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DEAR RESIDENTS,
Here we are again, right in the heart of the Holiday season. It is during  
this time of year where we confront the reality that the more things change,  
the more they stay the same. Every year brings a sleigh-load of hot toys, cool 
gadgets, and other goodies positioned for different individuals’ gift lists. 

However, what all of us actually want and will cherish forever has nothing to do 
with objects wrapped in festive boxes and pretty paper. The holiday season is about 
connecting with the people we care about the most as well as people we have never 
met. How we deliver that special gift runs gamut from making our house a home 
when we entertain to volunteering with local charities and donating necessities to 
other families and people in need.

What’s wonderful about Sherman Oaks is that all of us already have all we need 
within us to make this holiday season memorable. With this in mind, we want to 
thank you for giving us the gift of serving this community and introducing you to 
people who do their part to give back all year round.

Elyse Glickman | Content Coordinator

DECEMBER 2017

STUDIO CITYSouth

Elyse Glickman
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While many Valley residents have turned their 9-to-5 
jobs into fulfilling success stories, there are others 
who choose “the road less traveled”—opening their 

own business and building a lifestyle around it. This is the case 
for Dave Green, (46), who steers Mystery Trip as the Chief 
Mystery Officer. His vision has panned out into an innovative 
event planning company that enables participants to see their 
city in a fresh new light.

“Mystery Trip was inspired by my summer camp experiences 
as a kid, where counselors would put us on a bus and take us 

By Elyse Glickman | Photography by Ivonne Maria Photography

TRIP’PIN THE RIGHT FANTASTIC 
DAVE GREEN 

to a random place, like a dinner theater or a harbor cruise,” 
he explains. “It was always silly fun, and definitely left an 
impression on me.”

Dave and his equally adventurous brothers came of age 
in the suburbs of Philadelphia, (his high school is also the 

alma matter of Lakers superstar Kobe Bryant). His natural 
curiosity and imagination led him to Temple University (via 
University of Arizona), where he earned a degree in Media 
Arts. After spending the early years of his career in New York 
and Philadelphia, he came out to L.A. to get into television 
production and found he liked what he saw in the real L.A. 
beyond movie sets and studios. 

Appropriately enough, what became Mystery Trip began as an 
annual summer party Dave organized for his friends in 1999. He 
had moved to LA a few years earlier, wanted to explore the city, 
and thought it would be fun to bring friends along. As the event 
got bigger and bigger every year, it only made sense that he 
could eventually turn a pastime into a fulfilling full-time.

“Planning this party was something I looked forward to all 
year,” he says. “After going through a divorce, I was looking 
for things in my life that would bring me happiness, and knew 
Mystery Trip could help with my healing. I took action, sending 
an email to everyone I knew informing them I was going to 
launch it as a business and to please spread the word.” 

Dave had his first client in less than two months. The company 
began as a side job, working weekends for adult birthday 

parties, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, and family gatherings. 
As word continued to spread, he began getting more 
corporate work. By 2015, he was able to make it a 
full-time venture. 

“I am incredibly grateful to have figured out what I 
want to be when I grow up, and to be able to make 
a living at it,” he says. “I suppose I could work in a 
shop of some kind or freelance selling of some sort 
of product. Like maybe in a haberdasher, or maybe 
like a chapeau shop. Like, ‘What size do you wear, 
sir?’  That sort of thing I think I could probably 
muster up. But it would depend on the hours.”

