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EXPERT CONTRIBUTORS

7651 Sepulveda Blvd.
Van Nuys, CA 91405

www.AldikHome.com
(818) 988-5970

Floralize Beautify your home with realistic silk fl owers, hand-crafted 
silk fl oral arrangements, or a custom-made silk tree!

DEAR RESIDENTS
What’s not to love about February in 
Southern California? There’s the romance of 
Valentine’s Day, family fun on Presidents’ 
Day Weekend, the Super Bowl, the Grammys and the Academy Awards. Alan 
Feldstein and Diane Haithman, our featured couple, personify everything we love 
about February, from their passion for the arts to the diversity of the community.

Allen and Diane will tell you that there are many wonderful diversions to keep 
Studio City residents of all stripes entertained, inspired, and enlightened through 
the start of spring. Beyond that, February presents us with many opportunities to 
treat our family and friends with a bit more love, “just because.” This can include 
clearing our space with some late winter redecorating and de-cluttering, indulging 
our passion for films and music with the awards shows, taking an easy vacation 
or staycation during the month’s long weekends, or just taking the time to say, “I 
love you!” a few extra times.

This is a lot for the shortest month of the year, but we hope it will be one that’s  
all heart.

Elyse Glickman

To learn more about becoming an expert  
contributor, contact Daniel Lewin at   
dlewin@bestversionmedia.com or 310-279-6287.

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in this magazine is 
separate from any statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

Elyse Glickman | Content Coordinator
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When the husband, a former attorney, runs an African 
wildlife safari company, and the wife is a veteran 
journalist and novelist “Dark Lady of Hollywood”, life is 

always going to be an adventure. And it has been for Alan Feldstein, 
61, and Diane Haithman, 59, who have been together for 23 years and 
married for 21 years.

The way the couple got together, in fact, is the stuff of an A-list 
Hollywood romantic comedy.

“Diane interviewed me for a Los Angeles Times story about the next 
generation of arts patrons under 40 in Los Angeles,” he recalls about 
the fateful meeting in the mid-1990s. “We met up to do the interview 
over breakfast, and when she called me for follow up questions, I 
asked her out on a date. Now here’s where the fate comes in, and I 
am a big believer in fate. An entire year went by, and I was out rock 
climbing when I fell 40 feet off the mountain and shattered my ankle.

Diane continues, “The following Monday, I had my journalist friend 
call his office to ask him questions about a story she was writing. His 
receptionist told her that he, was seriously injured and hung up the 
phone. My reporter’s instincts told me to find out what happened.”

Four surgeries later, Alan called to let Diane know he had tickets to 
see Tony Bennett at the Hollywood Bowl. The caveat was that she’d 
have to drive as he was in a cast up to his hip. From then on, they 
were inseparable.

While many couples have to iron 
out various issues before moving 
in together, where to live was not 
an issue for Alan and Diane.

“We love the eastern edge of 
Studio City because everything 
is very accessible, and it has that 
small neighborhood feel we like 
so much, especially as I originally 
came from San Francisco, and she 
came from Detroit,” he says. “We 
walk to restaurants, we walk to 
the Universal subway stop, and we really feel that although we live in 
the big city of Los Angeles, we have our multi-cultural neighborhood 
that we really enjoy.”

“Especially because we are a multi-cultural couple,” Diane interjects. 
“As a journalist. I covered arts and entertainment for many years, and 
the real hub of the entertainment is where we live—it’s ‘Valley-wood’ 
and Burbank. It’s not so much Hollywood or Beverly Hills anymore. 
We love breakfast at Vivian’s Millennium Café, happy hour at the 
Front Yard at the Garland Hotel, and dinner from Mantee.”

They also love Ernie’s Taco House in nearby North Hollywood, 
which was the site of the perfect Valentine’s Day date, precisely 
because it wasn’t the usual fine dining affair.

“We went to Ernie’s for Valentine’s Day once, thinking nobody would 

By Elyse Glickman/ Photos by Karen Ray Photography

  
ALAN FELDSTEIN AND DIANE HAITHMAN

be going there,” she said. 
“And when we got there, 
we noticed the place was 
all dolled up, and busy…
we loved it!”

