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From The Publisher
Welcome to the September issue of Studio City Neighbors! We’re happy and excited to 
announce that our page count will be growing in the next few months. This means more 
custom content and relevant material just for you, as this publication is all about your 
community: the families and folks in the great neighborhoods and the shops and businesses 
in the area. This private publication could not be possible without our growing list of 
sponsors and advertisers. 

The recent months have brought us some serious heat waves, a lot of sunburned children, 
and a significant increase in air-conditioning bills. But Labor Day has finally arrived. The 
first Monday of September means that white clothes are out, sales are in, summer holidays 
are over and classes begin. For many of us (but far from all of us), it’s a welcome day off of 
work or school, ahead of what is likely to be a busier month than the last one.

Our resident feature this month introduces you to The Eppolitos, whose long-standing ties 
to the area, and Campbell Hall in particular, have made the Eppolito Family a fun force in 
the community.  In the meantime, enjoy the back-to-school to do’s and Labor Day weekend. 
Until next month!

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements and advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of Best Version Media (BVM) or any 
municipality, homeowners associations, businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content 
submitted. All content submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2016 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.
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Whitney Rosenson, Art Consultant  
Art Dimensions Inc.  
info@artdimensionsonline.com  
310-433-8934

Justin E. Sterling, Attorney 
Law Offices of Justin E. Sterling 
Justin@sterlingdefense.com 
747-233-3663

Susanna Nagy, Realtor 
Keller Williams Reality 
1agentnagy@gmail.com 
818-481-1602

Dennis F. Rose, CPA/PFS   
Dennis F. Rose & Associates 
DFR@DFRCPA.la 
818-501-7788

Dr. Cory Rabonza, Dentist 
Healthy Smiles Dental Office 
hsdo@att.net 
818-788-3168

Tama Holve, Travel Agent 
Willett Travel, A FROSCH Company 
willett@frosch.com 
800-994-5538

Nicole Weinstein, Center Director 
Mathnasium of Studio City  
studiocity@mathnasium.com 
818-985-6284

Sadaf Salout, Owner 
Home Instead Senior Care 
sadaf.salout@homeinstead.com 
818-988-6848
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ARMEN J. GULESERIAN, CFP®

CALL US ABOUT OUR
MONTHLY PANCAKE BREAKFAST WORKSHOPS

FINANCIAL ADVISOR, WADDELL & REED, INC.

Waddell & Reed, Inc. Member SIPC (08/15)
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 nwrugs.com
Sherman Oaks 14564 Ventura Blvd (818) 386-7847
Agoura Hills 28610 Canwood St (818) 706-3333

3 location in Portland, OR, - (503) 682-7847 • Las Vegas, NV - (702) 737-7847

Monday - Saturday: 10AM to 7PM - Sunday: 11AM to 6PM

Grand Opening
Rugs & Furniture - Now In Sherman Oaks

LIVING ROOM •  BEDROOM • DINING ROOM

New Store!
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By Elyse Glickman

Nobody gets tired of stories about the hometown boy 
making good in his life and career, especially when 
it comes to actors and athletes. However, Studio 

City-bred defense attorney Justin Sterling has dedicated his 
life to doing good work in the legal realm, the courtroom, 
and in raising his kids with wife Alissa Sterling.

“Although I left Los Angeles to attend college and to set 
down professional roots, Studio City is where my parents 
are,” he says. “I intentionally moved back to Studio City to start a 
family after  
a couple of years in the Hollywood Hills. The wonderful thing 
about Studio City is that it is not your typical, cookie cutter 
community. It has urban sophistication and diversity, with the 
space and family friendliness of a suburb. Aesthetically, the 
neighborhoods are all-American and yet have a lot of diversity 
with people from all parts of the world and walks of life.”

Sterling met Alissa, a 
fellow lawyer, during 
their first jobs at the 
Los Angeles County 
Public Defender’s 
Office when they 
were fresh out of law 
school and trial attorneys for the office. They married in 2011 on 
the beach in Mexico. While she still works at the county Public 
Defender’s Office, Justin transitioned into private practice in 2011, 
and he continues to make a name for himself running his own 
practice. He has offices in the Valley and Beverly Hills.