Publication: BVM; Bleed: none; Trim: 7.5"W x 5"H; Live: 7" x 4.5"
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Dec 2-3, 9-10, and 15-31
Grinchmas 
@Universal Studios Hollywood
Spend your holiday in Whoville with The 
Grinch™, Max and your favorite characters 
during the most Who-tacular Grinchmas™ 
celebration ever at Universal Studios 
Hollywood™. Listen to cheery Christmas 
carols from the Who-ville singers, share 
laughs with a Who neighbor, and even snap  
a Seuss-y selfie with The Grinch himself!
Time: See schedule as daily times vary.  
Cost: $99-116  
universalstudioshollywood.com

Wed, Dec 6
Babes in Toyland Charity Toy Drive
@Avalon, 1735 Vine Street, Hollywood
Since 2008, the ‘Babes in Toyland’ Charity 
Toy Drive has been one of the hottest tickets 
in Hollywood during the Holiday season. 
Once again, thousands of children in need 
will be beneficiaries of the generous donation 
of toys made by event attendees through 
local non-profit organizations such as The 
Midnight Mission, Children’s Hospital Los 
Angeles, the LA County Sheriff’s Department 
and Promises2Kids.
Time: 8pm-2am  Cost: $50 – $2,500
babesintoylandcharity.com

Sun. Dec 10
Hanukkah Family Festival
@Skirball Cultural Center, 2701 N Sepulveda 
Boulevard, at I-405
Come to Skirball for the music, games, tastes 
and traditions that illuminate the Jewish 
holiday, known as the “festival of lights.” Join 
the fun in the Hanukkah play, complete with 
costumes and songs.
Time: 11am-4pm Cost: $10
skirball.org

Sat. Dec 16
Holiday Sing-Along
@Disney Concert Hall, 111 South Grand 
Avenue, Downtown LA
Accompanied by Walt Disney Concert Hall’s 
huge pipe organ, a choir and a jazz combo, 
belt out all of your holiday favorites, running 
the gamut from ‘Silent Night’ to ‘Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer,’ hosted by the hilarious 
Melissa Peterman. It’s guaranteed to be a 
jolly time for the entire family.
Time: 11:30am and 2:30pm   Cost: $33-85
laphil.com

Through Dec 30
Hamilton: An American Musical
@The Pantages Theater
America’s hottest ticket has arrived in Los 
Angeles! The show is a rousing tribute to 
Alexander Hamilton, an immigrant from 
the West Indies who became George 
Washington’s right-hand man during the 
Revolutionary War and the nation’s first 
Treasury Secretary. Music and lyrics by  
Lin-Manuel Miranda blends hip-hop, jazz, 
blues, rap, R&B, and Broadway, uniting 
history and contemporary pop culture in  
a revolutionary way.
Time: 8pm M-F; 2pm/8pm Sat; 1pm/7pm Sun  
Cost: $85-750 • hollywoodpantages.com

Through Jan 7, 2018
Holidays in the Wizarding World 
 of Harry Potter
@Universal Studios Hollywood
Your family can celebrate the season in The 
Wizarding World of Harry Potter™ where 
Hogsmeade™ is transformed in wondrous 
spirit. And, experience an all-new holiday 
spectacle with dazzling lights and music 
cast against the majestic backdrop of 

Hogwarts™ castle.
Time: ---  Cost: $99-116
universalstudioshollywood.com

Through Jan 7, 2018
Lights at the Zoo
@ 5333 Zoo Drive, Los Angeles,
One of the hottest tickets in Los Angeles 
during the Holiday season is back and 
ready to light up the end of the year. See 
dazzling colored lights, meet real reindeer, 
hear live music on the weekend, and visit 
Santa some nights.
Time: 8pm-2am   
Cost: adults, $10-$19.95; kids, $10-$14.95
lazoolights.org

Through Jan 7, 2018
Chagall: Fantasies for the Stage
@The Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 
Resnick Pavilion
This vibrant exhibition highlights the principal 
role that music, dance and the performing 
arts played throughout Chagall’s artistic 
career. He depicted musicians in many of his 
paintings, but many may be surprised to learn 
he also collaborated on set designs for the 
Ballet Russes in 1911, created murals and 
theatrical productions for the Moscow State 
Jewish Theater in the 1920s, and designed 
costumes and monumental sets for ballet and 
opera in the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s.
Time: Mon. Wed. & Thurs., 11am-5pm; Fri. 
11am-8pm; Weekends, 10am-7pm  
Cost: $15, adults; $10, seniors; free, kids 6-17 
lacma.org

[EVENTS]
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Luckily, Mystery Trip not 
only lets Dave thrive in the 
San Fernando Valley, but 
also allows him to discover 
interesting finds throughout 
Los Angeles and share 
them with equally curious 
people. These spots include 
craft beer destination 
MacLeod Brewing 
Company, where one may 
see Irish jig dancers or 
another random entertainer, 
and Daichan, a cozy hole-
in-the-wall restaurant that 
serves Japanese soul food.

