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NEIGHBORHOOD REAL ESTATE

Home Listings and Sales Update  
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Address
15717 La Maida St., Encino  
4420 Estrondo Dr., Encino     
4029 Davana Rd., Sherman Oaks 
14127 Weddington St., Sherman Oaks             
4242 Mooncrest Place, Encino
13517 Contour Dr., Sherman Oaks     
17031 Countess Pl., Encino     
15604 Vandorf Pl., Encino    
3613 Dixie Canyon Ave., Sherman Oaks 
3826 Benedict Canyon Ave., Sherman Oaks 
4239 Bellingham Ave., Studio City  

4537 Tyrone Avenue, Sherman Oaks 
14332 Greenleaf St., Sherman Oaks  
4197 Hayvenhurst Dr., Encino

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in this magazine is 
separate from any statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

4197 Hayvenhurst Dr., Encino 
Hampton’s Retreat w/unique high quality finishes. 
Magazine ready decor enhances this unique brand 
new masterpiece by well-known local builder. 

Price: $3,995,000

ANDREW MANNING 
YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERT

4655 White Oak Ave., Encino 
Gated traditional 1 level home w/ impressive 
frontage South of Rancho St. Yard with a diverse 
array of entertaining spaces including grass & pool.

Price: $1,795,000
14305 Roblar Place, Sherman Oaks 
Exciting, down to the studs like new, re-imagined/
expanded classic 7 BD/8.5 BA Sherman Oaks  
cul-de-sac estate.

Price: $4,999,000 
4723 White Oak Ave., Encino 
Great new price! Sprawling “Four Seasons” style 
Villa has 8-10 car garage. Resort-style grounds with 
lawns, pool/spa and BBQ center.  

Price: $3,749,000 
3720 Litchfield Ln., Tarzana 
Apx 6400 sq ft home in the coveted Mulholland 
Park Estates guard gated community. Minutes from 
Hiking/Biking trails & Braemar & El Caballero 
Country Clubs.

Price: $2,799,000
14141 Ventura Blvd., Suite 8, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423

818-380-2147• andrew@andrewmanning.com
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November • 2016

EXPERT CONTRIBUTORS

To learn more about becoming an expert contributor,  
contact Daniel Lewin at  dlewin@bestversionmedia.com 
or 310-279-6287.

in Sherman Oaks
SALES

PENDING SALES

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements and advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of Best Version Media (BVM) or any 
municipality, homeowners associations, businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content 
submitted. All content submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2016 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.

DEAR RESIDENTS
There’s a lot to be thankful this month at Sherman Oaks Living. We’ve put together a perfect 
lineup of stories reflecting that the notions of “family” and “community” are practically 
interchangeable in all of the right ways. From Dr. Cory Rabonza, who is clearly proud to have 
served so many families in Sherman Oaks, with her established, comprehensive dental practice 
over the years. To our guest columnist, Bernard Otis, who reflects on how the generations 
making up Sherman Oaks’ population can use Thanksgiving as a holiday to reflect on how they 
add to each others’ lives. NW Rugs & Furniture, meanwhile, provides us wonderful suggestions 
on how every home owner can add warmth and personality to their living space for holiday 
entertaining, family time and beyond. 
Our regular calendar is packed with events that provide entertainment, education and fun for the 
whole family, and we’ve also provided a handy food pantry guide that epitomizes everything 
Sherman Oaks represents for the families who have bought homes here. We want to be sure  
that all of us have ample opportunity to start giving back to a community that has given so 
much to us.  

So even before you begin planning Thanksgiving dinner at the end of the month, 
we hope this issue whets the appetite for new ways to appreciate everything 
Sherman Oaks has to offer.

Elyse Glickman
Elyse Glickman | Content Coordinator

 November  
2016

HARVARD-WESTLAKE  
SCHOOL

arvard-Westlake strives to 
be a diverse and inclusive 
community united by the 
joyful pursuit of educational 

excellence, living and learning with 
integrity, and purpose beyond ourselves.