Alan and Diane  
love being so close  
to the “Bowl” and local 
art venues, which is 
why Studio City is the 
perfect location. In 
2000, they did a major 
remodel of their home, 
so they could entertain, 

host fundraisers (he is a trustee of the Cheetah Conservation Fund, 
and properly display their eclectic, carefully curated art collection. 
The couple has also hosted the “Meetah-Cheetah” event and other 
social events. They also spend a lot of time catching movies at 
the Laemmle’s NoHo theater and hitting the many cultural events 
in the North Hollywood Arts District, especially outdoor events 
where they can bring their dog, Alley, 4. 

In addition to the remodel of their home, 2000 marked a personal 
watershed for Alan, who realized he needed to follow the advice 
he had given to his children for years: Follow your passion, 
and everything else will follow. This, along with 400,000 
accrued frequent flier miles, led to the founding of Infinite Safari 
Adventures.

“I was involved in an intensive case in D.C. and I was commuting 
back and forth,” Alan recalled. “I would take the red eye on 
Wednesday night, work all day Thursday, and take the 6pm flight 
home so I could be with my children on the weekends. When I 
asked Diane where she wanted to go with our miles. Diane told 
me she had always wanted to go on a safari in Africa.”

Alan spent the next month planning a safari. Alan likes to joke 
that the giraffes had him at “jambo” (Swahili for “hello”). This 
began the couple’s love affair with Africa.

“In 2005, we went back to Africa for my 50th birthday to climb 
Mt. Kilimanjaro, which I did successfully. After that climb, 
Diane met me and we went up into the Mahale Mountains to 
track chimpanzees. In 2008, I went back to Africa again with my 
son and daughter, who just graduated high school and college 
respectively. I reconnected with the manager of the lodge in 

Wild About Each Other:

Cheetah Conservation Fund, 

Namibia Africa Nov 2013
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Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate your neighbor to be featured in one of our upcoming 
issues! Contact us at eglickman@bestversionmedia.com.

Feb. 2-5
Romeo And Juliet With Dudamel 
@Walt Disney Concert Hall Los Angeles
The Los Angeles Philharmonic interprets 
Shakespeare’s timeless love story set 
to Tchaikovsky’s music, with conductor 
Gustavo Dudamel and violinist Lisa 
Batiashvili, whose passionate and poetic 
playing style is ideally suited to the thrilling 
concerto.
Time: Thurs-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm 
Cost: $59-$190 • LAPhil.com
 
Sun. Feb 5
Super Bowl LI Party
@Horace Heidt Estates, Aloha Room, 
14155 W Magnolia Blvd, Sherman Oaks, 
CA 91423
Though the biggest game of the year is 
in Houston, this event is your ticket to 
excitement and fun. Festivities include 
themed refreshments for sale (Halftime 
Hamburgers and Red Zone Hot Dogs, 
$5), the Lady Gaga half-time show, and 
an opportunity to meet your neighbors. To 
RSVP, call Iliana on or before February 1 
at 818-784-8211. • Time: 2:30pm
 
Thurs. Feb 2-Mar 12
Pop For the People: Roy Lichtenstein in L.A.
@Skirball Cultural Center, 2701 N. 
Sepulveda Blvd
Pioneering pop artist Roy Lichtenstein 
captured America’s passion for pop 
culture, comic book heroes, and California 
mystique in ways few artists could. 
The exhibit includes examples from his 
frequent collaborations with the L.A.-
based artists’ workshop Gemini G.E.L. 
One gallery is a dedicated interactive 
space where visitors can “enter” into 
Lichtenstein’s reimagining of Vincent van 
Gogh’s painting “Bedroom at Arles.”
Time: 12-5 pm • Cost: $12 adults; $7 kids 
2-12. • skirball.org
 
Sun. Feb 19
Shaolin Warriors: The Legend Continues
@Valley Performing Arts Center at Cal 
State Northridge
Celebrate the recent arrival of Chinese 
New Year (the year of the Rooster) with 
a show of remarkable martial arts skills 
and stunning feats of athleticism. The 

