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DEAR RESIDENTS
Spring is coming our way, and we are on the “March” towards a 
time of year known for fresh starts and spring cleaning. And even 
though your kids are heading toward the final push towards summer 
vacation, there’s still time help them gain some momentum in their 
approach to tests, class work and homework (see pg. 10). While you 
are prepping for tax filing, you can take the opportunity to rethink 
and reconsider your spending and saving habits. 

The Roses, our cover family, know a thing or two about making 
changes and trying new things. That sense of curiosity and 
adventure Dennis and Allene exhibit has kept their outlook young 
and their 35 year marriage flowering to this day. St. Patrick’s 
Day, another milestone that marks the start of Spring, serves as a 
metaphor even non-Irish people can relate to—chasing pests away 
to open out a brighter tomorrow. 

Happy March, and may you have all the luck in the world.

Elyse Glickman

To learn more about becoming an expert contributor, contact Daniel Lewin at  
dlewin@bestversionmedia.com or 310-279-6287.

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in this magazine is 
separate from any statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

Elyse Glickman | Content Coordinator
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Internet dating may be one of the most common ways people 
meet today, but three decades ago, many found love through “the 
personals,” appearing in newspapers and, in the case of Dennis 

and Allene Rose, a magazine dedicated to matchmaking called “Intro.” 
When they first connected in 1981, they were concerned living in 
different parts of Los Angeles (he in Burbank, she in West L.A.) would 
make the situation “geographically undesirable.” However, their 
individually interesting backgrounds continue making their 35-year 
relationship all the more interesting.

Although Dennis, a CPA and registered investment advisor in Sherman 
Oaks, hails from Great Britain, he’s been a Californian since 1957 but 
also mentions is an avid New York Yankee fan. His love for travel was 
sparked by stamp collecting, which he got into not long after he arrived 
in the U.S.

Allene grew up in 
Springfield, MO, 
and attended the 
University of 
Missouri. After 
making her way 
out west, she 
enjoyed a career 
in advertising 
and retail before 
starting a family 
with Dennis.  She 
has now built a 
very successful 
bead business 

By Elyse Glickman/ Photos by Maxx & Me Photography

(AllenesBeads.com), serving as exclusive distributor of Italian Glass 
beads as well as unique American artisans.

The entwined common threads binding them together are creativity, 
culture, and an appreciation of beautiful things. Their time away from 
work reflects this. While Dennis grows roses and has been a Rose 
Garden docent at the Huntington Library for several years, Allene has 
been a docent at the Armand Hammer and Gamble House museums.

Travel also continues to keep the Rose family engaged. “While our 
son Aaron (now 31) was growing up, we always went on great family 
vacations together exposing him to the customs and sights of other 
countries,” says Allene.  

“For many years, while he was still living at home we did home 
exchanges with other families in the UK, Denmark, France, Belgium 
and Italy,” says Dennis. “In the years since Aaron left for Seton Hall 
University (and while he has been completing his graduate degree 
at Rutgers University), we continue to travel to new places and have 
recently completed our 43rd cruise. One of our most memorable trips 
was our cruise from New York City to Valparaiso, Chile, which not 
only was amazing as we also met a couple from Rotterdam who have 
since become some of our closet friends. We FaceTime each other at 
least once a month, have traveled to and stayed in each others homes 
and also met up in Australia for a cruise. I even flew them to New 
Jersey for Aaron’s wedding as a major surprise to Allene in 2015.”

The Roses, however, make it clear that when it comes to their 
permanent residence, their roots will remain firmly planted in 
the San Fernando Valley .Dennis has lived in the Valley since 
1963, attended San Fernando Valley State College (now CSUN) 
where he graduated in 1972 with a degree in Business Administration. 

Given his experience working at Arthur 
Andersen & Co. in the 1970s and 
experience at an independent firm, he 
could have worked and lived anywhere 
in L.A. However, he affirms that he 
appreciates the laid back attitude rather 
than the snooty vibe of the West Side. 
Although Allene had lived on the West 
Side for a decade before marrying, 
she agrees there’s no better place to 
raise a family or expand one within a 
community of like-minded people.

“We lived in Sherman Oaks for 18+ 
years and had wonderful neighbors, 
and we found the same thing after we 
moved to Studio City,” says Allene. 
“We see many familiar faces in the 
Tujunga Village, not far from Studio 

City, where we have 
lived since 2006.