After years of trial work within the public sector, Sterling went 
into private practice, via the Law Offices of Justin E. Sterling, to 
bring top tier legal representation to individuals and businesses 
facing criminal prosecution. Through his network of contacts 
within the City curated during his years at the Public Defender’s 
office, he offers his clients access to the best investigators, experts, 
and legal professionals, making him one of the go-to lawyers 

for criminal. Whether it’s arguing a case to a jury or resolving a 
client’s case quickly and discreetly, he defines his approach to 
criminal practice through his stalwart commitment to his clients. 
For him, it’s about being a positive force in his client’s life and 
helping them through a very difficult time. 

“Studio City is a great home base because I am uniquely 
connected with people all over town, and can easily keep a pulse 
on the communities and people I serve,” says Sterling. “There 
is easy access to many important streets and highways that 

connect people to 
other parts of town, 
from Downtown, 
to Beverly Hills 
to the Beache 
communities. There 
is also its unusual 

advantage of having both great public and private schools. On 
the adult date night side of things, my wife and I love the fact 
that there are many great restaurants and the dining and nightlife 
scenes are really coming into its own.”

Inside and outside the courtroom, Justin and Alissa have built a 
solid case for Studio City being the perfect place 
to achieve a perfect life-work balance.

To learn more about legal services offered by 
the Law Offices of Justin E. Sterling, call 747-
233-3663 or write Justin@sterlingdefense.com.

BUSINESS PROFLIE: JUSTIN E. STERLING / STERLING DEFENSE

Doing His  
Hometown Justice

“From a business standpoint, Studio City is a great home base because  
I am uniquely connected with people all over town, and can easily  

keep a pulse on the communities and people I serve,” says Sterling. 



W henever you go on vacation, chances are you’ll be laser 
focused on shooting home some great photos or taking 
back an unforgettable, high quality souvenir. In the 

case of Cindy Eppolito, she brought back a connection that would 
ultimately link her with her future husband, Jim. 

“I was with my mother in Hawaii in 1991, and I met a gentleman 
named Dan Leibowitz while sitting on some rocks overlooking the 
coast,” Cindy, 57, recalls. “We started talking, and when I mentioned 
that I was with my mother, he got very inquisitive. First, he asked me 
if I was single, and I promptly replied, ‘None of your business.’ When 
he asked why, my mother, who was concerned about my being single 
in my 30s, handed Dan my phone number, and he set Jim and I up on 
a blind date.” 

It turned out that Jim (now 61) was a music broker who booked bands 
for parties and events, and had just done the music for Dan’s son’s 
wedding. The meeting and dates to follow proved harmonious.

“I was initially attracted by her kindness towards everyone she met,” 
says Jim. “We are very different people, but we both grew up with 
similar values such as the importance of family. I don’t know if there 
was ever one specific moment, but I did pursue her for a while until 
we finally did get together.”

Once Cindy and Jim got married in 1994, she moved into his house 

in Sherman Oaks. As they started their family, they went on the hunt 
for the perfect home, even as it was in 2003 when the housing market 
went crazy. 

“We kept looking for something far from the freeways, but we 
originally did not think about Studio City until a pocket listing opened 
on Iredell Lane. After three and a half years of looking, we walked 
into this house, and Jim said, ‘I can see my daughter walking down 
the stairway here.’  Within 24 hours, we bought this house and sold 
the other house in Sherman Oaks, and we’ve been here ever since.”

Adds Jim, “Cindy and I both come from big Italian families so we 
wanted to make sure that our house had a big, open floor plan, and 
would be big enough for plenty of visitors.”

By Elyse Glickman/ Photos by Maxx & Me Photography

cover story                 The Eppolito Family 

Back to ‘Cool’
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The couple renovated their 
Studio City home into 

a comfy, warm and 
welcoming home 
blending elements 
of Cape Cod and 
Tuscany. It is full 
of warm woods, 
overstuffed couches, 
big pillows and 

touches of jewel-toned 
accents that served as 

the perfect home base 
for them and their children. 