HARVARD-WESTLAKE SCHOOL
3700 Coldwater Canyon Avenue Studio City, CA 91604

(818) 487-6601 • community@hw.com

For more information 
about Harvard-Westlake 
in the community and 
to sign up to receive 
updates please visit 
www.hw.com/community.
 



4 5

C M Y CM MY CY CMY K

 nwrugs.com
Sherman Oaks 14564 Ventura Blvd (818) 386-7847
Agoura Hills 28610 Canwood St (818) 706-3333

3 location in Portland, OR, - (503) 682-7847 • Las Vegas, NV - (702) 737-7847

Monday - Saturday: 10AM to 7PM - Sunday: 11AM to 6PM

Grand Opening
Rugs & Furniture - Now In Sherman Oaks

LIVING ROOM •  BEDROOM • DINING ROOM

New Store!
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Chelsea Robinson CalBRE License #01927742

“Chelsea is that person that’ll 
GET IT DONE and DONE WELL”            

-Lei L. (Buyer) 

“No matter how high your expectations, you 
won’t be disappointed with Chelsea.” 
                                               – Steven G. (Seller)

Are you ready to buy or sell your home? Don’t wait, get in touch with me today!

NW Rugs Has Your Home Covered
BUSINESS PROFILE: NW RUGS

With an eye for design and function, Shawn Nili and Mark 
Moran opened their first North West Rugs & Furniture 
showroom in April 1996 in Tigard, OR, and then followed 

that instant success with another location in Wilsonville. It wasn’t long 
before word about their selection, service and sense of style got beyond 
Oregon. Nili and Moran’s solid formula has traveled brilliantly, into the 
Phoenix area, Las Vegas and Agoura Hills.

Our team has now rolled the red carpet out—so to speak—for its 
highly anticipated Sherman Oaks location. Along with sublime rugs 
from around the world, the store brings to the East Valley 20+ years 
of experience and the enduring goal to ensure every client has an 
opportunity to find one rug or many rugs which suit their home’s 
design, functional needs and personal style. This is demonstrated 
through the showroom’s huge selection of quality rugs and furniture.  

“We get inspiration by helping people beautify their surroundings and 
complete the look of their 
home,” says Shawn. “Our 
philosophy is encouraging 
customers to simply just 
bring room measurements 
and preferred color schemes 
to the shop. We will do the 
rest. Since we have such a 
huge selection, it’s our job 
to make sure the customer 
is not overwhelmed, and 
they are happy with their 
purchase.”

NW Rugs’ experienced design professionals also make house calls 
when necessary and work closely with many interior designers. 

“We are reputable and believe in dealing honestly with our customers, 
and willing to meet and beat our competitor prices if necessary,” adds 
Shawn. “However, we usually have the best price in town. When you 
put that with the excellent service we offer, everybody leaves extremely 
satisfied. This wonderful harmony is why most who have experienced 
North West Rugs & Furniture return to shop with us, as well as refer us 
to a friend or family members.” 

The founders say they are fortunate to have opened a new location in 
Sherman Oaks, especially with the area’s diverse range of clients and 
architectural styles. We never know who will stop in the showroom, 
and this makes every day both exciting and rewarding. It offers us the 
ability to help the community decorate and beautify. 

Some big home trends we are projecting for 2017 include, “Bohemian 
Rhapsody,” influenced by the aesthetics of North Africa (Morocco), 
Turkey, India South America and the Orient. We are seeing a lot of 
Natural Wool fabric in a hand Knotted rug with a very Indigenous 
geometrical design. We have a new collection by Joanna Gaines from 
Magnolia Homes, which has a strong regional “West Coast” look 
through a palate of amazing bright colors like rust, amber, mustard, 
indigo, emerald, and antique and natural white. Furthermore, we have 
something for everyone, from a modern shag texture, to strong exotic 
prints with bold colors, to soft pastels and neutrals in a fine rug. No 
matter what your preferences or taste, chances are your home style  
and your mood will be elevated after a visit to the new store. 