Shaolin Warriors deliver a jaw-dropping 
performance that keeps audiences on the 
edge of their seats.
Time: 3pm • Cost: $38-63 
valleyperformingartscenter.org
 
Through Feb 20
L.A. Kings Holiday Ice Westfield Promenade
@Westfield Promenade, 6100 Topanga 
Canyon Blvd., Woodland Hills
Outdoor ice skating returns to Woodland 
Hills this winter with the help of the L.A. 
Kings. 
Time: 5pm-11pm • Cost: $17, adults; $14, 
kids 6 and under • lakingsholidayice.com

Through Feb 28
J.K. Rowling’s Wizarding World:  
The Harry Potter and Fantastic 
Beasts Exhibit
@ Warner Bros. Studio Tours, 3400 W. 
Riverside Dr., Burbank
Warner Bros. Studio Tour Hollywood 
now has some special magical qualities. 
This new permanent exhibit showcases 
a cool collection of costumes, props and 
other movie memorabilia from the Harry 
Potter films as well as JK Rowling’s latest 
hit, Fantastic Beasts And Where To Find 
Them. Visitors will also have the chance to 
be assigned to one of the four Hogwarts 
houses by the Sorting Hat. Reservations 
required.
Time: 9am-3pm • Cost: $62 
wbstudiotour.com
 
Through Mar. 31
Horses and Dragons Exhibit
@Aquarium of the Pacific, 100 Aquarium 
Way, Long Beach 
Why are horses and dragons at the 
Aquarium? Because they are seahorses 
and seadragons. See these magnificent 
creatures in action along with some of the 
most beautiful and mysterious undersea 
life from around the globe.
Time: 9am-6pm • Cost: $29.95, adults; 
$17.95, kids 3-11 • aquariumofpacific.org

Through Apr. 9
The Science Behind Pixar Exhibition
@ California Science Center, 700 

Exposition Park Dr.Los Angeles
The exhibit exploring the fascinating 
(and award season-honored) world of 
Pixar animation features more than 40 
interactive components. Hear stories 
from Pixar’s production team members, 
encounter recreations of favorite Pixar 
characters and see Pixar’s animation work 
is in line with what your kids are learning at 
school. This is a time-entry exhibit and it is 
recommended to buy your tickets online in 
advance.  
Time: 11am-6pm • Cost: Adults, $14.95; 
Teens 13-17, $11.95; Kids under 12, $9.95 
www.californiasciencecenter.org
 
Through April 16
Interactive! How Pop Culture 
Reshapes Technology
@Ronald Reagan Library and Museum, 
40 Presidential Dr., Simi Valley
Discover how pop culture influences 
technology through four themed
areas (“How We Work,” Play,” “Move,” and 
Live”). Includes hands-on experiences 
like gaming and 3D printing stations. 
Look out for R2D2 and other cool 
movie memorabilia such as a T-800 
endoskeleton from The Terminator, a full-
size Alien from the Alien films and Marty 
McFly’s Back to the Future hoverboard.
Time: 10am-5pm • Cost: $21, adults, $15, 
ages 11-17, $10, ages 3-10
reaganfoundation.org/library-museum
 
Through Apr. 20 
Dubuffet Drawings, 1935–1962 
Exhibit
@The Hammer Museum, 10899 Wilshire 
Blvd., Los Angeles CA
Hammer Museum presents the West 
Coast debut of the first in-depth museum 
exhibition of works on paper by the 
innovative 20th century French artist Jean 
Dubuffet. Dubuffet was known for trying to 
make art that held the immediacy of the 
untrained, untutored painters so his work 
often has a child-like quality. This exhibit, 
which is described as being family friendly, 
holds over 100 of Dubuffet’s drawing, 
rarely shown in America.
Time 11am-8pm Cost: Free • hammer.
ucla.edu/

Calendar of Events: FEBRUARY 2017
Mahale who had built two kayaks we 

designed together, and we became the 
first people to kayak off the coast of 
Tanzania.”