Sophia, 19 and a Campbell Hall 
alumnus, just completed her first year 

at Boston University. Nicholas, 15, is entering 9th grade at Campbell 
Hall. From Sophia’s kindergarten year forward, the school has 
evolved into an extension of their family as well as a fantastic support 
system. When the teens spent winters in a ski-and-education program 
in Mammoth, CA, taking their taking their Campbell Classes to 
Mammoth, Cindy cheered them on and kept that Studio City spirit 
within reach.

“What we love about this area and Campbell Hall is the sense 
of community we have,” Cindy says. “We are truly a close-knit 
community, which you don’t find in all Los Angeles neighborhoods. 

We met many of our friends among the parents at Campbell Hall, 
while our block is full of Campbell Hall families. Today, we have an 
active group that works together to make sure the trails are safe, and 
fire prevention is in place, and other measures are being taken for 
the benefit of local families. Our neighborhood society (Studio City 
Homeowner’s Association) is incredible.”

“I’ve always appreciated the sense of community,” affirms Jim. 
“My kids are able to get a great education close by, and so many of 
their friends and their families live close enough for us to see them 
regularly. It gives us a very small town feeling in a sometimes big and 
even daunting city.”

Cindy, a former operations manager for MAC Cosmetics, has 
been a full-time mom since Nicholas’ birth and kept herself active 
as a Campbell Hall parent. She is also member of the Studio City 
Neighborhood Association. Jim, meanwhile, has also been hands-on 
with the community through the resources at his firm, West Coast 
Music, which books bands for parties and events. He’s planned the 
annual Campbell Hall fundraising concert since 2002, and it helps that 
he knew many of his neighbors from past weddings and corporate 
events years before he and Cindy moved into the neighborhood. 

“It’s truly a family business, and intersects so many facets of our life,” 
says Cindy. 

Another thing the couple loves about life in Studio City is that 
they never have to leave town to take advantage of Los Angeles’ 



Sept 2-25
The Los Angeles County Fair
@Pamona Fairplex, 1101 W. McKinley Ave, Pamona 
Wrap the summer of 2016 with the perennially popular event that 
brings together nostalgic, farm-friendly Americana (livestock beauty 
contests, local produce) and modern acrobats, wine tastings, 
exhibitions and concerts.
Time: 9am-2pm • Cost: Adults $14-20; Kids $8-12; Parking $15
lacountyfair.com 
 
Sun. Sept 4
William Shakespeare’s The Tempest
@The Old Zoo at Griffith Park
Fans of British culture Independent 
Shakespeare Co. brings us The 
Tempest, the last free production of the 
summer season of Free Shakespeare in 
Griffith Park. Bring your picnic fare, non-
alcoholic beverages and blankets for a bit of renaissance revelry.
Time: 7pm • Cost: free • iscla.org
 
Thurs. Sept 14 
Land Use Committee Meeting
@ 4024 Radford Avenue, Editorial 2, Room 6
The Studio City Neighborhood Council will discuss ways different 
areas within the city will potentially be used for the community’s 
benefit. 
Time: 7pm • Cost: free • studiocitync.org

Tues. Sept 13-Fri. Sept 15 
Wilco
@ The Theatre at Ace Hotel, 933 S. Broadway, Los Angeles
Alt rock pioneers Wilco spin music that is just as magnetic as it was 
in the early 90s. The group has shuffled its lineup and sound over 
the years, mostly ditching its alt country roots for detours into noise 
rock and jam band territory, alternating between krautrock grooves 
and Southern Rock guitar attacks. 
Time: 8pm • Cost: $35-85 • acehotel.com

Sept 16-Nov 5
The Play About the Baby
@ The NoHo Arts Colony, 10747 Magnolia Blvd. in North Hollywood, 
CA 91602
Steal an opportunity to view the rarely produced dark comedy by 
Edward Albee (“Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolfe”). A couple believes 
they have a perfect life until a mysterious older couple wins their 
trust and steals their baby. Through a series of manipulations, 
Albee’s prose calls into question both couples’ sense of reality and 
fiction, joy and sorrow. 
Time: 8pm • Cost: $34 • roadtheatre.org