By Sally Azad 
Rug & Furniture consultant at NW Rugs & Furniture, Sherman Oaks

NW Rugs & Furniture is now open at 14564 Ventura Boulevard,  
Sherman Oaks, CA. For more information, visit us or call 818.386.7847
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Dr. Cory C. Rabonza’s life and career is filled with 
vignettes showcasing her in her best elements: working 
towards her dreams, standing her ground, and touching 

many lives.

Born and raised in the Philippines, Cory was exposed to the 
values of hard work and maximizing one’s gifts early in life. 
Her parents believed education was the best gift they could give 
her. She was a conscientious student and carried this persistence 
to and through dental school. She came to the United States 
with dreams of practicing her dental profession here. It was 
not an easy road, but she hurdled all the obstacles thrown her 
way. She worked her way from the bottom, never giving up or 
compromised her ideals. Her long-established practice, Healthy 
Smiles Dental Office – a testament to her determination, now 
stands at the heart of Ventura Boulevard’s La Reina Plaza in 
Sherman Oaks.

The years have seen Cory evolve into a self-assured woman  
who knows her life’s mission and vision and strives to do  
her best work. “I see myself as an instrument in improving 
people’s smiles,” she insists. “It is important to have a keen  
eye for details, commit yourself to going the extra mile, and 
leave no stone unturned to ensure every patient gets the best  
care possible.”

Cory also places a high value on continuing education for her 
and her personnel. Top ratings and favorable reviews from 
her patients affirm the quality care and excellent service her 
dental office provides the residents of Sherman Oaks and other 
neighboring communities. This determination and emphasis  
on service has made Cory an inspiring presence in the lives  
of her family, friends, and employees. She radiates a positive 
aura and is not one who would dwell on the negative. 

Beyond the office, Cory is a loving daughter and mother. She 
also is described by those closest to her as a supportive sister, 
a loyal friend, and a nurturing employer all rolled into one! 
She always finds the time to take an active role in ensuring the 
well-being of her elderly parents. However, if you think that it’s 
all serious stuff for this hardworking dentist, think again. She 
does know how to let her hair down and have fun. Her daughter, 
Barbara, a 7th grader at Buckley School, is her accomplice 
in exploring fun places and experiencing new things. It is a 
common sight to see the two of them trying out the latest “in” 
dining place in Sherman Oaks. They also love watching movies 
at the ArcLight Cinemas and, on weekends, binge watch a 
Netflix series or two. (Stranger Things is a current favorite). 
The two of them sometimes just enjoy lounging in the house in 
their pajamas and playing with Betty, their puppy.

“Barb’s dad and I met at a party 24 years ago,” Cory shares. “We 
were introduced by a mutual friend, and there was no looking 
back. Our personalities complement each other well, and we 

By Rocella De Guzman / Photos by Maxx and Me photography

SELF-ACTUALIZED. EMPOWERED. INSPIRATIONAL.

Dr. Cory Rabonza
have this unbreakable 
bond through our 
daughter, Barb. 
Though he travels 
on business for 
the most part of 
the year, we do 
spend quality 
time together, 
especially in our 
holiday travels 
abroad and on 
local weekend trips. 
Barb adores her dad 
and hopes to follow in 
his footsteps to become 
a business CEO. However, 
I secretly hope she will change 
her mind and choose to be a dentist 
instead,” Cory jokes.

The family has traveled throughout the US, Asia, and parts of 
Europe. Last summer they traveled to the Philippines, Singapore, 
and Hawaii. When planning a trip, Cory makes it a point to balance 
purpose and fun to ensure Barb gets more out of the trips than great 
photos and memories.

Cory believes in giving back to the community. “I always bring 
Barb with me when I do community service in the Philippines, 
including giving 
talks about proper 
oral hygiene, 
brushing and 
flossing, nutrition, 
and regular visits 
to the dentist,” says 
Cory. “In fact, this 
summer we did just 
that! We were even 
joined by Barb’s 
grandparents, aunts, 
and cousins.”