Dave has also expanded his company, launching miniMystery 
Trips earlier this year. These self-guided, walking tours in 
different parts of the city designed for small groups of two to 
ten people who want to experience a Mystery Trip, but don’t 
have enough people for a full event. These three-to-four hour 
adventures lead guests along their adventure via a customized 
itinerary sent to them via text. 

“It’s a great way to explore different neighborhoods without 
the stress or needed time to research what to do or where to 

go, as we plan the whole excursion for them,” 
says Dave. “We also offer Mystery Trip-led 
mini trips for really special occasions when 
participants want to feel like a celebrity 
enjoying parts of town not everybody knows 
about.”

When not in full-on guide mode, or not 
guiding his guides, Dave enjoys kicking back 
in his own neighborhood just south of Ventura 
by Woodman Avenue with daughters Zoe, 15, 
and Alex, 11, as well as Rocky (7), a cross-
eyed Wheaton Cockapoo.

“I truly live in, and love this area,” Dave says 
emphatically. “It’s walking distance to great 
restaurants, bars, and the park, and is filled 
with an eclectic mix of the most friendly 
people you could hope for. The exploration 
of this great city and meeting the people who 
make it so interesting makes it a fantastic 
home base.”   

Dave adds that best compliment he can get 
from a client is that although he or she has 
lived in L.A. all their life, he never knew 
about a place included in one of his itineraries. 
“That means I’m doing my job well,” he says. 
“Whether I am on the go, or relaxing with my 
family, everything that makes up L.A., and 
Sherman Oaks, for that matter, never gets old,” 
he says. “My daughters sometime go with me 

to explore and 
check out new 
locations, and I 
get a real kick out 
of introducing 
them to different 
neighborhoods, 
discovering 
the cultures, 
architecture and 
food that make 
L.A. so special. 
They have come 
to love Little 
Tokyo and the 
Arts District. 
Although I don’t 
put together stuff 
for us when we’re 
on vacation, 

we always seem to find the weird anyway. I guess a love for 
mystery is in their blood.” 

To experience a Mystery Trip of your own, and see L.A. 
through a fresh lens, visit mysterytrip.co, or contact Dave Green 
at 424-291-AHOY.

Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate your neighbor 
to be featured in one of our upcoming issues. Contact us at eglickman@
bestversionmedia.com 
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Earlier this year in Studio City South, I discussed the many 
African countries that could be worked into the trip of a 
lifetime. Though I am passionate about all the countries 

I have visited, I believe one of the 
countries that should be a must on one’s 
bucket list is the revitalized country of 
Rwanda. I recently traveled there as part 
of a 30-person delegation invited by the 
Rwandan government, and was even 
more impressed with this country.

This was my second trip, and I am more 
in love with Rwanda than before. One of 
the purposes of the trip was to provide 
information and experience to help 
travel agents convey convey the message 
that Rwanda is no longer “Rwanda the 
Genocide Country” but “Remarkable 
Rwanda” to clients. And remarkable it is.

Rwanda is a very forward thinking 
and progressive country that has made 
incredible strides. It was the first country 

in Africa to ban plastic 
bags. Rwanda is spotless. 
And there is a good 
reason why that illustrates 
how the amazing people 
of this country work 
together to make it a 
better place. The fourth 
Saturday of every month 
is “Umuganda” day. 
Umuganda speaks of a 
coming together for a common purpose to achieve an outcome. A 
concept that is very African. On that day, the traffic stops, stores 
are closed, and all able-bodied Rwandans pitch in. The streets are 
cleaned, drainage ditches dug, and schools built. Anywhere there 
is a need, there are a hundred eager helping hands doing their part 
to make Rwanda better. It is an impressive sight.