“Allene is a member 
of the Woodbridge 
Neighborhood 
(committee),” adds 
Dennis. “Although we 
don’t have as much 
time for neighborhood 
activities as we 
would like with our 
various business 
responsibilities, we 
both feel very strongly 
based upon the last 
presidential election 
that we need to be 
more tolerant and 
more charitable and 
encourage others to be 
as well.”

Another thing that 
keeps these Roses 
blossoming is their natural curiosity, appreciation of their parents’ 
accomplishments, and eagerness to try new things based on past 
interests. “As I boy, I sometimes imagined was the second baseman 
for the Yankees, though I could never hit a curve ball hit a curve 
ball….even though my first career choice actually was to be a 
meteorologist,” says Dennis. “Of course, Allene would have loved 
to have gotten into the fashion industry, yet today she works for 
one of my clients, Vivienne Westwood and is currently developing 
her own small collection of dresses besides her flourishing bead 
business. This is not surprising, however, as Allene’s sense of style 
was directly influenced by her father, Bernard, who owned a high-
end women’s shoe boutique in Springfield.”

After they two met, he chuckled and mentioned she opened his eyes 
to color coordination. From there, he’s become quite a fashionisto in 
his own right, acquiring over 125 shirts, 150 ties, and 100 pairs of 
socks. Getting more serious, he mentions that he was also inspired by 
his father and grandfather.

“Although my Dad was not a professional by trade, I learned my 
work ethic and self-being from him, and the patience and compassion 
from my mother, who lives in Studio City and is still going strong 
at 91,” he says. “As the family genealogist, one of the facts that I 
discovered was that my grandfather was a deserter in WWI.  Actually, 
he was on leave visiting his wife in November 1918 when the war 
ended, and like many others, did not return to their platoons in France.  

Meet Dennis and Allene 
THE SUBJECT WAS ROSES

COVER STORY
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Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate your neighbor to be featured in one of our upcoming 
issues! Contact us at eglickman@bestversionmedia.com.

Consequently his army records show him as AWOL, however in 1922 the 
English government granted amnesty to these ‘deserters’ and his records 
have been corrected.”

It just goes to show that what’s geographically desirable is in the eye of the 
beholder, and sometimes its best to trust one’s inner compass when finding 
the best place for love, family, and, perhaps, a rose garden.

Jumbo mortgage savings for you.
It’s a great time to take advantage of Citibank’s Jumbo mortgage products. From pre-approval to closing, 
we will guide you through the home buying process.

Citibank Offers:

	 n  Jumbo loan sizes up to $3 million 
_  Loan sizes up to $8 million available to well-qualified buyers who meet Citi’s High Net Worth 1 requirements

	 n Lower rates with Citibank Relationship Pricing 2

	 n SureStart® Pre-approval so you can shop with confidence 3

Terms, conditions and fees of accounts, programs, products and services are subject to change. This is not a commitment to lend. All loans are subject to credit and property approval. Certain restrictions may apply on all programs.
1.    Available for clients with a minimum of $1million or more in investable post-close assets and at least $100,000 in traditional assets must be on deposit with Citi at least 10 days prior to closing. This amount may be part of the $1,000,000 eligibility requirement. Real estate, loan proceeds, stock options, restricted stock 

and personal property will not be counted as part of the $1million or more in investable post-close asset. Investable assets are defined as deposit accounts (checking, savings, money market, Certificates of Deposit), unrestricted stocks, bonds, and retirement accounts held by the individual who is personally liable on the 
loan. Similar asset types held in revocable trust may be used provided the trust document meets the Trust Policy. The assets held in trust must be of the investable quality stated above. Additional conditions apply.