Cory credits The 
Buckley School 
for providing a 
grounding anchor 
for Barbara’s 
upbringing. 
“Buckley has been 
such a positive, 
encouraging 
environment for 
Barb to thrive in,” 
says Cory. “Since 
kindergarten, 
we’ve watched her 
bloom socially and 
academically within 
this close-knit 
community.”
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Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate your neighbor to be featured in one of our upcoming 
issues! Contact us at eglickman@bestversionmedia.com.
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Wed Nov. 2
43rd Annual Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead)
@Olivera Street, Downtown L.A. 
Self-Help Graphics in East LA hosts art-oriented workshops and 
theater performances that celebrate one of Mexico’s most colorful 
annual celebrations embraced by Southern Californians. Historic 
Downtown Paseo of Olvera Street hosts a day of dancing and piñata-
breaking. 
Time: 5pm • selfhelpgraphics.com
 
Thurs. Nov 3
Sustainability Committee Meeting
@4024 Radford Avenue, Editorial 2, Room 6
The Studio City Neighborhood Council will discuss ways sustainable, 
environmentally sound practices can be integrated into the city’s 
operation. 
Time: 7:30pm Cost: free • studiocitync.org
 
Sat Nov. 5
Gershwin Rhapsody in Blue
@Ambassador Auditorium, Address
A powerhouse program of culture-defining American classics 
from composers George Gershwin, Aaron Copeland and others, 
accompanied by kaleidoscope of colors!
Time: 2pm and 8pm  Cost: $35-116 • pasadenasymphony-pops.org
 
Sun Nov. 6
weSPARK 7th Annual 5K Run,  
Walk & Kids’ Fun Run
@CBS Studio Center, 4024 Radford Ave. 
Studio City, CA 91604
This annual race is no ordinary “race for the cure” or endurance 
test. It is a celebration of life, entertainment, and fun. Participants, 
dressed as their favorite Hollywood characters will dash past sets 
of iconic Hollywood movies and TV shows. TV Personality and 
Grammy Award-Winning Producer, Randy Jackson is the Master of 
Ceremonies!
Time: 8am-Noon Cost: $40 to register • wespark.org
 
Thurs. Nov 17
Land Use Committee Meeting
@Sherman Oaks Library, 14245 Moorpark St
The Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Counsel will discuss ways different 
areas within the city will potentially be used for the community’s benefit. 
Time: 6:30-8pm Cost: free
 
Nov 10-17
AFI Los Angeles International Film Festival
@various venues
AFI FEST remains the only international caliber film festival to offer 
individual tickets to screenings and events as a gift to the community. 
Free tickets to AFI FEST will be available on Tuesday, November 1, 

2016. The festival shows some 130 films from 40 countries, along with 
special events.
Times & Cost: Listed on schedule at AFI site. • afifest.com
 
Nov 18, 19 & 20
MILLENNIUM MAGIC XVII
@Theatre West, 3333 Cahuenga Bl. West,  
Los Angeles
Magician George Tovar originated Millennium 
Magic, an annual festival of Magic Castle magicians 
performing for one weekend each winter at Theatre 
West. This year, he returns to host three amazing 
performances as he is joined onstage by the magical 
friends from the Magic Castle. The line-up of magicians will vary at 
each performance, so one could attend all three dates and see three 
different programs. Free parking across the street.
Time: Fri and Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm  Cost: $15 • theaterwest.org
 
Sun. Nov 20
LUNG FORCE Walk LA
@4024 Radford Ave. Studio City, CA 91604
As lung cancer ranks at the top of America’s deadliest cancers, take 
this opportunity to go on the march to raise funds and awareness. 
More than 33 million Americans suffer from asthma, COPD (which 
includes emphysema and chronic bronchitis), and other lung diseases, 
making the occasion and conversation something the whole family can 
partake in.
Time: 7am-Noon  Cost: Donation to the organization to participate, 
along with fundraising efforts leading up to the race.
action.lung.org
 