That said, Rwanda has not forgotten its past. In 1994, there was a 
bloody genocide with between 500,000 to 1,000,000 people killed 
in that 100-day time period. The stories I heard were chilling, 
and everyone has one. No stay in Rwanda is complete without a 
visit to the beautiful and moving Genocide Memorial, providing 

a complete, honest story of this moment 
in history when the world went mad and 
many countries, including ours, sat by. In 
listening to this very young population (a 
majority are under the age of 30), you see 
that Rwandans are not going to let this tragic 
time in their history define them. Though sad 
and moving, when put in context of where 
Rwanda is today, these stories are it is very 
inspiring.

One of Rwanda’s most famous resources is 
its their mountain gorillas, who live in the 
Virunga Mountains an easy 3 hour car ride 
away from Kigali, its capital. Every year 
Rwanda holds a “Kwita Inzia” ceremony, 
involving the naming of baby gorillas. I was 
fortunate to attend this year (as were some 
of my clients). Every year, Rwanda names 
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By Alan Feldstein, Infinite Safari Adventures 
Photos courtesy Alan Feldstein

For more information on travel to Rwanda and other corners of Africa, 
contact Alan Feldstein at Infinite Safari Adventures, adventure@
infinitesafariadventures.com or 818-508-1885. Also be sure to check out the 
website, www.infinitesafariadventures.com or the Infinite Safari Adventures 
Facebook page!

EXPERT CONTRIBUTOR

Remarkable, Revitalized, and Rewarding Rwanda

You Are Going To Africa...Someday?

Infinite Safari Adventures offers a personalized 
Wildlife Safari & Adventure Experience 

We are your Studio City neighbor! 
Call today and make your “bucket list” dream come true! 

818-508-1885 or 
email us at adventure@infinitesafariadventures.com

Well, “Someday” is Now!®

310-279-6287 |  dlewin@bestversionmedia.com
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all baby gorillas born that year. The day before the ceremony, I did 
my third gorilla trek and got to meet a baby, born on September 
14, 2016, whose name is now “Inyange,” meaning “handsome and 
smart.” And that he is! He was also very curious about us.

Seeing the gorillas in Rwanda is something that should not be 
missed. There are other great activities to do in Rwanda as well, 
but what is aslo wonderful is that since Rwanda borders Kenya 
and Tanzania it is very easy to combine it with a wildlife visit 
to witness amazing wildlife spectacles, including the Great 
Migration.

So that African bucket list trip? Include Rwanda. And don’t put it 
off. Remember, “Someday” is Now!® 
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The holidays are right around the corner, and we’re all looking 
forward to time off work and holiday parties. If you’re an 
employee, the office holiday party is a fun event to look 

forward to at the end of the year. If you’re an employer hosting such 
an event, you want to reward your employees for their hard work 
and show your appreciation for their efforts. While office holiday 
parties seem harmless enough on the surface, many legal issues lurk 
in the background that could pose major problems for the employer. 
Of all those issues, here are the three big ones:

• Premises liability / Sexual harassment / Alcohol 

Premises liability involves things such as slip and falls, and can 
be mitigated relatively easily through proper insurance. Consider 
hosting the party at a location other than the office. The employees 
will appreciate the change of scenery and the premises liability 
insurance of the venue will apply (which should be confirmed in 
writing in advance). Also, choose a location for the party that does 
not present unnecessary risks. For example, renting out a restaurant 
is probably better than a rock climbing facility or waterpark.