2.    A Citibank deposit account is required to receive Citibank mortgage relationship pricing. Ask a mortgage representative for details on eligible balances and the qualifying closing cost credit or rate discount. Availability of the Citibank mortgage relationship pricing for Citibank account holders is subject to change 
without notice.
3.    SureStart® is a registered service mark of Citigroup Inc. Final commitment is subject to verification of information, receipt of a satisfactory sales contract on the home you wish to purchase, appraisal and title report, and meeting our customary closing conditions. There is no charge to receive a SureStart 

pre-approval. However, standard application and commitment fees will apply for the mortgage loan application.
© 2016 Citibank, N.A. NMLS #412915. Member FDIC and Equal Housing Lender. Citi, Citibank, and Citi with Arc Design are registered service marks of Citigroup Inc

Nelly Melian 
Home Lending Officer 
818-497-8835
nelly.melian@citi.com
www.citi.com/NellyMelian
NMLS# 727190

Citibank, 12191 Ventura Blvd, Studio City, CA 91604

To learn more please contact:

Through March 6
Van Gogh's "Bedroom" Installation
@Norton Simon Museum, 411 W. 
Colorado Blvd. Pasadena CA
While this exhibition is not an installation 
of Vincent Van Gogh’s actual bedroom, 
it is his renowned painting “Bedroom,” 
painted in 1898. The artwork is on view 
for the first time ever on the West Coast.
Time: Noon-5pm Cost: $12, adults 19+  
nortonsimon.org
 
March 10-12
West Side Story
@Valley Performing Arts Center, 18111 
Nordhoff St, Northridge
The American take on Romeo and 
Juliet, enlivened with the words of 
Stephen Sondheim and the music of 
Leonard Bernstein, retains its power and 
relevance in today’s world, as two young 
idealistic lovers find themselves caught 
between warring street gangs, the Jets 
and the Sharks.
valleyperformingartscenter.org
Time: 8pm-3pm matinee on Sun.  
Cost: $43-85
 
Sat Mar. 11
4th Annual Green Living Fair
@Moorpark Park, 12061 Moorpark St.
Get back to nature at the Studio City 
Recreation Center with a variety of 
educational and enlightening events for 
the whole family. Activities include live 
entertainment, shade tree giveaways 
and over  25 conservation, preservation 
and education groups with interactive 
“learning” stations.
Time: 10am to 2pm Cost: Free
 
Wed. March 15
Studio City Residents Association 
Meeting
@Rio Vista Elementary School, 4243 
Satsuma Avenue
Join your neighbors to discuss the issues 
that affect local homeowners, including 
environmental concerns, new commercial 
developments, proposed infrastructure 
improvements and more. 
studiocityresidents.org
Time: 7pm  Cost: free
 

Fri. March 17
Casey's Irish Pub 
St. Patrick's Day  
Street Festival
@Casey's Irish Pub, 
613 S Grand Ave 
Los Angeles, CA
Grab your friends 
and head to Casey’s Irish Pub for a day 
of live music, green beer and plenty of 
other St. Patty’s Day festivities. Outside 
vendors serve up delicious sandwiches 
and pizza to ensure you can make it 
through a long day of drinking!
Time: 11am - 11pm
 
Fri. March 17
St. Patrick’s Day Festival at L.A. Live
@Downtown Los Angeles
On a day in March, LA celebrates St. 
Patty’s with the annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Festival at L.A. Live. At one of the most 
family-friendly celebrations of all things 
Irish, the L.A. Clippers and L.A. Lakers 
show up for pre and post game festivities. 
Music fans can enjoy live concerts by 
Irish rock bands as well as traditional 
Celtic groups. 
Time: 11am-6pm • Cost: Free (parking 
ranges from $10-30, or accessible by 
metro) lalive.com/news/detail/st-patricks-
day-at-la-live

Fri. March 17 – Sun 26
PaleyFest Los Angeles
@Dolby Theatre 6801 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, CA 90028 
PALEYFEST brings you together with 
the talent behind your favorite TV shows. 
Join us at Hollywood’s famous Dolby 
Theatre, as the hottest stars delight you 
with exclusive behind-the-scenes scoops, 
hilarious anecdotes, and breaking 
news stories about your favorite shows. 
Each PALEYFEST event features a 
screening, followed by the stars onstage, 
capped off with an audience Q & A.  
Check schedule for programs, tickets, 
and times: media.paleycenter.org

Sat. March 18
John Cleese
@Richard & Karen Carpenter Center, 
Long Beach
Here’s one that’s worth the trip: 
Legendary comedian and writer John 
Cleese, revered as the funniest man 
alive, returns to Los Angeles to share 
hilarious anecdotes about his colorful life 
and career, which spans more than 50 
years! 
Time: 8-10am, 3-5pm  Cost:$75

