescues and adopt out homeless cats and 
kittens, providing care including, but not limited to, spaying/ 
neutering, testing, vaccinating, and cuddling. Purrfect Solutions  
is led by actress Patricia Winters, an L.A. residence since 1955 
who has devoted more than a decade of her life, and home, to 
rescuing cats in the San Fernando Valley. For appointments,  
call 818-784-4297. purrfectsolutions.com.

The Cat Connection L.A. at Beverly Oaks Animal  
Hospital Pet Resort
@14302 Ventura Boulevard, Sherman Oaks, CA
Cat Connection is a no-kill facility, keeping all animals until 
placed. All animals live at our cattery or within one of our foster 
homes until placed. All animals coming into Cat Connection 

are tested for FELV/FIV, vaccinated, de-wormed, bathed and 
medically treated before placement. It also offers advertising of 
animals to the public for placement of unwanted pets on all of our 
websites for a small donation. •  catconnectionla.org

Wylder’s Holistic Pet Center and Rescue
@11939 Ventura Blvd. Studio City, CA 
In addition to providing pet owners with top of the line products, 
including food, toys and supplements that are healthy, organic, and 
GMO free, they also operate an innovative rescue program. They 
have a foundation dedicated to taking dogs from local kill shelters, 
rehabilitating them and preparing them for their new lives. 
Potential families will need to fill out an application and allow a 
member of the foundation to do a home check before a dog will 
be allowed to live with them. It also provides free classes for 
“SuperHeroes” in the making so that they can learn how to work 
with and care for these dogs. • wyldersholisticpetcenter.com

The Rescue Train
@11271 Ventura Blvd, #405, Studio City (mailing address only)
The Rescue Train’s mission is to create unique programs and 
solutions in their efforts to make Los Angeles a No-Kill city. 
Some of these programs include the “Trained for Life” program 
where shelters dogs are completely obedience trained prior to 
adoption, and the annual “Race for the Rescues” which funds and 
supports many other important animal welfare organizations. The 
Rescue Train empowering pet owners with other options than 
surrendering a family pet. Call 323-899-5640 for appointments.
therescuetrain.org 

Dr. Doghouse Bully Crew Rescue
@11054 Ventura Blvd, Studio City
Damon Andres and Robin Russell co-founded this organization 
to highlight bully breeds in a positive light through education 
and training. They rescue neglected, homeless, and abused dogs 
and place them in loving forever homes. Damon and Robin know 
firsthand how loving, smart, special, loyal and sweet bully breeds 
can be. They want to change the racism and fear of these dogs and 
have made it their mission to educate the public on the often 
misunderstood “Bully Breeds”.

OUR COMMUNITY

Rescue Me! Where to Meet Your New “Best Friend”
By Elyse Glickman Your Neighborhood Expert

Auto • Home • Life • Business

CA Lic: 0D50076

Terri Yadegar 
Insurance Agent

4523 Van Nuys Blvd. #201
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
tyadegar@farmersagent.com
www.farmersagent.com/tyadegar
www.facebook.com/terriyadegar

Bus:  818-907-6080 
888-990-9228

Fax: 818-907-6082

When thirty-
two-year-old 
actor Gregor  
Collins  
reluctantly 
interviewed  
for a job as  
a caregiver, 
he had no idea 
his life was 
about to change 
forever.

“Astonishing and self-assured... moments of hilarity alternate  
with deeply tender scenes...  
a beautiful memoir not to  
be missed.”  
~ Seattle Post-Intelligencer 

“Collins’s affection for Maria comes out on every page – 
variously reverent, poignant, awestruck, and romantic.”  
~ Publishers Weekly 

“In his captivating diary about Maria Altmann’s final  
three years of life, Collins portrays a Golden Lady and the  
eventful century she survived and lived... a memorable  
story of suffering, history, art, memories, fun, and love.”  
~ Austrian Cultural Forum New York 

The life story of Maria Altmann inspired The  
2015 film “Woman in Gold” starring Helen Mirren. 

Now read about the remarkable relationship with  
her caregiver over the last 3 years of her life.

AVAILABLE ON AMAZON IN KINDLE AND PAPERBACK

“Collins captures the charm, 
magnetism, flirtatious, funny, 
acerbic and wise sides of that 
extraordinary woman for 
whose affection I vied. Bless him 
for keeping her memory alive.”  
~  Stephen Lash, 

Vice Chairman of Christie’s 
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