As for sexual harassment, the employees need to be made aware 
that the company’s anti-harassment policies apply at the holiday 
party to the same degree as they do at the workplace. California 
law is replete with cases resulting in employers’ liability for 
perpetrating, fostering, or ignoring sexual harassment in the office. 
And in California, all company-sponsored events fall within the 
“course and scope of employment” because they are deemed to 
benefit the employer by increasing morale and helping to foster 
employer-employee relations. People tend to feel more relaxed and 
open during parties and inappropriate comments could be made. 
While it isn’t possible to prevent all such behavior, proactively 
reminding the employees that normal workplace standards of 
conduct are to be respected can help reduce the likelihood of 
liability-creating situations. If, however, a complaint is made at the 
holiday party, it should be taken just as seriously as if the incident 
occurred at the workplace and a full investigation should be made. 

With regard to alcohol, there’s no easy answer. Under California 
law, if the “act” that caused the employee to become potentially 

harmful to others (such as drinking at the office holiday party) 
occurred with the employer’s permission and provides some benefit 
to the employer (such as team-building), then the employer may be 
liable for employees’ actions that occur after they are safely driven 
home (such as driving their own car). Therefore, the employee 
is a potential liability for the employer for the entire duration of 
the employee’s intoxication because it is “foreseeable” that such 
employee might decide to drive after safely arriving home. Sound 
harsh? Well, it is, and California employers should be aware of this 
area of the law and act accordingly. 

The most obvious and extreme solution is to disallow alcohol 
altogether at the office party; however, most employees prefer to 
have the option of drinking at the holiday party and choose not to 
ban alcohol. If alcohol is going to be served at the holiday office 
party, here are some suggestions:

Proactively limit the amount of alcohol permitted to be consumed, 
such as through drink tickets or hand stamps.

Invite employees’ families to the party, as many people tend to 
consume less alcohol when spouses and children are present.

Use professionally trained bartenders to administer and oversee all 
alcohol consumption.

Some employers believe that arranging for pre-paid transportation 
at the venue to take employees home is the ultimate solution to 

By Sapana K. Shah, Shah Grossi Law & Counsel 
Photos courtesy Sapana Shah

Email: ecrowther@farmersagent.com • vangie887@vbcrowtheinsurance.com
Website: www.farmersagent.com/ecrowther • Fax: 818-558-3657

If you’re paying too much for 
insurance we need to talk

For Free Quotes Please Call:
1-818-558-7912
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Health & Investments

Vangie Crowther
CA Lic. 0C61432
NV Lic. 188796
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                      www.Renov8.Fitness
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No crash diets. 
No expensive fads. 
No playing soldiers.
Just scientifically-backed, uniquely 
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For more ideas on protecting your home and family, contact Shah Grossi Law 
& Counsel at Sapana@shahgrossi.com or 818-648-8880.

the alcohol dilemma, but doing so will not necessarily absolve the 
employer of liability.

Have employees sign a document that sets forth the company’s 
guidelines regarding alcohol consumption, informing employees 
that they are liable for their behavior and making it clear that they 
may be disciplined for inappropriate behavior.

The holidays bring joy, cheer, and festive celebration, and we all 
want to enjoy our time together in a safe and responsible way. 
Employers should be taking steps to minimize the possibility of 
harm arising out of the office holiday party, and employees should 
follow company policy and common sense. If those things come 
together, everyone should have a wonderful time.

Minimizing the Liability of Office Holiday Parties
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CLASSIFIEDS

Youth Classifieds
Hi neighbors! My name is Ashley Im. I have babysat for  
a couple families here locally, and I’ve had a great experience. 
If anyone needs a babysitter or dog sitter, please feel free to 
contact me. I do have high school volleyball practices and 
work, but I’m trying my best to manage my time so that I can 
do everything. I love taking care of kids, and I like to provide 
for myself instead of asking my parents for everything, so 
babysitting is perfect for me! $12/ hr. (818) 926-0056. 
To place your free Youth Classified offering services, go  
to www.bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit Content.” 
Please limit to 40 words. Parental permission will be obtained. 
Please be advised that all communication regarding Kid’s 
Classifieds will be directed through a parent or guardian.