Sun. March 19
Whizin’s Standup Comedy Showcase: 
Annie Korzen
@Dortort Program for the Performing 
Arts, American Jewish University
Following last year’s sold out 
performance and a lot of word-of-mouth, 
Annie Korezen (a.k.a. Doris Klompus 
on Seinfeld) returns to the local stage with 
a sequel: More Tales from the Mouth. 
Time: 5-6:30pm Cost: $25

Through Mar 19
Diamonds: Rare Brilliance Exhibition
@ Natural History Museum, 900 
Exposition Blvd, L.A. 
“Rare Brilliance” showcases a dazzling 
selection of colored gems that seldom 
are on view in America. In addition to 
emeralds and other favorite stones, 
the rarely seen “Juliet Pink Diamond,” 
“Victorian Orchid Diamond” and “Argyle 
Violet Diamond” are on display and in 
their element.
Time: 9am-5pm Cost: $12 adults, $9 
students, $5 children. • www.nhm.org

Through Apr. 9
The Science Behind Pixar Exhibition
@California Science Center, 700 
Exposition Park Dr.Los Angeles
The exhibit exploring the fascinating world 
of Pixar animation features more than 
40 interactive components. Hear stories 
from Pixar’s production team members, 
encounter recreations of favorite 
characters and see Pixar’s animation 
work is in line with what your kids are 
learning at school. This is a time-entry 
exhibit and it is recommended to buy your 
tickets in advance online.
Time: 11am-6pm Cost: Adults, $14.95; 
Teens 13-17, $11.95; Kids under 12, 
$9.95 • californiasciencecenter.org

Through Apr. 20
Dubuffet Drawings, 1935–1962 Exhibit
@The Hammer Museum, 10899 Wilshire 
Blvd., Los Angeles CA
Hammer Museum presents the West 
Coast debut of the first in-depth museum 
exhibition of works on paper by the 
innovative 20th century French artist Jean 
Dubuffet. Dubuffet was known for trying to 
make art that held the immediacy of the 
untrained painters so his work often has 
a child-like quality. This exhibit, which is 
described as being family friendly, holds 
over 100 of Dubuffet’s drawings, rarely 
shown in America.
Time 11am-8pm Cost: Free
hammer.ucla.edu

[EVENTS]

MARCH
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By Dennis F Rose, CPA/PFS

Virtually anyone with a qualified retirement 
savings account can convert funds into a Roth 
IRA. A Roth is different from other retirement 

accounts in that contributions come from after tax 
dollars,

while earnings are tax free. The question for taxpayers 
with funds in tax deferred Traditional IRAs, SEP IRAs, 
401(k)s, and 403(b)s is whether converting them into a 
Roth is worth it.

Roth Basics
Major benefits of a Roth IRA:
Earnings are free from federal tax. This can be of 
tremendous benefit if you are in a high tax bracket 
during retirement. Unlike Traditional IRAs, you can keep 
contributing to a Roth after age 70½. Unlike Traditional 
IRAs, there are no minimum required distribution rules.

Downsides of a Roth IRA:
Because initial contributions are made with after-tax 
funds, you must pay income tax on the amounts converted from 
other retirement funds. If the tax paid during the conversion 
is taken from your retirement funds, you could be subject to a 
10% early withdrawal penalty.

Things to consider
•  Prior to making the decision to convert funds into a Roth 

IRA, consider the following: 

•  You should have enough money outside of your retirement 
account to pay the tax on the conversion. 

•  A Roth makes the most sense if you think you will face higher 
tax rates when you retire. 

•  A Roth conversion will increase your reported annual income 
by the amount converted during the year. If you are not 
careful, this could disqualify you for important tax benefits, 
such as dependent child and college tuition tax credits.

•  A Roth needs time to build tax free earnings. The more time 
you have before retirement, the more a Roth makes sense.

•  It is important to understand your options, so remember to 
ask for assistance prior to making a Roth conversion.

An Early Roth IRA Conversion Tip
It is best to take action early in the tax year if you want to roll 
funds into a Roth

IRA. That is because an early move into a Roth typically 
gives you the option to re convert your funds through October 
15th of the following tax year. The IRS calls this process re-
characterization.

Example: Sam converts $50,000 from a Traditional IRA to a 
Roth in January. By October, the Roth is worth only $40,000 
because Sam’s investments lost value. If Sam does nothing he 
will still pay taxes on $50,000 converted from his Traditional 
IRA in January. Instead Sam can recharacterize some or all of 
the funds back into a Traditional IRA and pay no taxes on the 
conversion.