Infinite Safari Adventures, provides 
unique tailor made safaris for its 
clients throughout Eastern and 
Southern Africa. More than a 
business, it is a labor of love. ”My 
company’s philosophy is giving 

back. In addition to (our work with 
the) Cheetah Conservation Fund, we 

helped underwrite the college education 
of a Maasai warrior in Kenya. He is now 

getting his master’s degree and works for the 

Kenyan Parliament. Infinite Safari Adventures 
also helped him raise money for a village 
school. And last year, he and I built a well in 
his village that assists a community of 500 
Maasai to get clean, readily available water 
so the women don’t have to walk four hours a 
day to retrieve it.”

Alan’s adult children are following his advice 
and in his footsteps.  Sasha, 30, works in 
Oakland for the non-profit Opportunity Works. 

Darrow, 26, who lives in Santa Cruz, is the 
founder of The Bird School Project, which 
provides outdoor education to local schools. 
The focus is on teaching kids about nature, 
birding and wildlife.

Although hard work and passion have taken 
Alan and Diane around the world, their 
discoveries remind them that there’s no better 
place to live than Studio City.  “While we love 
seeing what different parts of the world have 
to offer, there’s nothing like coming home to 
a place that has the best of everything at our 
doorstep.”
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BUSINESS PROFILE

By Elyse Glickman
If one of your New Year’s resolutions for 2017 involves 
upgrading your home, a great place to start is the kitchen, the 
physical and emotional heart of your home. While California 
Kitchen Gallery has a stellar reputation among home owners for 
its bathroom and complete home remodels, owners Sam Ramti 
and wife Claudia Rees are proud of their innovative, customized 
work on local homes, using a variety of trends, materials and 
hardware to create looks compatible with their diverse clients’ 
home architecture and lifestyles.

“There is not a category in construction 
that we won’t be able to help you 
with,” says Sam. “Our goal is to make 
the easiest and best remodeling any 
homeowner could wish for perfectly 
crafted and hassle free. With every job, 
we strive to make your home a place you 
would truly be in love with, with features 

and accents that describe you. We feature a variety of styles, 
from modern to classic, industrial and glam-chic, to create a one-
of-a-kind design that compliments your family’s lifestyle and 
interests.”

Services include painting, 
electrical, plumbing, 
framing, carpentry, flooring 
and door and window 
improvements. Their 
showroom also features 
a prolific collection of 
prefabricated and custom 
kitchens and bathroom 
layouts, countertops, tiles 
and more. Adds Claudia, 
“We are one of the only 
companies in the San 
Fernando Valley with the knowledge, skills, best prices and 
materials, all under one roof, to suit all kinds of needs and 
budgets. We walk our clients through the whole project, give 
them regular updates on the projects while they are in progress, 
and an accurate estimate of when they will be completed.”

Sam and Claudia make it a point to invite their clients to actively 
participate in the project to make sure all the details are in place 
and the end result is to their liking. They credit their success to 
making a connection with their customers, and their openness for 

California Kitchen Gallery
California Kitchen Gallery is located at 4495 Van Nuys Boulevard, Sherman 
Oaks, CA 91403, 818-616-4225. Check them out at californiakitchengallery.com.  

These cookies taste like little brownies and would make 
a great treat for kids or adults on Valentine’s Day!

In a large mixing bowl lightly beat the eggs. Add the sugar, melted 
chocolate, oil, baking powder and vanilla, beat well. Slowly stir in the 
flour until thoroughly combined. Cover and chill for one to two hours or 
until the dough is easy to handle.

Preheat oven to 375°. Shape the dough into 1-inch balls then roll in 
powdered sugar to coat. Place cookies on an ungreased cookie sheet two 
inches apart. Bake for 8-10 minutes or until edges are set and tops are 
crackled. Remove cookies right away from cookie sheet and cool on a 
wire rack. If desired, sift more powdered sugar over cookies. Store in an 
airtight container.

Lisa Broome’s 
Chocolate Crinkle Cookies

3 large eggs
1 ½ cups sugar
4 squares (4 ounces) unsweetened 
chocolate, melted
½ cup canola oil

2 teaspoons baking powder
2 teaspoons vanilla
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 ½ cups powdered sugar

6/30/1602/28/17

them to call anytime with concerns or questions they might have.