Tues. Sept 20
Hall & Oates
@Hollywood Bowl
The top pop duo of the early 80s brings 
their greatest hits and then some to 
the Bowl, including “Private Eyes,” 
“Maneater,” “Method of Modern Love” and many others. 
Time: 7:00 • Cost: $29.50-$165 • hollywoodbowl.com
 
Thurs. Sept 22
Young Frankenstein: The Musical
@Norris Theatre, 27570 Norris Center Drive, Los Angeles
Get ready for Halloween early with this electrifying musical comedy 
adaptation of Mel Brooks’ monstrously classic comedy. In this zany 
Broadway hit musical, by the creators of the Tony-winning The 
Producers, Victor Frankenstein (the mad scientist’s grandson), 
travels to Transylvania to claim the family estate and build on its 
legacy—with hilarious results.
Time: 5pm • Cost: $5-70 • norriscenter.com
 
Through Oct 30, 2016
Chasing Dreams: Baseball and Becoming American
@ Skirball Cultural Center, 2701 N. Sepulveda Blvd.
From Hank Greenberg and Sandy Koufax to Joe 
DiMaggio, Jackie Robinson, Roberto Clemente, 
Fernando Valenzuela, and Ichiro Suzuki, these are 
players who didn’t just play the game—they changed the game. For 
generations of American Jews and other minorities, they served as 
athletic, cultural, and ethical role models.
Time: T-F, Noon-5pm; Sat-Sun 10am-5pm • Cost: adults, $12; $7, kids
Skirball.org

Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate your neighbor to be featured in one of our upcoming 
issues! Contact us at eglickman@bestversionmedia.com.
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Calendar of Eventsmost popular shops, restaurants and 
businesses. Their favorite restaurants are 
Iroha Sushi, Casa Vega (whose owner, 
“is a friend, lives up the street from us, 
and has been a client of Jim’s forever.”), 
and Firefly for date night out. They 
enjoy bowling at PINZ, and as they live 
at the back trailhead of Fryman Canyon 
Park, they often take advantage of the 
wilderness and trails literally at their 
doorstep.

“We also love what’s happening on 
Ventura Place, which has seen an 
amazing transformation, with such 
businesses as McConnell’s Ice Cream, 
Joan’s on Third, and the Tuning Fork,” 
Cindy adds.

One of the family’s cherished traditions 
is taking a family portrait before the start 
of every school year. Although Cindy 
suspects Nicholas may have outgrown 
wanting to be photographed with his 
backpack this year, the Eppolitos can 
count on a school year that is as close to 
picture perfect as one can get.

SERVPRO® of Studio City/Valley Village

818-508-7282
Independently Owned and Operated

Like it never even happened.®

24 Hour Emergency Service.

FIRE & WATER DAMAGE
■  Commercial and Residential

■  Trained, Uniformed Professionals

■  Complete Move-Outs

■  Restoration Vendor for Insurance
 Companies Nationwide

Facebook.com/ShermanOaksStreetFair Att
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www.ShermanOaksStreetFair.org
DETAILS & VENDOR FORMS AVAILAbLE ONLINE OR cALL 818-906-1951

Largest event in the san Fernando vaLLey • Free adMission

100,000 peopLe • over 200 vendors, dispLays & eXhiBits
Food courts • Food trucks • outdoor cocktaiL Lounge 

S H E R M A N  OA K S

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2016 • 10AM-6PM
VENTURA BOULEVARD • SHERMAN OAKS, CA
9 BLOCKS FROM VAN NUYS BOULEVARD TO KESTER BOULEVARD

2 6 t h  A n n u a l2 6 t h  A n n u a l

STREET FAIRSTREET FAIR

CLASSIC SURF john blair & the trespassers

Clem Burke
BLONDIE
Elliot Easton

THE CARS

THE EMPTY HEARTS
Wally Palmar 

THE ROMANTICS
Andy Babiuk

CHESTERFIELD KINGS

COMMuNITY 
ARTS STAGE

ED SULLIVAN TO ABBEY ROAD
THE BEATLES
with paperBack Writer

50TH ANNIVERSARY 
THE MONKEES
with PLEASANT VALLEY SUNDAY

CLASSIC 
CAR SHOW

CARNIvAL
& FuN zONE
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Goldfish Crackers:  
And 7 Other Foods I Hate Now That I’m A Parent    

6/30/16

By Elyse Glickman

A New Spin on The Spinning Studio
SoloCicla founder Jacklyn Enriquez creates an environment suiting both body and soul.