Here are some things to consider with an early rollover to a 
Roth IRA.

Full year of earnings growth.
After your conversion, you will have a full year to build after 
tax earnings (or accumulate losses) in your new Roth, giving 
you time to see if a re characterization makes sense. You then 
have a full year to plan or pat the tax. Remember, you will 
want to pay the tax on rollovers with after tax funds. This 
allows you to maximize the amount converted.

Separate the account
Keep the funds you convert in a separate account from other 
Roth investments. This will keep the account clean should 
you need to undo your conversion. Each person’s situation is 
unique. Carefully review your options prior to taking action 
and discuss with your CPA.

When Converting to a Roth Makes Sense

VALLEY APPLIANCES
Home Appliances Sales and Repairs 

We service all makes and models • Same day appointments

Qualified Technicians  
Licensed and Insured

hnmappliances@gmail.com7141 B Baird Ave
Reseda Ca 91335

(818) 705-2240 Ask for Natalie

SPECIAL OFFER 
15% discount on your next service call job 
when you mention Studio City Neighbors.

6/30/1603/31/17
Dennis F. Rose, Dennis F. Rose & Associates  4312 Woodman Ave., 
Ste. 200 Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 (818) 501-7788, FAX: (818)  
501-7799. dfr@dfrcpa.la

Neighborhood Classifieds
Estate Sale items: Pottery Barn 2 Red Wall Shelves, Rug (5 x 8, Blue 
with Red Border), New King Red Cotton Velvet Quilt with bedding, 
Blue Vertical Dresser with 5 Drawers, Beautiful Light Wood Armoire 
with Hand Painted Floral Design, 2 Ceiling Fans,Graphite Basketball 
Portable Set with Stand, Kid’s Bicycle and Trek Mountain Bicycle, 
Picture Frames, (all sizes), Black Porcelain Canisters (Set of 4), Kids 
Books, Toys, Games, DVD’s, Clothes, Jackets etc. Call  818-645-8068 
or write lvclause@hotmail.com

Do you have something to sell or give away? Planning a block sale? 
Are your teens offering babysitting or yard work services? You 
may have just what your neighbor is looking for. To place your free 
classified ad, go to www.bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit 
Content.” Ads must be 40 words or less, non-business related. You  
will receive email confirmation.

CLASSIFIEDS
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By Yulia Rafailova, Senior Academic Advisor

Grades provide an important insight into your child’s 
performance at school, but we must keep them in 
perspective. For too long, report cards have been a 

source of stress for both high-achievers and students who ride 
the grade-rollercoaster.

With progress reports right around the corner.  I’d like to share a 
few insights about grades and some practical tips you can use to 
help your student improve or maintain his report card.

Grades do not necessarily reflect intelligence
Grades are important, but they are less important than your 
child’s education. Learning is a process. It takes courage, 
determination, and the tenacity to keep going when facing an 
obstacle or challenge. As an Academic Advisor, my goal is to 
help students understand this process and apply it to their lives.

If I remember nothing else from 8th-grade biology beyond the 
fact that plant cells are square and animal cells are round, I’ll 
remember that I spent four miserable hours studying for my 
midterm just to earn a ‘D’. When it came time for my final, I 
accepted an invitation to study with a group of friends. This 
time, we started five days before the test day and kept our 
meetings short and fun. I got an ‘A’, and my final grade in class 
went up from a ‘C-‘ to a solid ‘B’.

Intelligence doesn’t necessarily determine grades. Many times, 
effort and the ability to persevere is what defines academic 
success. What your child does after a bad grade is more 
important than what he did to earn the bad grade.

Some students don’t care about their grades
This has nothing to do with their intelligence, and everything 
to do with their motivation. Many of the most gifted students I 
meet show absolutely no interest in school. 

Most of us don’t do something just because we are told to do 
it. If we do, it’s because we feel pressured into it. Pressure and 
fear of consequences don’t seem like inspirational reasons to put 
ourselves through the pain of learning something difficult. So, 
can we blame children for not being excited to learn geometry 
for the same reasons?

What if you could give your child a reason to care about his 
education beyond an intangible 
future reward or consequence, 
and inspire him to take 
responsibility for his own 
success or failure?