“We’ll be always there for them even if the project is done,” says 
Sam. “As we see it, all of our customers are part of our family 
and we treat them like one. It is safe to say nothing is done until 
it meets our standards and our client’s standards.”
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PROTECTING YOUR ASSETS

Provided by Evangeline R. Crowther, Farmer’s Insurance 

There’s a lot of talk about the importance 
of protecting the ones you love with a 
will, a legally enforceable document that 

provides instructions as to how you want your 
property distributed after your death. This may 

include, but not be limited to, instructions on where your money 
should go, who will take ownership of any real estate you own 
and who will be the guardian for your children.

Wills can be as basic or as elaborate as you wish. You could 
write out your will right now on a sheet of paper, although 
without witnesses or a notary, it might not be legal in your 
state. However, there are other, more professional means you 
will want to take into consideration. Dozens of templates are 
available to help you write a will, websites offer resources, and 
many attorneys specialize in drafting wills, and practice probate 
and estate law.

However you choose to draft your will, to generally ensure it 
stands up to legal scrutiny, it’s important to:

• Work with a lawyer.

•  Have at least two witnesses there to verify that you signed the 
document yourself.

• Have the will notarized.

In general, for a will to be valid, you must be in sound judgment 
and mental capacity at the time you sign it and. In most states, 
you must be at least 18 years old. Be sure it’s clearly marked as 
your will, and kept in a safe, but not hidden. Consider sharing its 
location with one or more trusted people in your life.

While the information in your will may be entirely different 
from someone else’s, there are elements of all wills that are 
generally the same.

1) Assets:
Whether it’s short or long, it’s important to make a list of all the 
assets you own. Include all of your bank accounts, credit cards, 
investments, retirement funds, properties, and money that will be 
paid to your family from your life insurance policy.

Certain assets that are countable in your estate can pass directly 
to beneficiaries by operation of law rather than by operation 
of your will and the probate process. These beneficiary-named 
accounts generally include life insurance policies, annuities, 
IRAs and qualified retirement plans such as 401(k)s.

This list can and should be updated frequently with changes to 
your life and assets.

2) Beneficiaries:
Beneficiaries are the people whom you designate to receive 
your assets. For many of us, these include spouses, children and 
immediate family. Beneficiaries can also be organizations that 
you want to support, life-long friends or even total strangers. Just 
remember to include both primary and secondary beneficiaries 
in case the primary ones die before you or don’t meet the 
conditions to receive your assets.

You can get as specific as you need to in your will, for example 
making sure that your son inherits your heirloom pocket watch 
or your granddaughter gets the car. You also have the right to 
specify certain conditions for getting your assets, ie., you can 
set aside money for your daughter contingent on her graduation 
from high school or for your nephew to start that small business 
he’s always wanted. 

3) Guardians, or who should care for  
your kids:
If you have minor children, you need to decide who will become 
their guardians. In most cases, that’s the surviving parent, 
assuming you share custody, but it should be specified in the 

Evangeline Crowther is a Farmers agent based in North Hollywood 
focused on home, life, auto and business insurance. For more information on 
the various services Farmers offers local families, call 818-558-7912 or write  
ecrowther@farmersagent.com.

will. You’ll also need to pick a legal guardian should something 
happen to both parents. This decision should not be taken lightly 
and should be discussed with the potential guardians.

4) Executor, or who makes sure this happens 
when you’re gone:
The executor is a person named in the will to ensure that  
your estate is divided up as you have outlined it. For obvious 
reasons, this should be someone you trust. He or she will also  
be responsible for paying any debts that are associated with your 
estate and distributing your remaining assets. The executor is 
legally obligated to follow the wishes written in the will. 

Upon death, the executor will file paperwork with the local 
probate court. During probate, your executor proves your will is 
valid and he or she will inventory your property, pay debts and 
taxes, and distribute the remaining property as the will describes.