When you step into SoloCicla, on the eastern edge of 
Studio City, it’s not just the cheery art gallery-like 
atmosphere, FLOWATER dispenser or state-of-the-art 

bikes that will give you a rush—even before you take your first 
class. Its appeal has a lot to do with founder Jacklyn Enriquez, 
who exudes wisdom and warmth, setting the tone for the studio’s 
diverse community of instructors and clients. 

“Based on what I have been through, and how spinning changed 
my outlook on life, I wanted my own spinning studio to be far 
more than just a place where people go to work out,” she says, 
looking back at how spinning changed her emotional as well as 
fitness outlook. The inspiration to 
open SoloCicla was her mother, 
who developed a rare form of 
cancer. 

Regardless of experience level, 
Jacklyn encourages every rider to 
submerge him or herself in one of 
the studio’s action packed rides to 
shed the worries of the day, even 
beyond calories and pounds. Her 
selection of instructors and the overall approach to teaching the 
different classes are also designed with the individual at heart. 

Jacklyn stresses 
that every 
workout includes 
the use of light 
weights for a full 
body workout, as 
well as words of 
encouragement 
to exercise the mind.

“Our goal is to help you, the rider, fall into an endorphin 
rush while listening to the best beats in town,” she explains. 

“Furthermore, every one of our instructors 
incorporates empowering words into their 
session you’ll come out of the class ready 
to conquer the day or let the stresses of the 
day go.” 

The studio’s “Ride for a Cause” 
philosophy, in turn, extends to the 
charity work on behalf of organizations 
serving Studio City, the Valley and 
beyond. According to Jacklyn, her team’s 

goal is to help riders help themselves while simultaneously 
advancing a variety of causes that help the community via 

fundraising rides and 
partnerships with local 
non-profits and charities 
such as Providence 
St. Joseph’s Hospital 
Foundation, Providence 
Roy & Patricia Disney 
Family Cancer Center, 
Relay for Life, Animal 
Shelters of LA, and the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation.

“While image is 
everything at some 
studios, what sets us 

apart is the personalized approach we take 
throughout the spinning experience, from ‘ 
our team of front desk personnel to our  
dynamic instructors,” says Enriquez. “Just  
like our customers themselves, it’s not 
enough to come out of spinning looking 
good. We’re as much about the positive and 
upbeat mentality which serves to restore our 
riders’ mental and physical well-being.” 

SOLORACE FOR A GOOD CAUSE
Sign up for a class during one of these 
bi-monthly fundraisers and 100% of 
your fees will be donated to a cancer 

research charity.

9/30/16

Check out SoloCicla’s classes and instructors by visiting 
solocicla.com or calling 323-378-6164. 
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FOR DETAILS CONTACT: Daniel Lewin
310-279-6287 | dlewin@bestversionmedia.com
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Considered one of the best places 
to work in North America, Best 
Version Media, is looking for 
Ad Sales/Account Executives in 
micro-targeted areas. Come join 
one of the fastest growing Media 
companies in the U.S. and Canada. 

Email: ecrowther@farmersagent.com • vangie887@vbcrowtheinsurance.com
Website: www.farmersagent.com/ecrowther • Fax: 818-558-3657

If you’re paying too much for 
insurance we need to talk

For Free Quotes Please Call:
1-818-558-7912

Auto, Home, Life, Business 
Health & Investments

Vangie Crowther
CA Lic. 0C61432
NV Lic. 188796

SMRU1614160 (Exp.08/07/2016) © 2015 New York Life Insurance Company, 51 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10010

Life Insurance. Retirement. Investments.

Together let’s start 

planning for your 

family’s future.

Andrew White
Agent
New York Life Insurance Company
CA Ins Lic # 0I83827
801 North Brand Boulevard
Glendale, CA 91203
(626) 616-1492
atwhite@newyorklife.com

Live your life with 
theirs in mind.

#44

Registered Representative off ering securities 
through NYLIFE Securities LLC (Member FINRA/SIPC), 
A Licensed Insurance Agency.