Before the final report cards 
are printed, try these two 
simple steps to help your child 
earn better grades. Step one 
will throw you for a loop, but 
this does wonders to take the 
pressure off of your child.

#1. Forget the grades
Remember when I said 

that grades are less important than learning how to learn? 
This is a great conversation to have with your child. Whether 
he is earning straight A’s, or riding the grade rollercoaster, 
give him a reason to improve or maintain his effort without 
pressuring him about grades. Tell him to forget about his grades 
and instead focus on understanding the lessons learned in class 
each day.
When students are focused on learning instead of earning grades, 
they get to relax and actually, possibly enjoy learning. They 
absorb more of the information when they don’t feel pressured to 
memorize everything for a test. Help your child begin to use his 
time after-school as a chance to review the day’s notes and read 
through the textbook. Once your student has reviewed and truly 
learned the lesson, he won’t need to ‘cram’ before a big test, and 
it will make homework a breeze. 

#2. Seek to understand your child’s point of view 
first before addressing challenges.
Only when you understand what is causing your child’s 
low grades, will you be able to address the issue at the root. 
Only when your child believes that you understand him, will 
he consider your advice. And when he finally does listen with 
an open mind, help him by discussing practical solutions to 
his problems. Have a once-weekly check-in with your student 
where they review their week’s successes and challenges and 
come up with solutions to any issues that arise. 
Tip: Make sure to remind your child that a bad grade doesn’t 
make him a bad person. Let him do most of the talking while 
asking specific questions to lead him through the conversation. 

Then follow up with questions that 
help you understand how your child 
bridges the knowledge gap. Does 
he talk to his teachers? Ask a friend 
for help? Go online for help? Does 
he guess and move on? How does 
it make him feel when he doesn’t 
understand something?

What to do when he/she won’t 
listen to your reasoning.
Perhaps the best advice I’ve ever 
gotten from a fellow colleague about 
how to get through to an emotional 

student was also the most simple. Use this exact phrase when your 
child is having a hard time finding motivation:

“I’m sorry that you feel upset, but…”
“…you can do this, and I’m right here to help.” 
“…this is due tomorrow and you  made a commitment to your 
group.”
“…let’s come up with a plan to get this done so you can enjoy your 
night!”
“…let’s look for all of the good reasons for doing this.”
“…let’s look at all of the possible outcomes of your actions and 
make a decision based on the outcome you want.”
The bottom line is that any reasoning you use to persuade your 
child to make the right decision first needs to be preceded by 
acknowledging his emotions. A short, yet powerful, phrase tells 
your child that you hear him, and you empathize with his emotions 
and struggle. You’re communicating to him that you’re here to 
make his life easier, not harder. 

Final thoughts
Many of us expect kids or adolescents to be miniature versions 
of adults. We expect them to have our hindsight, our years of 
experience, and to understand the very complex world in which 
we live. So, when they do something that’s obviously not in their 
best long-term interest, we get frustrated and allow our emotions to 
dictate our response. 

If we change the way we approach a problem, we can change the 
outcome. The more we seek to understand our children and the 
emotion and reasoning behind their decisions and actions, the 
better we will be able to use our own skills to lead them down the 
right path.

Making the Grade to a Better Report Card
PARENTING
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By Glenna Wiseman, Solar Industry Expert

Do moms care about different things than dads when it comes 
to going solar? What role do women play in going solar in 
America? The answer is women play a huge role in the solar 

decision, even though the solar industry itself does not generally 
speak to women directly…yet. 

Women are the chief purchasing decision makers in 80% of U.S. 
households, managing the family’s budget, handling payments, 
planning for the future. Women generally are the budget managers 
who know how much the family is paying for electricity. 

So, women are the lynchpin in the majority of American households 
when it comes to major home improvement decisions, including solar. 

We polled women from 34 states about their role in the solar purchase 
and what is important to them, in the solar industry’s first ever women 
consumer oriented marketing survey published in 2014.

From our research, we found women initiated the solar discussion in 
over 64% of respondent homes. 62% of respondents told us they did 
the initial legwork and research related to figuring how to go solar and 
which contractors to contact. In 2% of homes, respondents said their 
husbands made the final decision himself. 27% of respondents said 
they made the decision themselves, or in 70% of households, they 
made it with their husbands. 