An important difference between wills and life insurance is that 
life insurance is a contract between you and the life insurance 
company and the death benefit will go directly to the beneficiaries 
named in the policy or designated beneficiaries and not through 
probate.

Dying without a will can be a problem for your loved ones, 
and make the pain of dealing with your passing all the more 
frustrating. Laws vary from state to state. In most situations, 
the bulk of your property goes to your next of kin, usually your 
spouse or children. However, even if you told everyone in your 
family what you wanted, if it’s not in writing, your wishes may 
not be followed.

Discussing what will happen after your death is not pleasant, but 

it’s an important thing to do. When you feel the time is right, talk 
to a lawyer and start drawing up your will. Remember, it can be 
changed or updated. Then have a chat with your family to make 
sure they know what to expect too.

Where There’s a Will, There’s a (Right) Way
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By Jeri Rochman, Parenting Consultant

For younger kids, Valentine’s Day is filled 
with candy, hearts and cupcakes. For tweens, 
the holiday becomes a roller coaster of 

emotional highs and lows. And for high school 
students, it can be a day brimming with the possibility of a first 
romance. Parents can help shape Valentine’s Day to become an 
enjoyable event by emphasizing the opportunity to spread love 
and appreciation. As a School Counselor, Parenting Consultant 
and mother of three children, I offer these guidelines for a happy 
Valentine’s Day.

Elementary School: “Do you 
have a Band-Aid? Because I 
skinned my knee when I fell 
for you.” 
As you drop your child off at 
school on February 14, thank 
your lucky stars for the genuine 
kindness of elementary school 
teachers. The general rule is that 
a child must bring a Valentine 
for every member of the class. 
This is a golden opportunity 
to talk with your child about 
kindness and inclusiveness. 

For arts-and-crafty parents, the 
holiday is a fun opportunity to 
break out the markers, stickers, 
and construction paper and 

let the creativity flow freely. And fear not, parents who are not 
handy with a glue-gun, Valentine’s Day cards are not graded; 
your store bought cards are perfectly fine. 

Have your child start a few weeks ahead of February 14, and 
only work on 2-3 cards a night. One suggestion is for parents 
to write the classmates’ name in glue and then have your child 
sprinkle the glue with glitter. Or type and print the names on 
labels and have your child stick the label on the card. Keep in 
mind that the idea is for your child to enjoy the holiday and not 
for it to feel like one more homework assignment. It is fun to add 
a small piece of candy to your card but if your school has a no-
candy policy, possible non-edible treats are stickers, temporary 
tattoos, pencils, and small party favors.

Pro-Tip: Spread the love by making extra Valentines for your 
child to deliver to your school’s unsung heroes. Your school 
custodian, bus driver, crossing guard, nurse and front office 
receptionist will be truly grateful.

Middle School: “If you were a Transformer, you’d be Optimus 
FINE.” 
Valentine’s Day in middle school is pretty much exactly as 
you imagine it: awkward, drama-packed and hormone-fueled. 
Navigating the holiday can be tricky for middle schoolers, 

especially for those in their first year out of elementary school. 
Furthermore, as middle schoolers have five or more different 
classes, it just isn’t feasible to give a Valentine to every 
student in your child’s grade. This means that the main topic 
of conversation at the lunch tables in the days leading up to 
February 14 is who-likes-who and who-is-going-to-the-dance-
with-whom.  

Due to the wide range of maturity levels in middle school, 
some students are thrilled, while others are overwhelmed at the 
thought of a romantic relationship. There are also the inevitable 
hurt feelings when feelings are unrequited or an invitation 
to a dance is turned down. You can assist your child with the 
navigation of these socially choppy waters by sharing your own 
middle school experiences so that your child can begin know 
that they are not alone in their experience. If your child really 
wants to give Valentines to close friends, one suggestion is to 
mail them so as to avoid any hurt feelings at school. 

Pro-Tip: If your child is in a school club or afterschool sport 
or activity, suggest that they bring a treat for everyone in the 
group as a way to bring back the sweetness of the elementary 
school all-inclusive style Valentine’s Day. And again, share the 
holiday with the people at your child’s Middle School who offer 
daily assistance: the school nurse, attendance office personnel, 
librarians, and PE coaches.  