Starts Nov 26
SLEEPING BEAUTY
@4024 Radford Ave. Studio City, CA 91604
In association with Storybook Theatre, this 
live, interactive musical is perfect for children 
ages 3 to 9 years. Great for birthday parties, 
school get-togethers and special occasions. Free parking across the 
street. • Time: 1pm  Cost: adults, $12; kids $10 • theaterwest.org
 
Sun. Nov 27
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony
@Sherman Oaks Galleria  
Hit your favorite holiday mall for holiday treats, crafts, entertainment 
& the lighting of the Galleria’s 30 foot tree. Yuletide sing-alongs, free 
photos with Santa, arts face painting for kids kicks off the most festive 
time of the year. • Time: 7pm Free

Calendar of Events

“I love my mom to pieces, because she’s always there for me,” adds Barb. “I am into a lot of things such as basketball, swimming, 
volleyball, and mixed martial arts. I think it’s amazing that she always keeps up with me---picking me up, dropping me off, and 
making sure I have everything I need for everything I do. She’s very busy, but never fails to give me a hug and ask me how my  
day was.”

What more can Cory ask for? She has a profession that transforms lives (think of those smile makeovers!) and she basks in the 
love of family and friends. She just has this hope in her heart that she can continue to make a difference and will be a positive light 
illuminating the lives of others. Of course, she wishes for her daughter Barb to achieve all her dreams, and make her mark in this 
world. With the guidance of a mom like her, that one is in the bag!
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15301 VENTURA BLVD

 LOS ANGELES

818.784.1694

R E S E R VAT I O N S
O N L I N E  O R D E R I N G

PFCHANGS.COM

North Hollywood Interfaith Food Pantry 
@4390 Colfax Ave, Studio City   
This local coalition of Jewish and Christian congregations working 
together to address the problem of hunger in the community, offers 
many volunteer opportunities to serve local communities throughout 
the area. 
Hours: Mon & Fri, 8am – 1 pm • nhifp.org
 

Salvation Army Corps
@14917 Victory Boulevard, Van Nuys
The local branch of the international 
organization, supported by the San 
Fernando Valley Community Mental Health 
Center, provides food distribution and other 
assistance to local residents in need.
Hours: Tues-Fri, 10am-Noon and 1-3pm
sfvcmhc.org/about-us/volunteering
 

Family Promise of East San Fernando Valley
@PO Box 1307, Burbank, CA
Family Promise helps mobilize communities to provide safe shelter, 
meals, and support. Services for homeless families through programs 
designed to redress the underlying 
causes of homelessness. Family Promise of the East San Fernando 
Valley serves the geographic area that includes North Hollywood, 
Burbank, Glendale, and Eagle Rock, Hours and other information: 
familypromiseesfv.org

Burbank Temporary Aid Center
@1304 W. Burbank Blvd, Burbank, CA 91506
The program provides emergency groceries for people who live in 
Burbank, including people who are homeless or undocumented. The 
organization also provides sack lunches five days per week for people 
who are homeless in Burbank.
Hours: Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm (closed Noon-1:30pm)

 

Community Distribution Center
@Nationwide
Community Distribution Center provides food, 
non-food products and services to families who are 
in need, when they need them. The organization 
collects food, non-food products and other support 
from community distributors, manufacturers, retail 
outlets, individuals and corporations throughout 
Southern California. 
For more info: communitydistribution.org/us
 

Generation No Kid Hungry
@Nationwide
Generation No Kid Hungry is a national movement of young leaders 
dedicated to ending childhood hunger in this generation by ensuring 
all children get the healthy food they need, every day. Young 
volunteers participating the No Kid Hungry campaign does his or her 
part to provide access to the food kids in need require to thrive. 
To learn more: generationnokidhungry.org/

Food Pantries Make It Easy To Provide  
Help and Hope To Families and Individuals In Need

LOCAL GIVING

By Bernard Otis, guest columnist

Expressing Thankfulness to Those Who Enrich Your Life 

When Bernie’s wife passed away four years ago he moved 
into Fairwinds West in West Hills, where he assists 
residents less independent then himself, works with 

management in the food area and writes articles for their monthly 
national magazine and speaks at their various facilities in Southern 
California.