It turns out women go solar for similar reasons as men. However, 
generally the way they conduct their research and make the final 
decision differs, based on these factors in order of importance: 

• Financial benefits to lower their utility bill; 

• Environmental benefit as it is clean energy; 

•  Community leadership demonstrating they are doing the “right 
thing” for their neighborhood; 

• Family leadership because they care about modeling leadership to 
their children and 

• Economic benefits of contributing to local job growth. 

How can women get the most out of their solar research and decision 
making process?

Here are some tips:
•  Figure out if your property is suitable for solar: Be careful with 

putting your name in a bunch of solar websites online. You will be 
bombarded with calls. Instead go to Google Maps and look at your 
roof. Does it have a lot of shade? In Studio City where oak and other 
trees are prevalent, make sure you have shade free roof space. 

•  Check to see if you have a large LADWP bill: Is it on average over 
$150 a month? If your property and it has a predominantly shade 
free roof and you have an electrical bill in this range then you may 
want to look deeper into the solar decision.

•  Take advantage of solar investment tax credit now: If your family 
has a tax appetite, then you may want to look at going solar soon. 
The 30% Federal level tax incentive may go away at the end of 
2016. It’s not fair, but if it does and you miss it, you are missing out 
on a deep discount. 

•  Insist on getting your questions answered: Poll any friends you have 
in the area who have gone solar. Find out who they used and if they 
did a good job. Write down all your questions and insist the solar 
consultant answer you fully. You have a right to understand how 
this purchase or lease will impact your family’s budget. Be sure you 
understand the ramifications of leasing versus purchase. One thing 
to know, if you lease the system then you do not receive the 30% tax 
credit. 

Recently, one of the solar industry’s most vocal proponents 
demonstrated a solar home can get high resale value. Ed Begley, 
Jr. who pioneered the solar lifestyle in his eco-friendly home in the 
San Fernando Valley, sold it at a premium – and for cash. Just one 
example of how a solar home can deliver benefit to your family.

Moms and the Solar Lifestyle
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A Los Angeles native, Glenna Wiseman has been a solar industry 
marketer since 2007.  Her firm pioneered research related 
to marketing solar to women.  She can be reached via www.
identity3.com or 909-553-3141.

7651 Sepulveda Blvd.
Van Nuys, CA 91405

www.AldikHome.com
(818) 988-5970

Floralize Beautify your home with realistic silk fl owers, hand-crafted 
silk fl oral arrangements, or a custom-made silk tree!

1½ cups whole wheat flour
1 cup uncooked oats
½ tsp baking soda
½ tsp salt
2 tbsp flax meal
⅓ cup coconut oil
½ cup honey or pure maple syrup
½ peanut butter
1 egg
1 ripe banana or 1 cup applesauce
1 tsp vanilla
2 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp nutmeg
2-3 cups crunchy cereal (oat cereal, crispy rice cereal, flax cereal)
1 cup nuts/seeds (almonds, pecans, sunflower seeds, chia seeds)*
1 handful chocolate chip and/or dried fruit*
*All filling (nuts, seeds, chips and dried fruit) is optional.

• Heat oven to 350 degrees.
•  In a large mixing bowl, combine flour, oats, baking soda, salt and 

flax meal. 

•  In a saucepan over medium heat, melt coconut oil, honey/syrup and 
peanut butter. 

• Combine ingredients from saucepan with dry ingredients. 
• Add egg, banana/applesauce, vanilla, cinnamon and nutmeg. 
• When all ingredients are combined, add crunchy cereal and mix-
ins.
• Using a tablespoon, scoop mixture onto a rimmed baking sheet. 
Bake for 11-13 minutes, until the center of each cookie is firm. 
Time-saving tip: Line the baking sheet with parchment paper for 
easy cleanup.

Enjoy as breakfast or as a snack. Great on the go!
Prep time: 10 minutes
Baking time: 11-13 minutes
Yields: Approximately 2 dozen

Cookies will keep at room temperature in an airtight container 
for 3-4 days. Cookies can also be refrigerated and warmed before 
serving.
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Take Advantage of Your Neighborhood Magazine

Local Government Contacts

Check out the many ways that you can contribute to and take advantage 
of your monthly neighborhood magazine. We are all about bringing 
local to the next level and want this magazine to serve you. Let us know 
what you hope to see in these monthly pages.