Neighborhood Classifieds 
Do you have something to sell or give away? Planning a  
sale? Are your teens offering babysitting or yard work 
services? To place your free classified ad, go to www.
bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit Content.” Ads  
must be 40 words or less, non-business related. You will 
receive email confirmation.

Christmas

7651 Sepulveda Blvd.
Van Nuys, CA 91405

www.AldikHome.com
(818) 988-5970

‘Tis the season to discover Aldik Home, LA’s favorite Winter Wonderland!

  SAVE 40% OFF

LA’s Best Artifi cial Christmas Trees!

While holiday décor in public spaces and celebrity homes 
can be inspirational, all that perfection can be daunting. 
However, you just need to follow three simple steps  

to turn your home into a show place. This is where less really can  
be more.

The best Christmas displays start with the best 
Christmas tree: For those looking to keep their holiday 

displays up for longer than a couple weeks, there’s nothing better 
than an artificial Christmas tree. While this is one of those things 
you have to buy in person, there are so many places to buy them, 
How do you choose the right one? At Aldik Home, it’s easy and 
stress-free as we have the best artificial Christmas trees in the 
country. Our vast line of Neuman Trees is better quality than 
anywhere else, especially online retailers like Balsam Hill. Not only 
are Neuman Trees more reliable with stronger branches and longer 
lasting light bulbs, they are designed for decorating. With specially 
made wires that extend a light out to every prominent tip, as well as 

the perfect amount of spacing for decorating on the inside and along 
the outside of your tree, there are no better trees than Neuman Trees. 

Ribbon ties it all together: A Christmas tree without 
ribbon is like a cake without icing—it just doesn’t look 

finished without it. While you might be sold on the idea of ribbon, 
picking out the right style and using it may feel a little daunting. 
Fortunately, Aldik Home has an awe-inspiring amount of gorgeous 
Christmas ribbon, as well as talented designers who can show you 

By Larry Gold, owner, Aldik Home | Photo courtesy Aldik Home

just how to add it to your tree. You can wrap it around the tree for a 
more traditional look, or for elegance, you can cascade your ribbon 
down the tree, letting it billow outwards. If you’re looking to jump 
right to the professional level, stacking two styles of ribbon on top 
of each other—a glittery mesh on top with softer velvet below it—
will make your Christmas tree look like a million bucks.

LED lights add so much fun to your holiday decor. 
Aldik Home has a host of LED light strings that will make 

your home sparkle. Whether you’re looking for battery lights for 
your front-door wreath, a star wrapped in LED lights for your 
tree-top, or Aldik Home’s Twinkle LED lights that feature 1,000 
LED lights on a 74-foot long strand, you are destined to make your 
holiday shine bright.

1

2
3

Three Tips For Your  
Best Decorated Christmas Yet
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Giving: Making Spirits Bright

A Guide for Guides

Make the holidays lighter and brighter with this guide to 
local charities’ seasonal toy and food drives.

ABC7 & Firefighters Spark Of Love Toy Drive
ABC7, Southern California Firefighters and the California 
Community Foundation join forces for the 25th annual “Spark 
of Love Toy Drive.” Over the past two decades, the Spark of 
Love Toy Drive has successfully collected more than 9 million 
toys. The campaign collects new, unwrapped toys and sports 
equipment for under-served children and teens in Los Angeles, 
San Bernardino, Orange, Ventura and Riverside counties.

For volunteer opportunities, dates and locations, visit abc7.com/
family/spark-of-love-toy-drive or calfund.org  

The MEND Christmas Program | MEND Poverty
@10641 N. San Fernando Rd., Pacoima
By participating in the MEND 2017 Christmas Program, 
you, your family, your business, or your organization are 
connected with needy families during the season of giving. 
You can participate in the “Adopt a Family” program, or 
choose one or more related holiday volunteer opportunities. 
Independent donations will accepted through December 7, 2017. 
Recommended gifts include bead kits, jewelry, skateboards, 
remote control cars, sports equipment (pumped), legos, art 
supplies, make-up kits, tote bags, crafts, wallets, purses, 
watches, small radios/CD players, scarves, and gloves. 
mendpoverty.org/get-involved/the-mend-christmas-program.   