As we enter the holiday season, we need to take a step back and 
think about all of the things for which we are thankful for, as well as 
those who make it possible for us to enjoy the journey of life.

We all have it within us to do new things, change our routine, bring 
out our inner skills and knowledge and share it with the world. But 
we must also not kid ourselves into believing that everything we’ve 
accomplished in life we have done it on our own. It is those who 
love us that provide the incentive, support, and courage to get things 
done and have new experiences.

When celebrating Thanksgiving and the holidays with those who 
make your life a joy, be sure to let them know each and every day 
how much you appreciate what they have done to add to your 
enjoyment of life. I was moved to express this idea through a poem 
I hope will get you thinking about the ways you can connect with 
your family—not just on holidays, but any time of year.

The Greatest Myth of All: “I did it on my own”
Of all the well known myths that we hear spoken of so often
Is the one in which is least true of all, “I did it on my own.”

There exists no one on the face of earth not a creature or a person
Who can with a straight face say “I got there all alone.”

Did not your parents advise and even help to guide you get there?
Was not your family there to pick you up when you fell down?
And when you were lost and quite unsure,
Were friends not there to be certain that you did not drown.

What about the teachers along with your faith provide the 
knowledge and support
That made your success most likely to be more achievable?
And did not the accountant, professionals, and the attorney 
Who were standing ready in the background make your story so 
believable?

As you took the mystery trip and went on this important journey,
Please don’t try to fool the world about the things you have done.
It may have been your idea; you most likely were the source.
It is okay to boast and cheer yourself for having a successful run,
But just between the two of us, don’t forget all the others who 
helped you complete the course.
If you or your loved one(s) have need for such a caring facility as 
Fairwinds contact Bernie at 818-519- 8347.

Author, speaker and community leader Bernie Otis’s life 
lessons can be found in his latest book “How to Prepare for 
Old Age… Without Taking the Fun Out of Life,” which can 
be found on Amazon and Barnes & Noble, and at his blog 
(seniormomentswithbernardotis.com). Otis also penned 
“The History of the Restaurant Industry in the San Fernando 
Valley” for the Los Angeles Library Commission. 

SENIOR PERSPECTIVE
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Elite results with affordable private Pilates training for individuals and families. 

GAZELLE PILATES Now Open!

4343 Van Nuys Blvd.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

GazellePilates.com 
Tel. 818-853-2715
Studio Hours:
Monday-Friday: 7am-7pm
Saturday: 8am-2pm
Convenient location & parking.  

Kylie R. Sharfner
Agent
New York Life Insurance Company
CA Ins Lic #0J16398
(818) 662-7505  
Cel: (323) 839-6205
Krmason@ft.newyorklife.com

If you’re hosting a dinner party, or other event where food is key, 
the most important task is deciding what to serve. But what we 
see when we sit down to a meal can have a big impact on our 
appetite and how we taste things, making presentation nearly as 
important as the food itself. 

Seeing is Believing
It turns out that our eyes often tell us more about food than our 
tongues. When we see food, our brain automatically makes 
connections to other foods we’ve experienced. When we see 
a strawberry we know what it will taste like without actually 
tasting it. If we see a red candy, we expect it to be sweet based on 
past experiences. These expectations can be so strong that they 
can actually affect how we taste. 

In a frequently cited experiment, several wine lovers were given 
a glass of red wine to sample. Unbeknownst to the tasters it was 
actually a white wine that had been colored with a flavorless red 
dye. When asked about the wine’s flavor, the tasters described it 
like a red wine, noting the taste of berries and other flavors com-
mon to red wines. They saw red so they tasted red.   