High School: “If I could rearrange the alphabet, I’d put U  
and I together.”
Valentine’s Day in high school often takes on the adult aura of the 
holiday. While teens enjoy the thrill and excitement of a possible 
new romance, there is also additional pressure. 

Parents may also worry that their child’s romantic relationship is 
going too fast. Valentine’s Day provides an opportunity for parents 
to share their values and expectations regarding dating as they 
address these issues. 

If your high school student isn’t interested in the romantic aspect of 
the holiday, suggest alternative activities. Your child and her friends 
can bake treats to be delivered to a local shelter. Or teens can visit 
an animal rescue organization and share their love with abandoned 
dogs, or perhaps a bake sale to raise funds for heart disease.

Roses are Awesome, Violets are Cool,  
There’s Nothing Quite Like Valentine’s Day at School! 

Pro-Tip: Teach your child that 
Valentine’s Day is a holiday to 
show both love and appreciation. 
Have your child give Valentine’s 
Day cards to their college 
counselor and guidance counselor 
to show gratitude for their support. 
Other worthy recipients are the 
teachers who wrote your child’s 
“letters of recommendations” in 
their college applications.

Family Traditions: Remind your kids that they are your 
forever Valentines. Start the day with a chocolate heart on their 
pillow.  Plan a special breakfast with strawberry smoothies or 
raspberry pancakes. Lunch can be tomato soup with grilled 
cheese sandwiches cut into a heart shape. For dinner, a fun 
tradition is a red-themed meal. Begin with a toast to your 
beautiful family with sparkling cranberry apple cider. Then 
serve spaghetti with red sauce or baked salmon, roasted red 
potatoes with red peppers, and raspberry sorbet for dessert. 

Happy Valentine’s Day! Xoxo

Jeri Rochman is a school counselor and parenting consultant. She can be 
reached at jerirochman.jd.ms@gmail.com

PARENTING
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NEIGHBORHOOD CLASSIFIEDS
Estate/Moving Sale Includes 2013 BMW, grand piano, misc. 
furniture (including five-drawer dark blue wood vertical 
dresser), graphite portable basketball set with stand, books for 
children and adults, and assorted toys, dolls and kids’ DVDs 
(including Barbie, Judy Moody, Madeline, American Girl, Dr. 
Seuss, Goosebumps, and more). For more information, call  
818-645-8068 or write lvclause@hotmail.com.

Do you something to sell or give away? Planning a block sale? 
Are your teens offering babysitting or yard work services? You 
may have just what your neighbor is looking for. To place your 
free classified ad, go to www.bestversionmedia.com and click 
“Submit Content.” Ads must be 40 words or less, non-business 
related. You will receive email confirmation.

CLASSIFIEDS

Make This Magazine Your Own
Studio City Neighbors is all about bringing people together and 
fostering a closer-knit community! Check out the many ways that you 
can contribute to and take advantage of your monthly neighborhood 
magazine. Let us know what you hope to see in these monthly pages.

•  You can submit nominations of families or individuals whom you 
would like to see highlighted in future cover stories. They could be 
new arrivals, or the longest-established residents on the block, and so 
on. Help us highlight those people who make our community a great 
place to live, work and raise a family. 

•  If you’re part of a book club, social group or charity organization in 
the community, share your experiences and photos, and invite others 
to join you!

•  Showcase the emerging academics, athletes, artists and actors in your 
life by submitting photos and details on your kids’ accomplishments, 
as well as information on school events and fundraisers your family is 
involved in.

•  Introduce your precious pet to the community! We recognize the 
uniqueness of your pet, and are happy to share his/her quirks, habits, 
favorite activities and more.

•  Business owners, the community starts right outside your front door. 
The family feature story is a great place to introduce your services to 
those closest to you.

•  Volunteers, are you passionate about charity work? Do you organize a 
fundraiser each year for a nonprofit or walkto fight disease? Your story 
might motivate others to get involved, too.