•  They could be new arrivals, or the longest-established residents on 
the block, and so on. Help us highlight those people who make our 
community a great place to live, work and raise a family. Or use this 
feature as a way to share your own story with neighbors. 

•  If you’re part of a book club, social group or charity organization in 
the community, share your experiences and photos, and invite others 
to join you!

•  Showcase the emerging academics, athletes, artists and actors in your 
life by submitting photos and details on your kids’ accomplishments, 
as well as information on school events and fundraisers your family is 
involved in.

•  Introduce your precious pet to the community! We recognize the 
uniqueness of your pet, and are happy to share his/her quirks, habits, 
favorite activities and more.

•  Business owners, the community starts right outside your front door. 
The family feature story is a great place to introduce your services to 
those closest to you.

•  Volunteers, are you passionate about charity work? Do you organize 
a fundraiser each year for a nonprofit or walk to fight disease? Your 
story might motivate others to get involved, too.

•  The process is easy. You send us your ideas or recommend neighbors, 
and we will talk with you, write the article and gather photos. Go to 
www.bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit Content.”Or, simply 
e-mail your content coordinator at eglickman@bestversionmedia.com.

Remember, we want stories featuring you and your neighbors! Together 
we can bring people together, stay connected and create an informative, 
family-friendly forum through your magazine.As families serving 
families, we respect your wish for privacy. Resident features are shared 
only within your neighborhood magazine.

Call 3-1-1
ONE CALL TO CITY HALL 
Toll Free 24 hour connection for information on more than 1,500 non-
emergency city services.
• City Services
• Sanitation/ Special Item Pickup
• Graffiti Removal
• Street Light Service
• Pothole Repair
• Building & Safety Inspections
•  City Phone Numbers, Office Hours, Locations & Events Building & 

Safety Inspections
• Public Meeting Schedules
• Senior Services
• Voting Information
• Educational & Recreational Resources
• Volunteerism
Within the City of Los Angeles, Dial 3-1-1

City Council
Call your City Council member to obtain the book “City of Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Services.”
Studio City Council District 2 (CD2) City Hall 
Telephone: 213-473-7002

Paul Krekorian
Councilmember CD2
E-mail: Councilmember.Krekorian@lacity.org

STAFF:
Areen Ibranossian
Chief of Staff
E-mail: Areen.Ibranossian@lacity.org

Karo Torossian
Director of Planning and Land Use
E-mail: Karo.Torossian@lacity.org

Jackie Keene
District Director
E-mail: Jackie.Keene@lacity.org

Courtney Hamilton
Field Deputy
E-mail: Courtney.hamilton@lacity.org

Sara Ter-Minasyan
Scheduler
E-mail: sara.ter-minasyan@lacity.org

Safety Information:
L.A. Fire Department Station 78
(818) 756-8678
4041 Whitsett Ave, Studio City, CA 91604 • www.lafd.org

L.A. Police Department North Hollywood Division
(818) 754-8300
11640 Burbank Blvd, North Hollywood, CA 91601• lapdonline.org

Provided by Studio City Residents Association

Email: ecrowther@farmersagent.com • vangie887@vbcrowtheinsurance.com
Website: www.farmersagent.com/ecrowther • Fax: 818-558-3657

If you’re paying too much for 
insurance we need to talk

For Free Quotes Please Call:
1-818-558-7912

Auto, Home, Life, Business 
Health & Investments

Vangie Crowther
CA Lic. 0C61432
NV Lic. 188796

FOR DETAILS CONTACT: Daniel Lewin
310-279-6287 | dlewin@bestversionmedia.com
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Exclusively serving the residents and neighborhoods  

 South of the Boulevard to Mulholland Drive

JULY 2016

An exclusive magazine serving the residents of Sherman Oaks, South of the Boulevard
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Considered one of the best places 
to work in North America, Best 
Version Media, is looking for 
Ad Sales/Account Executives in 
micro-targeted areas. Come join 
one of the fastest growing Media 
companies in the U.S. and Canada. 



0232

SERVPRO® of Studio City/Valley Village

818-508-7282
Independently Owned and Operated

Like it never even happened.®

24 Hour Emergency Service.

FIRE & WATER DAMAGE
■  Commercial and Residential

■  Trained, Uniformed Professionals

■  Complete Move-Outs

■  Restoration Vendor for Insurance
 Companies Nationwide