The strong effect of appearance on how we experience food 
shows that proper food presentation is worth the extra effort for 
your next event.

Sitting Pretty
Our reaction to food isn’t just influenced by the color of it, but 
also by the colors around it. For an eye-pleasing meal, you need a 
background that pairs well with the food. 

White plates and dishes are your best bet. Clean, neutral and 
universal, white goes with just about anything, serving as a blank 
canvas that won’t interfere with the main subject. But white can 
also be boring.

Ideally, the plates will contrast yet harmonize the dish you’re 
serving. For green foods like salads and pesto pastas, opt for 
yellow serving plates. Red contrasts too sharply and can suck the 
life out of fresh greens.

If you’re serving chicken, potatoes, alfredo or another primarily 
beige meal, stick with black or brown. These colors can bring out 
the food’s warm, appetizing tones. Avoid beige as it will make 
these foods look bland and boring.

For red foods, like tomato-based meals, beef or dishes with a 
red sauce, choose classic white. And just as a red plate is bad for 
green foods, a green plate does no favors for red foods.

By Magan Hanna

Serving up something in the orange or yellow family like eggs, 
a corn or mango salsa or a curry? Try to find a blue that’s warm 
and bright to draw out the warmth of yellow and orange. Stay 
away from purple as it tends to bring out cool tones that can 
make these foods look unappetizing.

Don’t forget dessert! With such a wide variety they can’t be 
easily grouped by color. The stylists recommend choosing a 
plate that matches the garnish. Have a raspberry-topped tart? Put 
it on a berry-red plate. Serving something with a delicious dollop 
of fresh whipped cream? Choose a white dish. Avoid blue as it’s 
bound to make desserts look less sweet. 

Dress it Up
To give a meal a truly polished look, don’t forget a garnish. A 
sprig of rosemary, a twist of orange or a sprinkling of slivered al-
monds can make a meal look finished, like a signed piece of art. 
It shows your guests that you put in the extra care and attention 
they deserve.

Garnishes can also be very practical. Remember how the 
wine-drinkers expected the red wine to taste red? Certainly you 
wouldn’t be trying to trick your guests, but the right garnish can 
set the culinary tone and give important information if a guest is 
unfamiliar with the dish. Choose an eye-pleasing ingredient from 
the recipe. Garnish spicy dishes with small peppers. Something 
with citrus notes? Top it with lemon slices or a sprinkling of zest.

For your next dinner party, take some extra time to make sure 
each food is presented in its best light. Your guests’ eyes – and 
taste buds – will thank you for it!
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Have something to sell or give away? It might be just the thing 
your neighbor is looking for! To place your free classified, go 
to www.bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit Content.” For 
free listings, ads must be 40 words or less, non-business related. 
You will receive email confirmation.

SAMPLES
YAMAHA PIANO MODEL 305T
$1750. This beautiful French Provincial upright is 18 years old 
but kept in top condition. Please call Dave at 333-333-3333.

PLAY SET
Beautiful kids’ play set for sale. Has built-in picnic table, two 
swings, fort, slide and hanging bar. A great set for a growing family. 
Set was stained each year. Best offer.  Call 222-222-2222.

Be in business for yourself and make a little money – all while 
helping your neighbors! Go to www.bestversionmedia.com and 
click “Submit Content.” Please limit to 40 words and include 
your age. Note that parental permission is required.

SAMPLES
LANDSCAPING RYAN, 17
I have worked at a landscaping company for two summers and 
can mow lawns, water plants and perform general maintenance 
in your yard. Call me at 333-333-3333.

PET SITTING SAMANTHA, 13
I can take care of your dogs and cats while you are busy or  
on vacation, up to a week at a time. For details, call me at  
333-333-3333.