Annual Holiday Toy Drive & Christmas Dinner at 
the Pacific Boys’ Lodge
@Temple Aliyah, 6025 Valley Circle Boulevard, Woodland Hills
In addition to the synagogue’s community toy and gift drive for 
children in the greater Los Angeles (distributed through Jewish 
Family Service of Los Angeles), they also stage a Christmas 

Dinner for the boys and staff at the Boys’ Lodge who cannot 
be with their families on the holiday. Instead of Christmas 
being just another day for the Jewish community, they can add 
meaning to the day while building relationships with people of 
other faiths. • templealiyah.org

The Los Angeles Mission
@303 E 5th St, Los Angeles 
Donate to or volunteer for the Christmas events in Downtown 
L.A. providing toys, school supplies, household items, clothing 
and more to add joy and hope to families and children in need 
living on Skid Row. • losangelesmission.org/act/volunteer

One Voice LA  
@1228 15th St C, Santa Monica 
Each year One Voice LA’s Holiday Food Program provides 
holiday season food baskets, toys and books to 2,500 families 
living in poverty throughout the Los Angeles area. All of the 
families are referred through the Head Start program citywide.
onevoice-la.org  

CHLA - Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
@4650 Sunset Blvd, Los Angeles
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles invites you to put a smile on the 
face of a young hospitalized child or teen. 
www.chla.org

While the holidays are be a great time to take some time 
off to unwind and recharge your batteries, you may find 
yourself with one major stressor: How do you keep 

all those visitors who are coming into town to soak up our warm 
Southern California sun occupied without making yourself nuts? 

If the thought of having to endure all the typical touristy spots is 
just as bad as imagining your extended brood lazing around your 
house for days on end, here are a few off-the-beaten path places and 
activities to enjoy that won’t make you wish for end of days. You can 
thank me later...

The Velveteria
@711 New High St., Los Angeles 90012 
Who needs the long line at the Broad and their fancy, high falutin’ art 
and mirror rooms when just one mile away sits The Velveteria one the 
largest collection of velvet paintings in the world? Curated by Carl 
Balwin and Caren Anderson, this storefront gallery in Chinatown 
(a hidden gem in itself!) has paintings ranging from Elvis (yawn, 
amiright?) to Dallas Raines (yes, the fist-balling weatherman) to 
Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders as unicorns. Carl is always happy 
to share the surprisingly complex history of the art form, and tell 
you stories about almost every piece hanging on the crowded walls. 
Protip: Don’t miss the blacklight room in the back for an extra bonus. 
It’s been known to change lives.
Time: 11-6 everyday, closed Tuesdays

Frogtown
One of the up-and-coming ‘hoods in LA 
that hasn’t had its moment yet, Frogtown 
(ne’ Elysian Valley) is just across the 5 
Freeway from Dodger Stadium, and has 
a bevy of options to explore. Start with a 
bike ride on the path through Frogtown 
(Glendale Narrow and Elysian Valley 
Path) enjoying the beautiful murals painted 
on buildings, parking lot walls and river 

embankments along the way. Make sure to stop for a cup of coffee at 
Spoke Bicycle Café, located just off the bike path (you can even rent 
a bike there). After working up an appetite, head over to Wax Paper 
for a quick bite with sandwiches named for NPR personalities (e.g. 
Kai Ryssdal, Audie Cornish, Terry Gross), Salazar for some hipster 
Mexican in the courtyard of a former car repair shop (protip: great 
brunch spot too!), or Frogtown Brewery which has a solid selection of 
house-made microbrews.