ART D IMENS IO NS  INC .

Why

Lease?
Eighty percent of American 

companies lease their office 

furnishings and equipment. 

Why not their art? Leasing 

allows you to aquire fine art 

at affordable prices while also 

deriving tax advantages.

Art Dimensions Inc. can help 

you create a distinguished 

space with fine art that works 

with your budget.

www.artdimensionsonline.com

310.433.8934

Whitney Rosenson

Take Advantage  
of Your  

Neighborhood 
Magazine

Studio City Neighbors is all about bringing neighbors together 
and fostering a closer-knit community! Check out the many ways 
that you can contribute to and take advantage of your monthly 
neighborhood magazine. We are all about bringing local to the 
next level and want this magazine to serve you. Let us know what 
you hope to see in these monthly pages.

Here’s how to get started. Use these prompts to fire up your 
imagination: 

•  You can submit nominations of families or individuals whom 
you would like to see highlighted in future cover stories. They 
could be new arrivals, or the longest-established residents on the 
block, and so on. Help us highlight those people who make our 
community a great place to live, work and raise a family. Or use 
this feature as a way to share your own story with neighbors. 

•  If you’re part of a book club, social group or charity organization 
in the community, share your experiences and photos, and invite 
others to join you!

•  Showcase the emerging academics, athletes, artists and actors 
in your life by submitting photos and details on your kids’ 
accomplishments, as well as information on school events and 
fundraisers your family is involved in.

•  Introduce your precious pet to the community! We recognize the 
uniqueness of your pet, and are happy to share his/her quirks, 
habits, favorite activities and more.

•  Business owners, the community starts right outside your front 
door. The family feature story is a great place to introduce your 
services to those closest to you.

•  Volunteers, are you passionate about charity work? Do you 
organize a fundraiser each year for a nonprofit or walk to fight 
disease? Your story might motivate others to get involved, too.

• If you are involved in your homeowners’ association, use this 
magazine to inform neighbors of events, neighborhood activities, 
yard sales, new officers, meeting minutes, contact info for board 
members, or other announcements.

The process is easy. You send us your ideas or recommend 
neighbors, and we will talk with you, write the article and 
gather photos. Go to www.bestversionmedia.com and click 
“Submit Content.” Or, simply e-mail your content coordinator 
at eglickman@bestversionmedia.com.
Remember, we want stories featuring you and your neighbors! 
Together we can bring neighbors together, stay connected and 
create an informative, family-friendly forum through your 
magazine.

As families serving families, we respect your wish for privacy. 
Resident features are shared only within your neighborhood 
magazine.
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NEIGHBORHOOD & YOUTH CLASSIFIEDS
Do you something to sell or give away? Planning a block sale? Are 
your teens offering babysitting or yard work services? You may have 
just what your neighbor is looking for. To place your free classified 
ad, go to www.bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit Content.” 
Ads must be 40 words or less, non-business related. You will receive 
email confirmation.

CLASSIFIEDS

3700 Coldwater Canyon Avenue, Studio City, CA 91604 • (818) 487-6601 
community@hw.com • www.hw.com/community

 

For more information about Harvard-Westlake in the community and 
to sign up to receive updates please visit www.hw.com/community

HARVARD-WESTLAKE 
SCHOOL

Harvard-Westlake strives to be a diverse and inclusive community 

united by the joyful pursuit of educational excellence, living and 

learning with integrity, and purpose beyond ourselves.

PURPOSE BEYOND 
OURSELVES

Harvard-Westlake proudly hosted the Southern 
California Special Olympics 2016 School Games.

7651 Sepulveda Blvd.
Van Nuys, CA 91405

www.AldikHome.com
(818) 988-5970

Floralize Beautify your home with realistic silk fl owers, hand-crafted 
silk fl oral arrangements, or a custom-made silk tree!
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Contact FROSCH to access limited time offers on Regent Seven Seas Cruises including:
Free business class airfare, early booking savings, and free land programs on select 2016 Asia and South America sailings

800.994.5538 | willett@frosch.com

Enjoy the World’s Most All Inclusive Cruise Experience

CST #2118750-50
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