Neighborhood
Classifieds

Youth Classifieds

䄀猀 愀渀 椀渀瘀攀猀琀漀爀Ⰰ 礀漀甀
渀攀攀搀 愀 昀椀渀愀渀挀椀愀氀 猀攀爀瘀椀挀攀猀 
昀椀爀洀 眀栀漀 挀愀渀 栀攀氀瀀 礀漀甀 甀渀搀攀爀猀琀愀渀搀 
礀漀甀爀 椀渀瘀攀猀琀洀攀渀琀猀 愀渀搀 愀挀栀椀攀瘀攀
礀漀甀爀 搀爀攀愀洀猀⸀

㐀㌀㈀ 圀漀漀搀洀愀渀 䄀瘀攀⸀ 匀琀攀⸀ ㈀　　
匀栀攀爀洀愀渀 伀愀欀猀Ⰰ 䌀䄀 㤀㐀㈀㌀匀栀攀爀洀愀渀 伀愀欀猀Ⰰ 䌀䄀 㤀㐀㈀㌀

䌀伀䴀倀䰀䤀䴀䔀一吀䄀刀夀 䌀伀一匀唀䰀吀䄀吀䤀伀一
䌀愀氀氀 䐀攀渀渀椀猀 刀漀猀攀 㠀㠀⸀㔀　⸀㤀㤀㈀㈀

眀眀眀⸀瀀昀挀⸀氀愀
搀攀渀渀椀猀⸀爀漀猀攀䀀瀀昀挀⸀氀愀

䄀 最漀愀氀 眀椀琀栀漀甀琀 愀 
瀀氀愀渀 椀猀 樀甀猀琀 愀 眀椀猀栀

818.301.5344 
13020 Sherman Way

North Hollywood, CA 91605 www.simplefloors.com

Exotics, French Oak and more
Professional Quality Installation

Beautiful Showroom

7651 Sepulveda Blvd.
Van Nuys, CA 91405

www.AldikHome.com
(818) 988-5970

Floralize Beautify your home with realistic silk fl owers, hand-crafted 
silk fl oral arrangements, or a custom-made silk tree!

Sherman Oaks Living is all about bringing people together 
and fostering a closer-knit community! Check out the many 
ways that you can contribute to and take advantage of your 

monthly neighborhood magazine. We are all about bringing local 
to the next level and want this magazine to serve you. Let us 
know what you hope to see in these monthly pages.

•  You can submit nominations of families or individuals whom 
you would like to see highlighted in future cover stories. They 
could be new arrivals, or the longest-established residents on the 
block, and so on. Help us highlight those people who make our 
community a great place to live, work and raise a family. Or use 
this feature as a way to share your own story with neighbors. 

•  If you’re part of a book club, social group or charity 
organization in the community, share your experiences and 
photos, and invite others to join you!

•  Showcase the emerging academics, athletes, artists and actors 
in your life by submitting photos and details on your kids’ 
accomplishments, as well as information on school events and 
fundraisers your family is involved in.

•  Introduce your precious pet to the community! We recognize the 
uniqueness of your pet, and are happy to share his/her quirks, 
habits, favorite activities and more.

•  Business owners, the community starts right outside your front 
door. The family feature story is a great place to introduce your 
services to those closest to you.

•  Volunteers, are you passionate about charity work? Do you 
organize a fundraiser each year for a nonprofit or walk to fight 
disease? Your story might motivate others to get involved, too.

•  If you are involved in your homeowners’ association, use 
this magazine to inform neighbors of events, neighborhood 
activities, yard sales, new officers, meeting minutes, contact 
info for board members, or other announcements.

The process is easy. You send us your ideas or recommend 
neighbors, and we will talk with you, write the article and  
gather photos. Go to www.bestversionmedia.com and click 

“Submit Content.” Or, simply e-mail your content coordinator  
at eglickman@bestversionmedia.com.
Remember, we want stories featuring you and your neighbors! 
Together we can bring neighbors together, stay connected and 
create an informative, family-friendly forum through your 
magazine.

As families serving families, we respect your wish for privacy. 
Resident features are shared only within your neighborhood 
magazine.

Make This Magazine Your Own
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