Wat Thai Temple 
@8225 Coldwater Canyon Ave North Hollywood, CA 91605
Those weekend breakfast burritos all well and good, but wouldn’t a 
little enlightenment with your meal go a long way? Drive 15 minutes 
north on Coldwater to Wat Thai, a beautifully ornate Thai Buddhist 
temple open to the public Saturdays and Sundays. The monks, who 
lead congregants in prayer, are more than happy to include visitors in 
their ceremonies, and everyone is incredibly friendly (just remember 
to take your shoes off before entering the temple). After your blessing, 
head back outside to the open air market to grab lunch from one of 
the many vendors cooking up authentic Thai food so good that you’ll 
want to hop on the next flight to Bangkok. Enjoy your food amongst 
the diverse crowd as you listen to the regulars sing karaoke. 

Hollywood Sign Hike
@3160 Canyon Lake Dr, Los Angeles, CA 90068 (Lake Hollywood 
Dog Park) Your friends read in their gossip magazines on the way 
here that Runyon is the place to see Hollywood stars, but you know 
all it is are crowds and no parking. Take them to the top of Hollywood 
(literally!) on this not-too-challenging hike which starts on the Valley 
side of the hill. Waze yourself to Lake Hollywood Dog Park, and then 
map out the trail on Google to the sign. Ignore the signs reading “no 
access to Hollywood sign” on the streets (those are decoys put up by 
grumpy residents who don’t want you there), and head up the winding 
trail on Mt. Lee. Your effort will be paid off when you get to the 
plateau, which affords a spectacular 360-degree view of the city and 
the Valley. There are several selfie opportunities with the sign itself 
(including a BoJack Horseman “Hollywoo” spot), but none as good 
as the one from directly behind the sign itself, while looking down on 
the City of Angels.

Monastery of the Angels
@1977 Carmen Ave Los Angeles, CA 90068
If your guests are looking to bring a sweet reminder of L.A. back 
home, skip See’s Candy and take them to this much holier spot. 
Hidden at the base of Hollywood Hills just off the 101, this cloistered 
order of Dominican nuns bakes the most angelic pumpkin bread you 
have ever tasted. This is truly manna from heaven, and the thousands 
of loaves sold every year help support the monastery, opened in 1924. 
Can I get an amen? Hallelujah! 
Time: 8:30-5 everyday, closed Sunday

The Last Bookstore
Skip holiday shopping with your 
nieces and nephews on Amazon 
when they get here, and take them 
to this true local treasure. The 
enormous bookstore has everything 
for everyone on your list, with 
dedicated sections for first edition classics, YA, mystery/true crime, 
and a large record section. The second floor boasts several cute 
boutiques and a used book section that will take your breath away 
with its depth and breadth. Protip: after working up an appetite 
shopping, head over the Chicas Tacos, a delicious Mexican spot 
helmed by a James Beard-nominated chef and Peddler’s Creamery 
where you can help churn their ice cream by riding the in-store 
stationary bike.

By Elyse Glickman

By Dave Green, Chief Mysterious Officer, Mystery Trip 
Photos courtesy Dave Green
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Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E S I G N E R
The one stop solution for all your design, construction and furnishing 
needs. Whether it’s remodeling or new construction, styling a room  

or furnishing an entire house, we’re here to help! 

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
(323) 538-5912 | www.inhanceinteriors.com

CALIFORNIA KITCHEN GALLERY
Kitchen Remodeling Pros

Where Your Dream Kitchen Happens

Visit Our Showroom • Chat With Our Designers

Complete 
Kitchen and  
Bathroom  
Remodeling
• Cabinets
• Countertops
• Flooring
• Tile
• Custom Design

4495 Van Nuys Blvd. 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

CA ST Lic #991830

ckgcontractor@gmail.com
www.californiakitchengallery.com(818) 616-4225

SERVPRO® of Studio City/Valley Village

818-508-7282
Independently Owned and Operated

Like it never even happened.®

24 Hour Emergency Service.

FIRE & WATER DAMAGE
■  Commercial and Residential

■  Trained, Uniformed Professionals

■  Complete Move-Outs

■  Restoration Vendor for Insurance
 Companies Nationwide