•  If you are involved in your homeowners’ association, use this 
magazine to inform neighbors of events, neighborhood activities, yard 
sales, new officers, meeting minutes, contact info for board members, 
or other announcements.

The process is easy. You send us your ideas or recommend neighbors, 
and we will talk with you, write the article and gather photos. Go to 
www.bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit Content.” Or, simply 
e-mail your content coordinator at eglickman@bestversionmedia.com.

Remember, we want stories featuring you and your neighbors!  
Together we can bring people together, stay connected and create  
an informative, family-friendly forum.

We respect your wish for privacy. Resident features are shared only 
within your neighborhood magazine.

Jumbo mortgage savings for you.
It’s a great time to take advantage of Citibank’s Jumbo mortgage products. From pre-approval to closing, 
we will guide you through the home buying process.

Citibank Offers:

	 n  Jumbo loan sizes up to $3 million 
_  Loan sizes up to $8 million available to well-qualified buyers who meet Citi’s High Net Worth 1 requirements

	 n Lower rates with Citibank Relationship Pricing 2

	 n SureStart® Pre-approval so you can shop with confidence 3

Terms, conditions and fees of accounts, programs, products and services are subject to change. This is not a commitment to lend. All loans are subject to credit and property approval. Certain restrictions may apply on all programs.
1.    Available for clients with a minimum of $1million or more in investable post-close assets and at least $100,000 in traditional assets must be on deposit with Citi at least 10 days prior to closing. This amount may be part of the $1,000,000 eligibility requirement. Real estate, loan proceeds, stock options, restricted stock 

and personal property will not be counted as part of the $1million or more in investable post-close asset. Investable assets are defined as deposit accounts (checking, savings, money market, Certificates of Deposit), unrestricted stocks, bonds, and retirement accounts held by the individual who is personally liable on the 
loan. Similar asset types held in revocable trust may be used provided the trust document meets the Trust Policy. The assets held in trust must be of the investable quality stated above. Additional conditions apply.

2.    A Citibank deposit account is required to receive Citibank mortgage relationship pricing. Ask a mortgage representative for details on eligible balances and the qualifying closing cost credit or rate discount. Availability of the Citibank mortgage relationship pricing for Citibank account holders is subject to change 
without notice.
3.    SureStart® is a registered service mark of Citigroup Inc. Final commitment is subject to verification of information, receipt of a satisfactory sales contract on the home you wish to purchase, appraisal and title report, and meeting our customary closing conditions. There is no charge to receive a SureStart 

pre-approval. However, standard application and commitment fees will apply for the mortgage loan application.
© 2016 Citibank, N.A. NMLS #412915. Member FDIC and Equal Housing Lender. Citi, Citibank, and Citi with Arc Design are registered service marks of Citigroup Inc

Nelly Melian 
Home Lending Officer 
818-497-8835
nelly.melian@citi.com
www.citi.com/NellyMelian
NMLS# 727190

Citibank, 12191 Ventura Blvd, Studio City, CA 91604

To learn more please contact:

VALLEY APPLIANCES
Home Appliances Sales and Repairs 

We service all makes and models • Same day appointments

Qualified Technicians  
Licensed and Insured

hnmappliances@gmail.com7141 B Baird Ave
Reseda Ca 91335

(818) 705-2240 Ask for Natalie

SPECIAL OFFER 
15% discount on your next service call job 
when you mention Studio City Neighbors.

Email: ecrowther@farmersagent.com • vangie887@vbcrowtheinsurance.com
Website: www.farmersagent.com/ecrowther • Fax: 818-558-3657

If you’re paying too much for 
insurance we need to talk

For Free Quotes Please Call:
1-818-558-7912

Auto, Home, Life, Business 
Health & Investments

Vangie Crowther
CA Lic. 0C61432
NV Lic. 188796
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Contact FROSCH to access limited time offers on Regent Seven Seas Cruises including:
Free business class airfare, early booking savings, and free land programs on select 2016 Asia and South America sailings

800.994.5538 | willett@frosch.com

Enjoy the World’s Most All Inclusive Cruise Experience

CST #2118750-50


